NEXT WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 4 August
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 5 August
9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 6 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 7 August
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 8 August
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s

Cullinane

11.20am Rite | St Mary’s

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 9 August

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 10 August
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 4 August

5.30pm  First Communion
Session Three

Wednesday 20 August

5-6pm Parish Ministry
Webinar

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

(_atholic Parish of Whanganui
Eightccnth Sunday in Orc]inary Time
3 August 2025

TRANSFORMING PARISH LIFE FOR CHURCH GROWTH

In 1990, Pope John Paul |l called for a New Evangelisation - a renewed approach to
sharing the Catholic faith, with those whose faith had become weak. Pope Francis
modified this invitation, extending this call to evangelise the whole world. One
person who took these invitations to heart is James Mallon, a Canadian Catholic
priest and visionary leader who is known internationally for his work in the area of
parish renewal and church revitalisation. He has dedicated his life work to helping
parishes move from a model of maintenance (focused just on preserving existing
structures and traditions) to a model focussed on mission, where parish
communities actively evangelise, form disciples, and become vibrant faith
communities. Like many of us, he experienced the struggles facing many parishes,
including declining attendance, passive congregations, and an over-reliance on
“doing what we’ve always done”. Put simply,
he recognised the need for change. Drawing
on our Catholic teaching and contemporary
best practices, he developed a strategy rooted
in three key principles - Evangelization, the
power of the Holy Spirit, and the best of
leadership and management practices.
Cooperating with the Holy Spirit and working
with his parishioners he has helped others
create parishes which are now dynamic
centres for spiritual growth, which offer
service to the wider community, and most
importantly, witness to the Gospel. This model
of church encourages parishes to prioritise
evangelisation, sharing the Good News in
creative ways that speak to the hearts and
minds of people today. It also emphasises the
importance of small groups, lively worship, and lay leadership, empowering
ordinary parishioners to take ownership of their faith and ministries. One of the key
insights of Divine Renovation is that growth comes from creating intentional
discipleship by helping parishioners (and newcomers) become committed disciples,
eventually taking on roles of leadership and service. This new way of being church
demands openness to the Holy Spirit, fostering an environment where prayer,
worship and service are front and centre. The practical tools offered by Divine
Renovation include resources for strategic planning, leadership training, and
building effective ministry teams. Parishes are helped to assess their existing
(church) culture, set a vision and values, communicate effectively, and measure
progress. The result is a community that is welcoming, outward-focused, and ready
to adapt to the needs of the world. The Divine Renovation movement offers
parishes just like ours a hopeful and practical roadmap for church growth. By
embracing mission, fostering a culture of discipleship and innovation, parishes can
become places where faith comes alive and the church flourishes once more. Last
Sunday about 50 people gathered after Mass to hear some parishioners speak about
their experience of parish renewal in other parishes. It was great to hear and
experience so much enthusiasm and | had the sense that people came away hopeful
for our parish future, here in Whanganui. | encourage you to pray to the Holy Spirit
for this renewal. Fr Craig

RENOVATION

From a Maintenance to a Missional Parish



mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz

DEFIBRILATOR TRAINING- We are organising a date and time to have St Johns come in and train people in the use of our
defibrillators. If you have some medical knowledge or background, we invite you to come and join us. If you are interested,
could you please contact Jo in the office on 3453872.

PARISH MINISTRY WEBINAR Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is offering a webinar on “Parish Ministry in
Aotearoa New Zealand” with Emily Sit, the Director for Mission and Evangelisation for Palmerston North. This webinar is
on Wednesday, 20 August 5:00-6:00pm via Zoom. You are welcome to come to the Parish Centre to participate with
others or you can register to watch it at home www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025

HOPE WORTH SHARING International speaker David Wells is giving a brief talk on 26 August, focusing on the joys and
sorrows of presenting the Christian message to a busy world. 7.00 — 8.15pm at the Diocesan Centre, 33 Amesbury
Street, Palmerston North. Entry by koha. A light supper will be provided. All welcome. Please contact the parish office if
you would like to car share

INNER HEALING PRAYER MINISTRY TRAINING At this seminar you will receive prayer for your own hurts and basic
training in how to pray for others. Each 2-hour session includes a presentation, discussion questions and inner healing
prayer in small groups. Friday 8 - Sunday 10 August at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit and Diocesan Centre.

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION | National Mass

The Bishops of New Zealand invite you to join them at the National Marian Shrine on August 15, the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The celebration of our national feast day is part of the Bishops’ second of two
national pilgrimages during the Jubilee Year. Mass will be celebrated at 6pm on Friday, August 15 at St Mary of the Angels
Church, Boulcott St, Wellington. All are welcome.

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register
today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com

Prayer for the Summit — Lord, what can | offer? What can |

Each of us has been gifted by God for the good of His Church. This week, we reflect on how we
can offer those gifts—great or small—in service of others. Whether through prayer, welcome,
leadership, encouragement, or quiet support, the Lord calls us to put our gifts at the service of
His mission.

If you feel called to support someone’s attendance—or want to know how you can contribute—
please email hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz. Your generosity could make a lasting difference.

HOPE-RENEWAL

MAORI EDUCATION COLLECTION- Sunday, 24 August 2025

Maori Education is an investment in a vibrant, working, diverse, and faith-filled Aotearoa New Zealand — and your
donation is an investment too.

Successful educational outcomes for young Maori benefit all New Zealanders. We are blessed to host the nation’s two
Catholic Maori Boarding Schools right here in our Diocese: Hato Paora College and St Joseph’s Maori Girls’ College.
These schools, through the dedication of their staff, are achieving outstanding results in nurturing, teaching, and shaping
their students.

credit to the parish bank account. Please include your name as the payee and use ‘Maori Ed’ as the reference.

HOSPITAL CHAPEL SERVICE: The hospital co-ordinators would like to thank the 10 parishioners who helped with the
Sunday chapel services at the hospital during July.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Jo Smilie’s Team. Further information contact Maureen
027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall. FOREST 0 .°

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday YOUTHNh;lSTERw (
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANG

. 0212560608
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jocelyn Hollis

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gresham, Josephine Frances Fisher, John Eric Fisher, George Hoskin

TODAY’S READINGS First: Ecclesiastes 1.2;2.21-23 Second: Colossians 3.1-5, 9-11 Gospel: Luke 12.13-21
NEXT SUNDAY 10 August First: Wisdom 18.6-9 Second: Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-19 Gospel: Luke 12.32-48
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