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As we reflect on the story of Prodigal Son this Sunday, I am inspired to share 
Cornelia’s testimony whom I first met in 2013 when she came from Australia 
to undergo a discipleship program. I let her share in her own words:   
When I came here to St Gerard’s in Wellington to undergo the 5-month long 
residential School of Mission, I felt like a fish out of water. I was so hard 
hearted, not being able to stand the name Jesus nor face it when people made 
comments like, ‘Praise the Lord’, or ‘Thank you Jesus’. I couldn’t even bear to 
see the priests in the monastery where we stayed at, and it was challenging 
for me to go up to receive communion during Mass because I knew that the 
consecrated host was the body of Jesus Christ whom I hated Him at that time. 
But there was one thing I noticed that the participants and the staff who lived 
at the monastery had that I didn’t; They had JOY which I did not. I knew nothing 
from this world could grant me that joy. I was so desperate that I was now 
willing to do anything for it.  
By the third day I could not handle it. I went to the chapel and sat there for 
over three hours. I prayed, ‘Lord, I want that joy that the people who live here 
have. I want that joy and will do anything to get it. I want it and I am not moving 
from here until I receive it.’ As time passed, I got tired waiting and so went to 
bed at about 11:30pm and returned to the chapel early, at 5:00am repeating 
my prayer, ‘Lord, please give me that joy your people have.’ I apologized for 
keeping myself away from God for so long and asked Him to accept me back. 
Not long after, I experienced the Heavenly Father running towards me, giving 
me a huge hug and felt His words in my heart, “Welcome back daughter”. I 
knew then that my heavenly Father had accepted me back without punishing 
me for going so far away from Him. I felt like the prodigal son in the parable of 
the prodigal son.  
So, this season of Lent there is a chance to encounter something the Lord’s 
mercy as we pray to him. If it has been a while since you availed the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, why not give that a try. It could be a concrete 
step in responding to the Father who patiently waits for you. Fr Alliston 

CHRISM MASS-The Chrism Mass for the Palmerston North Diocese will be 
celebrated on Tuesday 15 April, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 
All welcome. 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: RITE II 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Penance, Rite II, on Thursday, 10 April at 
7 pm.  We are also scheduling extra times for Confessions on Wednesday 
16 April at 11.30 am and 5.30 pm.  Anyone may make an appointment with 
Father Aliston or myself. 

LENTEN AND EASTER TALKS 
On Wednesday evenings until the end of April Father Aliston will give various 
talks. There will also be some time for Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament. We begin at 7 pm and end at 8 pm. If you have thoughts about 
matters for discussion, please let Father John know.  

24 TAWHERO STREET SALE -previously used as a presbytery has been sold 
by the parish, who has owned it for many years. Since Fr Craig’s appointment 
as Parish Priest, he has chosen to live in the diocesan owned house at Guyton 
Street across from St Marys Church. The Parish and Diocese agreed that there 
was no need to have two houses so it was agreed that the Parish would 
purchase the Guyton Street house, owned by the diocese, using the proceeds 
of the sale of Tawhero Street. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Monday 31 March 
9.00am C/s Holy Family 

Tuesday 1 April 

9.30am C/S Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 

Wednesday 2 April 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 

Thursday 3 April 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
7.00pm Celebration of First 
Reconciliation St Mary’s 

Friday 4 April 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm     Stations of the Cross

St Mary’s 

Saturday 5 April 
Rite I St Mary’s 
Mass St Mary’s 

9.00am
9.30am
5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass 

Holy Family 

Sunday 6 April 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00 Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 15 April Chrism Mass 
12.05 Mass of the Oils 

Cathedral Palmerston 
North 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  

Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest 

Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
(on leave) 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 

Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


STANDING CROSS-There was a standing cross at Holy Family Church which was used for the Good Friday 
Adoration of the Cross.  It seems to have disappeared.  If anyone has any idea of its whereabouts please let 
me know as soon as possible.  Father John. 

RECONCILIATION CELEBRATION Thursday 3rd April at 7pm. If anyone can help rolling icecream and making 
a cup of tea for after the celebration we would be very grateful. Let Jo know in the office. 

SPRING CLEAN FOR EASTER at St Mary’s Church on Saturday April 5th after 9.30am Mass. If you are able 
to help, please let Jo know in the office ASAP. Thank you. 

CARITAS LENT REFLECTION PROGRAM – for more information go to www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources 

FOOD FOR FAITH for Lent Fr. John O’Connor offers brief daily encouragements for those seeking greater 
maturity in relationship with Jesus Christ. Sign up to receive daily emails at www.foodforfaith.org.nz. 

Support for Lent Appeal is an ‘act of generosity’The Bishops have today issued a statement, encouraging 
people to support their Lenten Appeal as an "act of generosity". You can find the statement attached, or on the 
NZCBC website here: https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-appeal-is-an-act-of-
generosity/ It has also been posted on the NZCBC's Facebook page. 

DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE | Auckland, May 23 – 25 2025-Divine Mercy NZ is excited to be bringing back 
to New Zealand Fr Chris Alar MIC from the US as keynote speaker, plus several other international speakers. 
Divine Mercy Conference2025 will be in a real sense an encapsulation of all that has gone before, and yet more, 
and to the point – how that is lived out, witnessed, in the Third Millennium. Please join us for this important event 
in the Jubilee Year. Registrations are essential: www.divinemercyconference2025.co.nz. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 
Receipts will be issued mid-April. 

ROSTER FOR THE ROSARY STATUE OF MARY (from St. Mary’s).We would love you to join the list of people 
who receive the statue of Mary into their homes for one week every 6 months approx. I am about to up-date the 
list & do a new roster. Existing parishioners, please advise any change of address or phone numbers.  Other 
parishioners, if you would like to be added to the roster please call or message me, Kathleen. Tel: 3442245 or 
Cell: 0210790374. By 13th April.  

MARIST SPONSORS/OLD TIMERS’ DAY- Saturday 12th April starting at 12.30pm at the Marist 
Clubrooms. Finger food provided. All teams present. 2025 is 50 years of Celtic Rugby. All are 
most welcome to join us. 

 HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Liz Hickey’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- 3 April Te Ao Hou Marae and Piwakawaka Farm visit, Aramoho Offsite – Meet outside 
gates at 356 Somme Parade at 3pm. There will be a community meal at 6pm. Please bring food to share if you 
would like to stay. 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Shirley Bierman, Heather Graham, Fr Harry Costello, Frank Fa’i 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES: Ella Margaret Sullivan, Howard Wilson, Jack Kaveney, Aloha Haami, Beverley 
Fearn, Beverley Tasker, Kathryn Haddock, Margaret Shaw, Nancy Francis, Zita Fenerty, Bernard Fenerty, Fr. 
Des Levins, Jospehine Boland, John Harrison, Kay Smith, Timothy Morahan, Maureen Hopkins, Gordon Wham 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Joshua 5.9a, 10-12 Second: 2 Corinthians 5.17-21 Gospel: Luke 15.1-3, 11-32 
NEXT SUNDAY 6 April First: Isaiah 43.16-21 Second: Philippians 3.8-14 Gospel: John 8.1-11 

CONFIRMATION – Starting Monday 5 May from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Parent Session Sunday 4th May 
11am Saint Mary's Church Whanganui; Parents attendance required. 
Confirmation sessions-5:00 pm to 9:00 pm Sessions are held from 6-8pm at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit Palmerston North we will travel to and from Palmerston for these combined sessions. 
Confirmation camp Friday, 20 - Sunday, 22 June 2025 Confirmation Mass Sunday, 20th July 2025, at 5.30 
pm at St. Mary's Registration Fill In our online form to register. https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6 
CPOW Registration form  2025 Confirmation Registration email it to admin@cpow.co.nz or hand in to office. 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8 come along at 4-5.30pm 
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday 
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 

https://stmarysnz-my.sharepoint.com/personal/info_catholicparishwhanganui_org_nz/Documents/Documents/Church%20Newsletters/2025%20Newsletters/March%202025/www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources
www.foodforfaith.org.nz
https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-appeal-is-an-act-of-generosity/
https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-appeal-is-an-act-of-generosity/
www.divinemercyconference2025.co.nz
https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6
https://www.catholicparishwhanganui.org.nz/uploads/1/3/3/8/133858178/2025_confirmation_registration.pdf
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Support for Lent Appeal is an ‘act of generosity’ 
A statement from the Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand 

Every year in this sacred time, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference asks Caritas 
Aotearoa New Zealand to run a six-week fundraising campaign on their behalf called the 
Bishops’ Lent Appeal.  

The money raised during this time is essential to the mission of Caritas. It provides much of 
the funding necessary for them to continue their life-changing work in Aotearoa, the Pacific 
and beyond.  

This year’s appeal is even more urgent than usual. The US government recently stopped 
almost all foreign aid. France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Germany and the UK have also 
cut their overseas development aid budgets. These decisions will cause significant suffering 
for those facing poverty, conflict, disasters and the effects of climate change. Your support is 
needed so Caritas can step in across the Pacific as donor governments withdraw.  

Every year, individuals and parishes across New Zealand demonstrate great generosity by 
donating to this appeal. We hope that this will continue for this Lenten season.  

The theme for the Lent appeal in 2025 is Restoring hope: Your compassion in action / Kia 
puawai te Tūmanako. Caritas’ mission, as the Catholic agency for justice, peace and 
development, is of vital importance to us all. The Bishops’ Lent Appeal is the best way to 
directly fund Caritas’ work – supporting vulnerable communities around the world. 

For the Catholic community, Caritas is how we help our brothers and sisters in need, 
upholding their human dignity through local partnerships grounded in Catholic social 
teaching. 

Over the last few years there has been a drop in giving to Caritas, putting pressure on their 
ability to fund the programmes that serve those most in need. We ask that during this time of 
preparation, prayer and almsgiving, you make a special donation to the Bishops’ Lent Appeal 
2025 at caritas.org.nz/lent or by using the envelopes provided at Mass. 

This act of almsgiving is an act of generosity. It will mean so much to the people Caritas serves 
across our region. 

In Christ, 

✠ Stephen Lowe, Bishop of Auckland
✠ Richard Laurenson, Bishop of Hamilton
✠ John Adams, Bishop of Palmerston North
✠ Paul Martin SM, Archbishop of Wellington
✠Michael Gielen, Bishop of Christchurch
✠Michael Dooley, Bishop of Dunedin

http://www.caritas.org.nz/lent



