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It’s been a busy few weeks in the parish. The major event, First Holy Communion, is 
always a moment of great rejoicing as our children advance towards the conclusion 
of their initiation into the Church. It only remains for them to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Confirmation.  It is a moment when the Holy Spirit is renewed within 
the candidate for the work God is calling him or her to do in the life of the Church. 
We all have a special part to play however insignificant we might feel it to be.  I have 
been with a family one of whose members has died. The family has been 
overwhelmed by the care given them: visits, meals delivered, phone calls and so 
on.  Another family whose children do not live in Wanganui has been consoled by 
close friends of the deceased: messages, willingness to give reflections on the 
person’s life in the city – which is unknown to the family.  
It’s the little things people do. Greeting someone on the way into Church, helping 
with a parish celebration when no-one else is available, leaping up to do a reading 
when not rostered, taking time to visit someone in trouble, keeping a grieving 
husband company, helping with after Mass smoko and so on. Making people 
welcome at Mass is something we can all do.  I try hard to greet as many as possible 
leaving Mass and to circulate around as much as I can among those who stay for a 
cuppa.  And let’s not forget that our example helps our young ones grow in faith and 
holiness. You see, the work Christ wants of us can be really simple but vitally 
important 
Let’s remember those who made their first communion; thank you for the prayers 
supporting Father Craig on his retreat.  
God keep you all safe.  
Father John. 
  
CONGRATULATIONS – To all 
the children who made their 
First Communion on Sunday 
24th August at St Mary’s 
Church.   
 

Liam James L Balaga, Ace Sia, 
Awatea Bradley, Kahui Bradley, 
Molly Weeks, Bartholomew  
Connelly, Uriel Morton, St 
Francies (Jr) Tebouaki, Aria 
Llaguno, Vincent Guardario, 
Miles Donald, Cooper Donald, 
Tomas Poldmaa, Benji 
Edmonds, Alfie  O’Connor, 
Ruby Habgood, Hunter 
Maguire, William Cuff, Dwayne 
Magill, Mathews Martine, 
Issac Martine, Mason Fodie, 
Jordan Carmichael and Ferne 
Bullivant 
 

A big thank you to all who 
helped to make this a special 
day for them all. 
 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

 
NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 1 September 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 2 September 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 3 September 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 4 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 5 September 
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 6 September 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 7 September 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Thursday 4th September 
Safeguarding Workshop 
7.00pm St Mary’s 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


SAFEGUARDING WORKSHOP Matthew Balm Safeguarding Officer for the Palmerston North Diocese is running a workshop 
for all who work with vulnerable people. This includes communion to the sick, working with youth and visiting in the 
community. This will be held on Thursday 4th of September 7pm at Saint Mary’s Church. If you are unable to make this 
workshop-we will be offering another two sessions (one during the day and one in the evening) that you can attend in 
October- date and times yet to be confirmed. 
 

EMERGENCY HOUSING FUNDRAISER - As part of the Exploring Faith Group Homeless Hub Outreach a cake and children's 
book sale will be held after the 9.30am Sunday Mass this week the 31st of August to raise funds for emergency housing.   
 

             SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday, 16th November, we will be holding a Parish Lunch to celebrate Father John’s 80th 
birthday—a milestone we simply cannot let pass by! 
This will be a wonderful occasion for our parish family to gather together and give thanks for Father John’s life, ministry, 

and many years of faithful service.     More details will be shared in the coming weeks—please mark your calendars now! 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by one more week. Parish renewal 
isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register 
today and save: www.hoperenewalsummit.com  
 

Hope and Renewal Summit – Pray for Unity 
This week, we pray for deeper unity in our Church – between 
individuals, parishes, dioceses, cultures, and ministries. As we 
prepare for the Summit, may we ask the Holy Spirit to heal divisions, 
soften hearts, and draw us together in joyful hope. 

Let us pray:  
Lord, unite your Church across parishes, dioceses, 
ministries, and cultures. 
May we grow in humility and listen for the Spirit’s 
promptings in one another. 
St John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus – pray 
for us. 
Give us courage to walk together in joyful hope. 
Amen. 

To learn more or support the Hope and Renewal Summit, visit 
hoperenewalsummit.com or email hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK STATEMENT AND RESOURCES The New Zealand bishops have published their annual Social Justice 
Statement.  The theme for this year’s week is “Let’s Build Peace Together”. The bishops explain that the work of building 
peace is “the vocation of every Christian”. Parishioners can find message and the resources at: https://bit.ly/2025SJW  
 

PILGRIMAGE TO HIRUHARAMA | Expressions of Interest 
We are now taking expressions of interest for our second pilgrimage to Hiruhārama. 
PLEASE NOTE: due to renovations at Hiruhārama occurring later this year, this will now take place on Saturday 21 February 
2026. If interested, email bishop-pa@pndiocese.org.nz with your name, parish and phone number. 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Marianne Vine’s Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Jocelyn Hollis, Margaret O’Leary, Mary Elizabeth Quin, Angela Collins, Keith Brown, Beveley 
Flanagan, Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, Marie Greenwell, Jennifer Falconer 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: Peter Gresham, Josephine Frances Fisher, John Eric Fisher, George Hoskin, Ivan Haddock, 
Margaret Haddock, Lorraine Hartley, Les Foley, Ian Mathieson, Eileen Hickey, Michael Hickey, Mary Watkins 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Sirach 3.17-20, 28-29 Second: Hebrews 12.18-19, 22-24a Gospel: Luke 4.1, 7-14 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 7 September First: Wisdom 9.13-18 Second: Philemon 9b-10,12-17 Gospel: Luke 14.25-33 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  
8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
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