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BISHOP OWEN DOLAN RIP 

The Diocese of Palmerston North is saddened to 
announce the death of the Most Reverend Owen 
Dolan, Emeritus Coadjutor Bishop of Palmerston 
North. Bishop Owen passed away peacefully after a 
short illness, aged 96. Ordained a priest in 1954, 
Bishop Owen served faithfully in parishes across 
New Zealand and spent time as a missionary in 
Peru, an experience that deeply shaped his ministry. 
He was ordained Coadjutor Bishop of Palmerston 
North in 1995 and retired in 2004. Please keep 
Bishop Owen and his loved ones in your prayers. 
May he rest in peace. 
Funeral details are: From Thursday 1 May 3.00pm 
until Monday, 5.00pm 
Bishop Owen’s coffin will lie in Our Lady’s Chapel at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, beneath the stained-glass window dedicated to the memory of 
his parents. This is a time to spend and honour Bishop Owen. 
Monday, 5 May |11.00am – 5.00pm 
A Day of Prayer. The lid of Bishop Owen’s coffin will be removed to allow 
family, friends, parishioners and visitors to pay their final respects. 
Monday 5 May | 5.30pm – Vigil Service Held at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit - a time of prayer and remembrance.  
Tuesday, 6 May | 1.00pm Bishop Owen Dolan’s Funeral Requiem Mass will 
be celebrated at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. 
The mass will be livestreamed and the stream will go live 15 minutes prior to 
the Mass: https://youtube.com/live/oGzofe9v7NM?feature=share 
Following the Mass, hospitality will be offered before Bishop Owen is taken 
to Kelvin Grove Cemetery for his interment. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS - To Heike Reitsma, one of our young parishioners, on 
being awarded the New Zealand Bravery Award last Tuesday at Government 
House.  Heike was riding his motorbike with a friend.  They attempted to cross  
a fast-flowing river.  Unfortunately, the friend was trapped under his bike.   
Heike helped him, then ran to call the emergency services.  After a while the 
bike was pushed off the other boy whom Heike then rescued from the river. 
 

EXPOSITION 
In a newsletter after the Pastoral Day I suggested that we might extend the 
hours of Exposition and Adoration in St Mary’s Church on a Friday morning.   
I have left a timetable for willing people to fill in under the noticeboard 
remembering our dear deceased.  Once it is filled in, we will begin the new 
hours.  It will, I hope, be a time of prayer for our parish, parishioners, and our 
schools.  Thank you, Father John. 
 

REQUIEM MASS IN MEMORY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  
Sun 4 May-The New Zealand Catholic Bishop’s Conference has arranged the 
celebration of a Solemn Requiem Mass for the eternal repose of His Holiness 
Pope Francis, at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North, 6pm 
Sunday, 4 May. This sacred liturgy will be presided over by His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Archbishop Gábor Pintér, Apostolic Nuncio to New Zealand. All 
welcome. There will be a retiring collection after Mass, with proceeds going to 
the St Vincent de Paul Society to support their work with those in need.  
The Mass will be livestreamed –and the stream will go live15 minutes prior to 
the Mass. https://youtube.com/live/Dl-RNOA_hQQ?feature=share  

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
 (on leave) 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday 5 May 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 6 May 
1.00pm Funeral Mass for 
Bishop Owen Dolan at the 
Cathedral Palmerston North 
 

Wednesday 7 May 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 8 May 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Friday 9 May 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 10 May 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 11 May 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
Monday 5 May 
5-9pm Confirmation Session 1 
Palmerston North 
 

15-17 May 
O’Shea Sheld Weekend 
Cullinane College 
 

Tuesday 20 May 
5.30pm Session 1 St Marys 
Older Children Baptism 
Preparation 

https://youtube.com/live/oGzofe9v7NM?feature=share
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTLY ORDINATION | MONSIGNOR BRIAN WALSH 
Parishioners and friends are invited to join Mons. Brian to celebrate a Thanksgiving Mass 
followed by afternoon tea on Sunday 18 May, 2.30 pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North. 
All are welcome, no RSVP required. 
 

NEW WORLD SUPERMARKET DONATE A FAMILY2FAMILY- Go instore to get a $20 pre-filled bag and we 
(New World) will drop it off at City Mission or a local foodbank. You can also donate a bag online. Find out more 
here at newworld.co.nz/family2family  
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AND SEMINARY APPEAL Sunday, 11 May 2025 
On the Fourth Sunday of Easter, 11 May 2025, we are invited to pray especially for those called to the 
priesthood. This day also marks the beginning of National Vocations Awareness Week. We are greatly blessed 
by the generosity and enthusiasm of our men training and following their call to priestly service. At present, we 
have two seminarians, Zung Manh Phan and Sy Nguyen, studying at Holy Cross Seminary in Auckland. 

• Zung is in his third year of formation and has a special interest in pastoral care and parish ministry. 
• Sy is in first year and brings a strong passion for youth outreach and community service. 

Last year, Lam Van Nguyen and Hung Van Nguyen returned to Vietnam to continue their studies and improve 
their English. Hung returned to Vinh City and, with great joy, we share that he has recently passed his IELTS 
exam. He plans to return later this year to prepare for seminary. In the meantime, he is actively assisting in a 
parish and teaching English to local children. Lam, now back in Saigon, is preparing for his English test. Please 
keep him in your prayers as he works toward this important step. 
We are also encouraged by the growing interest in vocations — eight young men have expressed a desire to 
begin seminary formation next year. With a cost of $60,000 per seminarian per year, along with $20,000 per 
year to cover the fixed costs of running the Seminary, your support is more important than ever. We invite you 
to support our seminarians both prayerfully and financially. Your contribution, no matter how small, makes a 
significant difference. Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, you may give 
via direct credit to St Mary’s BNZ 02 0630028802901 Please use your name and ‘Seminary Appeal’ as the 
reference. To our young people: priesthood is always a beautiful and courageous option for your life. If you are 
thinking about it, please feel free to speak with any of our diocesan priests. Parents: if your children show interest 
in a vocation to the priesthood, we encourage you to support them with love, openness, and prayer. For any 
enquiries and support, please contact our Diocese of Palmerston North Vocations Director, Fr Trung 
Nguyen on 022 062 6726 or email vocations@pndiocese.org.nz 
 

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT- Is there more to parish life than just 
Sunday Mass? Yes—so much more. The Hope and Renewal Summit 
is a national gathering for Catholics across Aotearoa who are ready to 
rediscover the vibrant, Spirit-filled life of the Church beyond the pews. 
Whether you’re a parish volunteer, a parent, a young adult, or someone 
who simply wants to see their faith community come alive—this 
Summit is for you. 2-4 October 2025 (for Clergy), 3-4 October (for 
everyone) at the Awapuni Racecourse, Palmerston North. Join clergy, 
parish leaders, and lay people from around the country as we ask bold 

questions, explore real answers, and learn how to build thriving parishes where faith is lived, shared, and grown. 
Registrations now open! For more information and to register: hoperenewalsummit.com 
 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer. 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is Marie Pye’s Team. Further information 
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Creative Card Making Saturday 10 May 10am-4pm 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Rosalie Carson, Pat Haddock 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 5.27-32, 40b-41 Second: Revelation 5.11-14 Gospel: John 21.1-19 
NEXT SUNDAY 11 May First: Acts 13.14,43-52 Second: Revelation 7.9,14b-17 Gospel: John 10.27-30 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm  
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday  
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION 
Begins on Monday, 5 May at S Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm  
until 9 pm. Details of enrolment etc are on our webpage and noticeboards near the Office door. Please 
enrol early. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 
 

. 
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