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HOLINESS AND JUSTICE 
 

 
 

The Israelites were out in the desert, and they began to suffer from hunger. They became 
so hungry that they longed for the ‘good old days’ of slavery in Egypt, when at least they 
had their fill of bread. All of us are in a desert, so to speak, suffering from spiritual hunger. 
So great is this hunger that we long for the ‘good old days’ of our own experience, when 
life seemed simple and all our needs were satisfied.  Every time we come to Mass, Jesus 
comes to us and gives us the bread of life so that we shall never be hungry again.   
 

Today’s readings from Exodus and John are about both holiness and justice - providing all 
people with enough (daily) bread and satisfying our spiritual hunger with “the food that 
remains.  These readings are put together to suggest to us that there is a connection 
between the ‘justice’ issue of hunger and the ‘holiness’ issue of the Eucharist. God knows 
all our needs and wants everyone to share in his providence.  As disciples of our Lord, we 
are called to join in the work of feeding the poor, doing all we can to see that no one goes 
hungry and, just as importantly, bringing people to the Eucharistic table of the Lord to 
meet their spiritual needs.  
 

Many persons today are physically hungry. The solution to starvation and malnutrition, 
in part, requires increased production and improved distribution of food. But it also 
requires a concerted act of solidarity by the nations and peoples of the world. Our 
sharing in the Eucharist inspires us to such solidarity, as well as to actions which express 
it; for sincere celebration of the Eucharist must lead to various works of charity and 
mutual help. U.S. Bishops, The Eucharist and the Hungers of the Human Family 
This week, I encourage you to consider how you can make a difference in the lives of those 
who go hungry here in our own country and if you feel called in the farthest reaches of 
our world. 
 

Congratulations Bishop Owen | 70 Years Ordained 
Diocesan and parish staff gathered with local clergy on 
Thursday 25 July to celebrate Bishop Owen Dolan’s 70th 
anniversary of priesthood. It was a lovely time of kai, 
speeches, and expressions of gratitude for Bishop 
Owen’s unwavering commitment to his faith and 
community. 
 

Parish Feast Day and Assumption Mass  

Thursday 15th August 12.05pm followed by soup 
and buns 
 

Parish Social Sunday 25th August. 10.30-1pm. Potluck 
lunch with Irish band. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
Monday  5 August 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 6 August 
9.30am   Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday  7 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday  8 August 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday  9 August 
10.30am Mass St Joseph’s 
Chapel Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday  10 August 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday  11 August 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Tuesday 13 August   
5.30pm First Communion 
Session 2 St Marys 
Thursday 15th August 
12.05pm Parish Feast Day and 
Assumption Mass 
Sunday 18 August 
7-8.30pm  Quiz Night 
St Mary’s Hall 
Sunday 18th August 
2.00pm Becoming Catholic 
Introductory Session 
Sunday 25th August 
Parish Social 10.30-1pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
Ash Wednesday 14 Feb 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

https://www.amazon.com/Pastoral-Letters-Catholic-Bishops-1975-1983/dp/B000IASPAY
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


Baptism Congratulations to the following 
children who were baptised at St Marys 
Church on Saturday 27th July. Max Crozier, 
William Stewart, Piia, Henry and Charmaine 
Beatson, Lily Slade, Iyesha Clarke, Sukie 
Jones, Kahui and Awatea Bradely, Devon 
Ryan, Freya and Wyatt Cross, Bedhi Poldmaa 
Tomas Herbert Poldmaa, Cooper and Miles 
Poldmaa Donald, Hunter Maguire, Sol and Iya 
Hutchinson. Baptism congratulations also to 
Levi and Zane Knight and their families. They 
were baptised at St Mary’s Church on Sunday 
28th July. 
 

Hospital Chapel- The Catholic Parish of Whanganui has completed its tour of duty at the hospital chapel. Thanks to the 
volunteers who turned up over the four Sundays in July. They did not have many patients to wheel to the services but by 
their presence showed their support for the presiding ministers and the chaplaincy service. Our next month on will be 
about the same time in 2025. 
 

Archbishop Gábor Pintér appointed Papal Nuncio to Aotearoa New Zealand Pope Francis has appointed Archbishop 
Gábor Pintér as the new Apostolic Nuncio to Aotearoa New Zealand. Archbishop Pintér – who will also serve as Apostolic 
Delegate to the Pacific Ocean – succeeds Archbishop Novatus Rugambwa, who returned to Rome in March after suffering 
a stroke last October.  
Full details of the appointment are online here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/nuncio-2/. 
 

Catholic Church response to the final report of the NZ Royal Commission on Abuse in Care The New Zealand Catholic 
Bishops Conference and the Congregational Leaders Conference of Aotearoa NZ have welcomed the final report of the 
Royal Commission on Abuse in Care, which was made public on Wednesday 24 July. 
The bishops and congregational leaders have issued a statement in response to the report: read it at 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/royal/.  Please also continue to refer to the information sheet 
provided by Te Rōpū Tautoko: https://tautoko.catholic.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Tautoko-Info-Sheet-Final-
Report-Release.pdf 
 

 The Holy Family Conference of St Vincent de Paul will be selling tickets for their Father’s Day Raffle 
before and after all Masses between Sat 27 July and Sun 25 August. Tickets will be $2 for ONE or $5 for 
THREE.  Funds raised allow us to help people in the community eg: we recently funded glasses for a young 
girl and provided financial assistance to another young lady in a desperate situation. We regularly provide 
tinned fish to Foodbank. We welcome donations and will provide receipts. Our bank details are:- Society 
of Vincent de Paul in NZ  Account 03 0791 0554578 000.  The Vinnies Shop would appreciate any curtains 
that people can donate to help assist in creating warmer homes. 

 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards jubilee 2025 We have uploaded some prayers written on a variety of topics by people 
across the Diocese onto the Year of Prayer webpage at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2024/05/towards-the-
jubilee-year-of-prayer-2024/. Please feel free to use these prayers in your schools, parishes, homes and communities 
when praying this year. Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 2025 at 
https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/. 
 

Josephite Retreat Quiet Day for the Creative Soul. Two reflective Mondays to explore, nourish and enjoy your creativity within this 
peaceful environment. Topics include Mandalas, Drawing, Painting, Book/Journal making, Collage, Crafts etc. BYO lunch and basic art 
supplies. with Tracey Young and Friends Mon 12 Aug 10am-2.30pm Koha 
Winter Wonderfest Film – Ida A quiet and artfully crafted film about self-discovery. A young girl deals with revelation of who she is 
and where she comes from. with Marie Skidmore rsj Tues 13 Aug 2pm Koha for a cuppa 
Community Liturgy What’s in my kete? How do I nurture it? Sun 18 Aug. 4-5pm Tues 13 Aug, 2pm Koha for a cuppa. To register please 
call Pam on 3455047 ext 3or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Raewyn Hoskin’s Team.  
Further information contact Pat 027 491 9637 or Angela 027 777 1417 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED Robert Butcher and Johannes Graaf 

August Anniversaries Merle Manson, Maria Dekker, Raymond Osborne, Margaret Haddock, Ivan Haddock, Doug Ahern, 
Michael & Eileen Hickey, Thema McCoy, Les Foley, Ian Matheson  
SUNDAY READINGS 04 August First Reading Exodus 16.2-4, 12-15, 31a++ Second Reading Ephesians 4.17,20-24 Gospel 
Reading John 6.24-35 
SUNDAY READINGS 11 Aug First Reading 1 Kings 19.4-8 Second Reading Ephesians 4.30-5.2 Gospel Reading John 6.41-51 
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