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Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 7 October
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s

Tuesday 8 October
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 9 October
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 10 October
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 11 October
11.20am Rite | St Mary’s
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 12 October
9.00am Rite | St Mary’s
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 13 October
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

Advent and Christmas

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui

27 Sundag of Or‘dinarg Time
6 October 2024

PARISH RENEWAL AND THE GREAT COMMISSION

Many of us have been involved in the great work of helping prepare children and
adults to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, Holy Communion and
Confirmation. This work can be very rewarding, watching children and adults grow in
faith and in their understanding of that faith. Over the years, we’ve celebrated these
sacraments well, with joy-filled liturgies and some memorable “after match
functions”. Despite all the hard work of preparation and celebration, the following
Sunday most families are nowhere to be seen and, all too often, we never see them
again. For almost 30 years | have hoped and prayed that these families would stay
and help grow our worshipping church, but most often this has not been the case.

There is a saying “Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again, expecting a
different result”. This saying is attributed to Albert Einstein. It seems to me that his
point is both self-evident and true. According to Einstein, | find myself guilty of
insanity. | don’t want to be insane anymore!

Pope Francis is constantly
reminding us about the core
work of the church, described in
Matthew’s gospel as the Great
Commission: “to go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that | have commanded you”
Matt 28 but.., we haven’t
always listened. During his
parish visit earlier this vyear,
Bishop John spoke to this, telling
us how he had made a conscious
change, choosing to pour his
energy and resources into the
work of evangelisation, following the principles of Divine Renovation. He spoke with
passion about the positive changes his former parish in Rangiora experienced and
many of us present were impacted by his presentation.
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Divine Renovation is all about church renewal and involves a parish community
shifting its focus and energy and resources from a maintenance model to one of
mission. This kind of paradigm shift requires new ways of thinking and working. Some
of you will remember “Renew” which was so successful in the 1980s. A new era calls
a new way of thinking and working. The Divine Renovation model offers skills training

and resources to help disciples of Jesus (that’s all of us) become more fully who we are called to be (disciples) and do the
work we are called to do (missionaries). In November this year the Catholic Parish of New Plymouth is hosting an Open
House so that people like us can see what a new vision of parish and its implementation can look like - for real. In the
words of parish priest Fr Simon Story “we’ve made mistakes but there has been real growth and a new enthusiasm for
being church”. We need Whanganui parishioners to grab this opportunity with both hands and show up. We must be
represented at this event. Bishop John will speak more about this on Sunday morning at Mass. More details over the page.
Fr Craig
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OPEN HOUSE AT THE CATHOLIC PARISH OF NEW PLYMOUTH
3 PM Friday 22 November to 4 PM Saturday 23rd November
573 Devon Street East, Fitzroy, New Plymouth
Registration www.divinerenovation.org/openhouse

It would help Parish planning if you would indicate your interest to the Parish Office (an e-mail, text or a brief note will
suffice). This will help organising attendance, car sharing, etc, to this important event.

FASTING AND PRAYER FOR PEACE Just recently, there has been a huge escalation of military aggression in the Middle East.
| cannot imagine what it is like to live in such an environment but tv coverage gives us a glimpse of the suffering being
caused to so many innocent victims. Together with the terrible situation in Ukraine and all the places we don’t hear so
much about, our world needs real and lasting peace. Pope Francis is asking us to fast and pray on Monday 7 October.
Please see the link below. | encourage you to take this call seriously by doing some real fasting (like missing a meal) and
spending some dedicated time in prayer. Please make a visit to the church any time during the day. Also, | will be
celebrating Mass at 5.30pm on Monday evening. Please do something for the sake of our brothers and sisters who don’t
enjoy the peace we sometimes take for granted. Fr Craig Pope Francis Calls for Global Day of Prayer and Fasting Amid
Escalating Conflict in Holy Land| National Catholic Register (ncregister.com)

YOUTH GROUP IS ON A BREAK There will be no youth group this

week, the 6th of October and the 13th of October for School holidays. RAIN FOREST 2
We will be back on the 20th of October. CATLSSIR.MLTGW e s

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our next meeting is Thursday 10th of October ' 0212560608 ‘
7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui. Bring something to share (biscuits,

baking etc). What to expect: A chance to get to know other young adults in the Parish, watch an episode of The Chosen
and have a chat. An opportunity to grow deeper in faith and community.

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR RAFFLE FUNDRAISER Thanks so much to everyone who supported our raffle fundraiser
the winner will be announced this weekend. We appreciate your support of our teens. Keep an eye out for other
fundraising events.

YOUTH FUNDRAISING QUIZ NIGHT! Our last quiz was so successful we’ve decided to have another: SUNDAY 20th of
OCTOBER | Saint Mary’s Church Hall | 7pm-8.30pm $5 entry Form a team or just come along and we will put you into a
team. The rounds this time are: Flags, Science, Musical's, Current affairs, Art and Music. Dress up in Country, Western,
Cowboy theme for a chance to win the prize of best dressed!

CONGRATULATIONS to Remy Dibben and Ada Healy and their families. Remy and Ada were baptised on Sunday 29"
September at St Marys Church.

Annual Mass to celebrate Jubilees of Priestly Ordination

Everyone is invited to the Mass which will be celebrated on Tuesday 29 October at 12.05 pm in the Cathedral of the Holy
Spirit, Palmerston North, with Bishop John Adams presiding. Those celebrating Jubilees this year are Deacon Danny
Karatea (10 years), Fr Barry Scannell SM (30 years), Fr Percy Kimble SM (50 years), Fr Nicho Verkley OCSO (50 years),
Bishop Owen Dolan (70 years). Congratulations and blessings to all our Jubilarians!

OCTOBER ROSARY For the month of October the Rosary will be prayed before Masses/Communion Services each day
from Monday to Saturday morning. All welcome to attend.

Josephite Retreat

Art and Wellbeing-Feel a sense of wellbeing inspired through your own art with Cory Kondracki Thurs 10 Oct 10am-1pm, $10

Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj Wed 16 Oct 4-5.15pm
Community Liturgy-Thriving Sun 20 Oct 4-5pm

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SUMMER roster for next week is Joan Sullivan’s Team.
Further information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

RECENTLY DECEASED: Elizabeth Chupuico, Sr Marie Hawkins rs;j

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES: Margaret Connors, June Todd, Patrick Todd, Joyce Cummings, John Answorth Roache, Yuko
Irving, Margaret Walsh, Muriel Fleming, Maurice Gallagher, Patrick McGonigle, Colleen Cavanagh

SUNDAY READINGS 6 Oct First Reading Genesis 2.7ab, 8ab, 18-24 Second Reading Hebrews 2.9-11 Gospel Reading Mark
10.2-16

SUNDAY READINGS 13 Oct First Reading Wisdom 7.7-11 Second Reading Hebrews 4.12-13 Gospel Reading Mark 10.17-30
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