Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 7 April
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 8 April
9.30am Mass Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 9 April
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 10 April
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
7.00pm  Reconciliation Rite Il

Friday 11 April
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s

Saturday 12 April

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 13 April
9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm Mass St Mary’s
Upcoming Events

Tuesday 15 April Chrism Mass

12.05 Mass of the Oils
Cathedral Palmerston
North

Wednesday 16 April

11.30am Rite Il St Mary’s

5.30pm Rite Il St Mary’s

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021272 4401

(on leave)
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

Fifth Sunclay in] ent
6 April 2025

You know the expression, ‘I hit rock bottom’?” For the woman in this Sunday’s
Gospel, that phrase must have felt painfully real. Caught in adultery, she was
dragged before an angry mob, not just to be condemned, but to be used as a
trap against Jesus. If He upheld the law and agreed to her stoning, He would
contradict His message of mercy. If He spared her, He could be accused of
ignoring the law. (John 8:6)

But Jesus did something unexpected. He simply said, “Let the one who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone.” One by one, the accusers left, until
only Jesus remained. Instead of punishment, she found mercy. Instead of
death, she was given new life: “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (John 8:11)

How often do we fear coming before God because of our mistakes? We carry
guilt, believing that if we approach Him, we will only find judgment. But Jesus
shows us a different way. He doesn’t expose our sins to humiliate us-He
reveals them so He can heal us.

This Lent, | invite you to run to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It is not just a
place of confession, but an encounter with transforming love. | had the
privilege of offering Reconciliation to the Discipleship Class at Cullinane
College, and it was a joy to see the teens respond to Christ’s mercy with open
hearts. Their willingness to receive forgiveness, despite reconciliation being a
slightly intimidating and possibly uncomfortable experience, reminded me
of the freedom and peace found in this sacrament.

So don’t wait until you hit rock bottom to turn to Christ. His arms are already
open. His mercy is already waiting. Seek Him. Seek healing. Let this Lent be
a time of renewal.

Rain Shore (Youth Minister)

CHRISM MASS-The Chrism Mass for the Palmerston North Diocese will be
celebrated on Tuesday 15 April, 12:05pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
All welcome.

Standing with Care & Support Workers: Invitation from Justice, Peace,
Ecology & Development Commission

As we celebrate the Jubilee of the Sick and Health Care Workers this
weekend, and pray for those working to care for others, let us not forget to also
use our voices in solidarity with care and support workers. One simple action
we can take is to read about how care workers are working together for a care
system that provides support to those who need it, while also providing decent
work for those who provide it, at https://etu.nz/transformingcare/ and write a
letter to the Government calling for pay equity for care and support workers
at https://etu.nz/payequityletter/ . We invite all parishioners to pray and take
practical steps to celebrate and support the sick and healthcare workers in our
church and community this weekend.

"Gratitude should likewise be shown to all those healthcare workers who, often
in precarious conditions, carry out their mission with constant care and concern
for the sick and for those who are most vulnerable." (SPES NON
CONFUNDIT at 11).

Support for Lent Appeal is an ‘act of generosity’The Bishops have today
issued a statement, encouraging people to support their Lenten Appeal as an
"act of generosity". You can find the statement attached, or on the NZCBC
website here: https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-
appeal-is-an-act-of-generosity/ It has also been posted on the NZCBC's
Facebook page.



https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/5-4-25-Jubilee-of-the-Sick-and-Health-Care-Workers.pdf
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https://etu.nz/payequityletter/
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https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-appeal-is-an-act-of-generosity/
https://catholic.org.nz/news/media-releases/support-for-lent-appeal-is-an-act-of-generosity/
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS- starts Sunday 5" April — Don’t forget to put your clocks back &

CONGRATULATIONS to Rebecca Roshan and her family. Rebecca was baptised on Thursday 3™ April at Holy
Family Church.

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION| 18 April 2025

The Holy Father’s Good Friday Collection is a small gesture of solidarity for the Christian communities that still
walk in the footsteps of Jesus. Our New Zealand collection is given for the upkeep of the Shrine Church in Cana,
Galilee, and twenty University scholarships to Bethlehem University. In 1342 the Apostolic See confirmed the
Franciscans as the legitimate guardians of the Holy Land. Funds gathered by each country is forwarded to the
Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land. Please give generously to this collection in support of our brothers and
sisters living in the land our Lord ministered. Many thanks for your anticipated generosity again this year, it is
very much appreciated. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by
direct credit St Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Holy Places’ as reference.

EASTER SUNDAY DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION| 20 April 2024

Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Easter Dues/Offerings Special Collection.
The collection is used by the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests in the various costs pertaining to their
ministries and personal lives. The Clergy Trust Fund is responsible for every aspect of our priests’ wellbeing.
The priests have always expressed their gratitude for the people’s financial support and the care that they
receive. There are also specially marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit St
Marys BNZ 02 0630 0288029 01 your name as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference. Your support and help is always
appreciated! Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund)

LENTEN AND EASTER TALKS On Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm until the end of April.
CARITAS LENT REFLECTION PROGRAM - for more information go to www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer.

& AN
EASTER TIMES \\”/(’ '
Holy Thursday 17" April 7.00pm Mass St Mary’s ¢
Good Friday 18" April 3.00pm Service St Marys g
Easter Vigil 19" April 7.30pm Mass St Marys =
Easter Sunday 20" April 9.30am Mass St Marys HoLy WEEK

CONFIRMATION - Starting Monday 5 May from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM.

Confirmation camp Friday, 20 - Sunday, 22 June 2025 Confirmation Mass Sunday, 20th July 2025, at 5.30
pm at St. Mary's Registration Fill In our online form to register. https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6
CPOW Registration form 2025 Confirmation Registration email it to admin@cpow.co.nz or hand in to office.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8 come along at 4-5.30pm .
on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall. RAIN FOREST "

Yoxmmw
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday s
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.

0212560608
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP As you know, our parish sent a group of 15 teens to

&\
attend Life Teen Summer Camp this January, with incredible support and W
encouragement from our parish community. Life Teen Aotearoa has released a P ! }
report that beautifully captures the experience and the impact it had on our young ;’f/{[f’ il
people. A few printed copies are available in the foyers of Holy Family Church and Saint %;/\ \
Mary’s Church—feel free to have a read! If you'd like a digital copy, please email Rain 2 R
at youth.cpow@gmail.com T T

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Angela Aspinall's Team. Further
information contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Caritas Lenten Sharing Group Monday 7 April 2-2.30pm

Pilgrims Creative Journey Tuesday 8 April 10-2pm

Community Liturgy The Long and Winding Road Sunday 13 April 4-5pm

RECENTLY DECEASED: Pat Curran, Richie Cvitanovich, John Cvitanovich, Kathleen Trillo
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES: Anna Scoullar-Jones, Tony Griffiths, Rose O’Leary

TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 43.16-21 Second: Philippians 3.8-14 Gospel: John 8.1-11
NEXT SUNDAY 13 April First: Isaiah 50.4-7 Second: Philippians 2.6-11 Gospel: Luke 22.14-23.56
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