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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Monday 8 July
9.00am Communion Svc
Holy Family

Tuesday. 9 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

9.30am Holy Family
5.30pm Older Children
Baptism Prep 2

Wednesday 10 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 11 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
9.30am St Annes

Friday 12 July
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

1.15pm Diocesan
Presentation
+ John Adams

Saturday 13 July
9.00am Reconciliation
St Anne’s
9.30am Mass St Anne’s
5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 14 July
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Anne’s

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608
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In today’s Gospel, Jesus
returns to his hometown
of Nazareth, where he
speaks in the synagogue.
We are told, the
townspeople amazed at
/| the wisdom with which
he speaks, and the
power of the miracles
they had heard he was
performing. They are
= even more amazed
because they think they know who Jesus is. He is the carpenter, the son of Mary and
Joseph, and they know all his relatives. They grew up with him. And because they think
they know him, they refuse to accept him. They see the outward person, but they do not
listen to the words he speaks. They had made up their minds about him long ago.
So many people in our society have made up their minds about Jesus and presume that
what they know is the whole story about him. And what they reject is often not the real
Jesus, the Jesus of the Gospels, but some distortion that has found its way into their
thinking. The townspeople do not hear Jesus’ message because they are blinded by
familiarity. Their behaviour is a perfect example of the saying that familiarity breeds
contempt - not just boredom, but actual contempt.
We are not much different from the people of Nazareth. The same thing happens to us all
the time. God is constantly speaking to us through the people we know, through things
that happen to us, through situations in which we find ourselves. Again and again we do
not recognise his voice or hear his message because he is speaking through someone we
know very well, or someone we do not like, or someone who is a total stranger or foreigner
to us.
Because of the blindness of the people, we are told that Jesus was not able to do any of
his great works in Nazareth. How often have we too blocked out God’s love and healing
power because we refused to recognise him in a particular person or a situation? Yet, it
was precisely through this person or experience he was trying to reach us. Jesus now
makes a sad comment on his townspeople: Prophets are not without honour, except in
their hometown and among their own kin and in their own house.
While people in other places greeted Jesus with enthusiasm and hung on his every word,
his own townspeople, even his own family, wrote him off; they treated him with cynicism.
It’s an experience all prophets must be ready for. A prophet is a person who has been
commissioned to proclaim God’s message, to call people to accept God’s word and to urge
them to change their lives and base them on truth and love. Traditionally, prophets both
in the Hebrew Testament and in the long history of Christianity have met with resistance,
hostility and even violent deaths. We have a perfect example in the prophet Ezekiel, who
speaks to
us in the First Reading. He has been called to proclaim God’s message to his people. God
does not promise him an easy time: I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation
of rebels who have rebelled against me...Whether they hear or refuse to hear they shall
know that there has been a prophet among them. It is strange that messages urging
truth, love, justice, freedom and peace arouse such opposition, hostility, hatred and
violence.
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Continued... But it is happening all the time. In fact, in many parts of the world, words like ‘truth’, ‘justice’, ‘freedom’
are seen as dangerous and threatening. Strange as it may seem, there are people who do not want to hear them.
And more Christians have died for their faith in these enlightened and our (so called) civilised times than in any
other. In the not too distant past, Martin Luther King, Jr. died for promoting the equality of all human beings
irrespective of race. Mahatma Gandhi died because, as a Hindu, he was friendly with Muslims. Bishop Oscar Romero
died because he denounced the exploitation of the poor. Dietrich Bonhoeffer died because he attacked the racist
evils of Nazism. And the list could go on and on...

It is something each of us needs to remember. Every one of us, simply because of our baptism, has been called to
be a prophet. We have all been called to spread the message of the Gospel in our families, in our working places,
among our friends, in our society. Whatever is happening, we have to be ready to proclaim and defend truth, love,
justice, freedom and people’s rights and dignity. There are some things over which we cannot compromise; there
are some times when we cannot keep silent. There are times when we may be afraid, or when we feel incompetent
orinadequate. We can take encouragement from Paul in the Second Reading today. He had some sort of very painful
affliction which he felt prevented him from preaching the Gospel effectively and he begged God to take away his
suffering. The answer to his prayer was surprising. He was told that God’s power working through him shone more
in his weakness. Otherwise what he said and did might have been attributed to his own brilliance. So he now totally
accepts all his weaknesses, because then Christ’s power and light shine more clearly through him.

Paul says: Therefore | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ, for whenever | am weak, then | am strong. That is the voice of a true prophet. We too are called not be
discouraged by our shortcomings - whether spiritual, psychological, social or physical. God wants us to be his
instrument. He will stand by us and give us what we need when we need it. But take note - when the Church and
its message are accepted with open arms by any society, then we need to be suspicious about the genuineness of
what we proclaim. Adapted from an article by the Irish Jesuits

PARISH SOCIAL Please keep Sunday 25 August free for our mid-winter parish social.
The entertainment has been booked and it will be a good occasion.

BAPTISM OF OLDER CHILDREN Please pray for our young people and their families
who are preparing for the sacrament of Baptism later this month. We began
preparation two weeks ago. If you missed out, please register at the parish office
and come along on Tuesday evening.

PARISH OFFICE Thank you to Sue Seconi who filled in for Jo while she was away this
week.

CHILDREN'’S MASS Please mark your diaries. The next Children’s focussed Mass will
be on Sunday 1 August. If you would like your child to be involved, helping as a
reader, altar server etc please contact Paula Carter

LITURGY NOTES When the priest says “Let us pray” at the beginning of Mass, we are
given a moment of silent prayer during which we are invited to bring to mind those
people/situations we want to bring before the Lord at this Mass.

CHURCH MAINTENANCE This week repairs have been made to lighting at St Annes
and St Mary’s and plumbing at St Mary’s. Quotes have been sought to fix our heating
problem at St Mary’s. It is now in the hands of the diocese to approve this work. We
have also sourced quotes to replace the door mechanisms at Holy Family. This is not
a cheap fix. Lastly, we need a painter to do some painting at Holy Family. The sacristy
badly needs repainting. If you are available, please contact Jo in the parish office.

Recently Deceased Please pray for all who have died recently including Robert
Butcher, Johannes (Jon) Graaf and Sharon Knuth. Eternal rest grant unto them O
Lord. May they rest in peace.



