Twcntg T hird Sundag in Ordinar9 Time

NEXT WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 8 September
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 9 September
9.30am  C/S Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 10 September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 11 September
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 12 September
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s
Cullinane

Rite | St Mary’s
Mass St Mary’s

11.20am
12.05pm

Saturday 13 September

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 14 September
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Sunday 14 September

St Annes School Mass
9.30am St Mary’s Church

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Jo Boult 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS?
To be a disciple of Jesus means consciously choosing to devote one’s whole life
to following him by learning what he taught and by following his example. This
commitment is a dynamic thing involving committing to ongoing growth in faith,
love, and service of others. There is a cost to discipleship and Jesus made this
clear to his first disciples. Discipleship demands self-denial or surrendering your
own ambitions to God’s will for you and others. Putting Jesus first in your life is
not easy in a world which says very clearly put yourself first (sometimes other
followers will say the same thing). This is just one of many challenges a disciple
faces. Another is being misunderstood. Not everyone will understand the
teachings of Christ and some will openly reject him. Choosing to follow Jesus
involves renewal and openness to being transformed. Change is rarely ever easy,
even when it is sought after.
The best source of knowledge about Jesus the Christ is found in the Gospel
stories. Read what the evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke and John had to say
about him. Don’t concern yourself with inconsistencies. Scripture study will iron
these out in time. Pray to Jesus, by talking to him as you would a friend. And, like
any good friend make time to listen to him. Be honest in your prayers and ask
him, through the Holy Spirit to guide you. Know that your prayers will be
answered but, maybe not in the way you imagine. As he did to others, so often
in the Gospel stories you will be asked to repent from your sins and keep turning
back to him.
Once you begin to know him better then look for him in our world. You will
encounter him most frequently in those who suffer, especially the poor. This is
not wordplay. If you really look, and you’re sincere in your desire to meet him,
you will find him - but don’t be surprised when he looks very different from what
you expect. As | said above, following Jesus is no walk in the park and you will
need to be sustained. Through baptism, the Holy Spirit is with you. Baptism
marks the beginning of a lifelong pilgrimage and includes God’s gift of the Holy
Spirit to help you, to advocate for you, to strengthen you and comfort you. The
church provides other sacraments, especially Mass which is perhaps our greatest
source of grace and strength.
We all need companions for the journey. Pray for and then actively seek out
fellow pilgrims to walk with. We all need people we can trust with our thoughts
and feelings, our fears and concerns. Be generous, be compassionate towards
the poor, allow your heart to be softened and take careful notice of how children
respond to beauty and
truth.  Serve others - e i
without counting the cost ’\ -
and worship God. You /
may well have already \ ‘
been on the road for a
long time. For others, it
may be a new experience.
Wherever you are on the
journey, keep going and
keep following. Fr Craig
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MINISTRY OF HOLY COMMUNION A formation event for new Eucharistic Ministers will be held on Tuesday 16
Sept at 5.30pm at St Mary’s Church. Existing ministers are equally welcome to attend. Refresher sessions will
be made available following Sunday Masses soon. Suhair Pedley

CONGRATULATIONS — to Renzo Buclatin and his family. Renzo was baptised on Saturday 30" August at St Mary’s Church.

THANK YOU - The total received in last Sunday's fund raiser to help the homeless was $903.70 from the sale of cakes,
preserves and children's books plus numerous donations and a big "thank you" to all is given for your generous support.

7% SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday, 16th November, we will be holding a Parish Lunch to celebrate Father John’s 80th
birthday—a milestone we simply cannot let pass by!

This will be a wonderful occasion for our parish family to gather together and give thanks for Father John’s life, ministry,
and many years of faithful service. More details will be shared in the coming weeks—please mark your calendars now!

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT The date for Early bird registrations has been extended by
one more week. Parish renewal isn’t just for one person it’s a shared mission. Come as a
parish. Be renewed. Palmerston North 3-4 October 2025. Register today and save:
www.hoperenewalsummit.com

Hope and Renewal Summit — Pray for Parish Leadership
This week, we lift up in prayer all those who serve in leadership in our parishes — priests,

pastoral workers, lay leaders, volunteers, and staff. Their faithfulness helps sustain the day- TR LA —
. . VOLUNTEERS, AND LAY LEADERS. &
to-day life of our Church. May they be strengthened, encouraged, and guided by the Holy GRANT THEM STRENGTH, CLARITY, | (
Spirit. ST GREGORY THE GREAT, WISEAND |
HUMBLE SERVANT, PRAY FOR OUR

Let us pray: Jesus, bless our priests, staff, volunteers, and lay leaders. Grant them strength, [EEseetaiAAEr Ry

clarity, and joy in their service. St Gregory the Great, wise and humble servant, pray for our TRUST, AND HORE

leaders. Holy Spirit, guide them to lead from a posture of love, trust, and hope. Amen.
To learn more or support the Hope and Renewal Summit, visit hoperenewalsummit.com or
email hoperenewal@pndiocese.org.nz

November 2025 Funding Round | Catholic Charities Foundation

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social Services
are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall Foundation through
the Diocesan Allocations group.

Applications are now open and are due by Tuesday 30 September 2025. Application forms and more information can be
found here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations or please contact
reception@pndiocese.org.nz

SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK STATEMENT AND RESOURCES The New Zealand bishops have published their annual Social Justice
Statement. The theme for this year’s week is “Let’s Build Peace Together”. The bishops explain that the work of building
peace is “the vocation of every Christian”. Parishioners can find message and the resources at: https://bit.ly/2025SJW

WARNING ABOUT SCAMMERS Scammers are impersonating me (again) and asking people to make contact with them,
presumably to take money from them. le asking in my name. Please ignore any suspicious looking requests in my name
and if you are unsure, please contact me by phone. | don’t usually ask people for money and if | was to do so, |
would ask in person. | have contacted the police and my service provider and unfortunately, there is nothing
they (or 1) can do. Please be vigilant. Fr Craig

PARKING- When parking in the church carpark please take care not to block others in. (This has happened twice in recent
weeks). ALSO.... Please ensure you arrive early for mass- don’t walk into Church in the middle of the reading.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Maureen Down’s Team. Further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm on a Sunday at :
Sai : . RAINFOREST 0 * 4

aint Mary's Church Hall ' . . X ( ;
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday night 6.30-8.30pm CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANU! :
Saint Mary's Church Hall. A 0212560608 *

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

RECENTLY DECEASED: Marie Greenwell, Jennifer Falconer

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Purificacion Ajoc, Gordon Smith, Paddy O’Hara, Patricia Kavanagh

TODAY’S READINGS First: Wisdom 9.13-18 Second: Philemon 9b-10,12-17 Gospel: Luke 14.25-33

NEXT SUNDAY 14 September First: Exodus 32.7-11, 13-14 Second: 1 Timothy 1. 12-17 Gospel: Luke 15.1-32
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