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PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD 
 

John the Baptist announced the coming of the (long awaited) Saviour. He told 
the people to: "Prepare the way of the Lord, to make his paths straight and 
proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins". Repentance 
both then, and in our own time, is not just sorrow for past sins, but involves a 
genuine change of heart, leading to a real change of behaviour. 
 

Such choices will lead to a renewed relationship with God and all those whom 
we have hurt or with whom we are in conflict. Seeking forgiveness from God 
and those we've hurt, offers a powerful liberation from the effects of sin and 
evil. In short, forgiveness is all about healing and being made whole again.  
When we actively and consciously seek to restore  our relationships with 
others and with God, life becomes easier.  Isaiah puts it this way: "Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth".   
 

These next few weeks of Advent 
invite us to open ourselves to 
the saving power of God who 
can heal our brokenness, 
strengthens us in our weakness 
and give us hope, when can see 
no way forward. God has the 
power to restore broken 
relationships and heal broken 
hearts.  Simply put, Jesus offers 
new life to all who offer their 
woundedness to him in humility 
and faith.  
 

In this season of grace, leading up to Christmas I encourage you to consciously 
ask yourself: Who is God asking me to be reconciled with?  Who do I need to 
forgive?  Who do I need to ask forgiveness from. What "bits" of my life need 
healing?  Am I at peace - real peace? What or who have I turned my back on?  
In other words: What parts of my life are a mess and need straightening out?  
If you are still unsure about what you need to achieve a more joyful and 
peaceful life, ask our Lord to reveal it to you. Be warned though, you may not 
like what you hear.   
 

Lastly, just like John the Baptist, each one of us has a mission to communicate 
the Spirit of Christ and his message of hope, love, freedom and peace to others 
- to help people fill their valleys and make their rough lives smoother. When 
we reach out to others in genuine humility (having faced our own demons) we 
can be a real witness of Christian joy.  Please take advantage of the extra 
opportunities to be reconciled and healed on offer and in turn, may our good  
God bless you with healing and peace.  Fr Craig Butler 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 9 December 
9.30am  Mass Holy Family 
Immaculate Conception 
 

Tuesday 10 December 
9.30am  C/S Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 11 December 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
St Marcellin School Mass 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 

2.30pm Anointing Mass 
 St Mary’s  
 

Thursday 12 December 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 13 December 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 14 December 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
 

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 15 December  
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s   
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Wednesday 18th December 
7.00pm Advent Reconcil'n  
 St Mary’s 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig 021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John 027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma 027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain 021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


CHRISTMAS DUES SPECIAL COLLECTION- Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have contributed to the Christmas 
Dues/Offerings Special Collection. The Special Collection planned giving envelopes gifted on Christmas Day are for this 
collection. The collection is given to the Clergy Trust Fund to support the priests of the Diocese. There are also specially 
marked envelopes in the foyer, or alternatively please pay by direct credit CPOW BNZ 020630 0288029 01 put your name 
as payee, and ‘Dues’ as reference.  Your support and help is always appreciated! The blessing of Christmas be with you all 
and your loved ones. Fr. Brian Walsh (Chairman of the Clergy Trust Fund) 
 

CLERGY SHIFTS- Bishop John would like to announce the Clergy shifts for 2025 
Fr Sobin Sebastian Assistant Priest The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth 
Fr Trung Nguyen Administrator St Brigid’s Parish, Feilding, St Joseph’s Parish, Ohakune, St Mary’s Parish, Taihape 
Society of Mary Appointments: 
Fr Trevor Tindall SM Parish Priest St Peter’s Parish, Wairoa 
Fr Brian Prendeville SM Parish Priest The Catholic Parish of Napier 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHRISTMAS CHOIR: There will be a practice this coming Thursday, 12 December 7-8.00pm for 
anyone interested in joining the choir to prepare for our Christmas Eve Mass. All singers and musicians are very welcome. 
 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR: Christmas Mass Choir practices will be Wed 18th at 7 pm and Sunday 22nd after the 
5.30pm Mass.  All singers are most welcome. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS A couple who live in Keith Street would like a ride to the Christmas Vigil Mass at St Marys. Please 
talk to Fr Caig if you are able to help. 
 

CULLINANE COLLEGE -is looking for families to host international students from Japan and Brazil in 2025. We have three 
students who urgently need homes. This is a paid opportunity. If you are interested/have any questions, please email 
Kareshma, the International Student Dean - kmartin@cullinane.school.nz 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY CONFERENCE OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL would like to thank all the parishioners who supported their 
Christmas raffle. We are over-whelmed with your response and have sold all the tickets in just two weeks.  
We will draw the raffle early next week and notify the winners. The results will be in next week’s newsletter.  
 

FOOD FOR FAITH DAILY REFLECTIONS - Fr. John O’Connor offers daily reflections for the season of Advent, delivered 
straight to your inbox. These brief encouragements are a great way to prepare for Christmas. Sign up today at 
www.foodforfaith.org.nz. 
 

ANOINTING MASS 2.30PM Wednesday 11th December at St Marys Church. This will be followed by a cup of tea. If you 
could please bring a plate we would be grateful. 
 

WARNING ABOUT SCAMMERS I was made aware on Saturday, that a scammer is impersonating me (again) and asking 
people to make contact with them, presumably to take money from them. Ie asking in my name. I've been to the police 
about this and there's nothing they can do. Please ignore any suspicious looking requests in my name and if you are unsure, 
please contact me by phone.  Please be vigilant. Fr Craig 
 

YOUTH GROUP Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at St Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, 
Friends and Pizza!!  

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm 8 Glasgow Street 
Whanganui 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS- Are available at the office. $15.00 each 
 

BIBLE DIARIES are available at the office. $20.00each. (See Church notice board for bible and payment details). 
 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magazine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey rsj Wed 11 Dec 4-
5.15pm 
Meri Kirihimete – Christmas Liturgy Please bring a non-perishable food item to assist those in need at this time. Sun 15 Dec, 4-5pm 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The Summer roster for next week is Mary Crowley’s Team. Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: John Wicky, Doris Lewis 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Glenn Quayle, Owen Hessian, Susan Simpson, Lynair Burling, Eileen Hoskin 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First Reading Baruch 5.1-9 Second Reading Philippians 1.3-6,8-11 Luke 3.1-6 
NEXT SUNDAY 15 December First Reading Zephaniah 3.14-18a Second Reading Philippians 4.4-7 Luke 3.10-18 
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