‘snow US YOUR uc.m’
‘ _AND YOUR TRUTH y

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR
Monday 9 June
9.00am  C/s Holy Family
Tuesday 10 June

9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Wednesday 11 June
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 12 June
12.05pm Mass St Marys

Friday 13 June
10.00am Mass St Joseph'’s

Cullinane
11.20am Rite I St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 14 June

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 15 June

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

11.30am Older Children
Baptisms St Mary’s

5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Sunday 20 July
5.30pm Confirmation Mass

St Mary’s

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

(atholic Parish of Whanganui
Fcntecost Sunday

8 Junc 2025

PENTECOST: A CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT'S GIFTS

Today’s feast of Pentecost, marks a transformative moment in the life of our
church, reminding us about the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and
the Virgin Mary in the Upper Room. Pentecost signifies the fulfilment of Christ’s
promise to his first disciples (and to all disciples) to send an Advocate, a helper
and a guide. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit filled the apostles with extraordinary
gifts, enabling them to preach in languages they didn’t know and boldly proclaim
the Good News of Christ, risen from the dead. This is more than just an historical
event in the life of the church. Through our Baptism and Confirmation, we too are
given the Holy Spirit, empowering us to witness to Christ’s teachings and spread
this good news to all nations. Pentecost also reminds us of the seven gifts of the
Holy Spirit including: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge,
Piety, and Fear of the Lord. These are precious gifts, given to help us live out our

faith with grace and courage. Wisdom
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perspective, by enabling us to discern his
divine purpose in our lives. The spiritual
gift of Understanding deepens our
comprehension of the mysteries of faith -
the truths revealed in Scripture and
Tradition. Counsel gives us clarity amid
life’s uncertainties and helps us make
decisions which are in line with God’s will.
Fortitude gives us courage to stand firm
in our convictions, when faced with
opposition. The gift of Knowledge helps
us recognize God’s presence in all
creation and shows us the path of life.
Piety encourages us to heartfelt devotion
for God and a genuine love for others.
The most misunderstood gift is the Fear {

of the Lord. This gift is not about being afraid of God but rather deepenmg our
reverence for God’'s awesome majesty (in the best and truest sense of the word
awesome) This gift also strengthens our desire to avoid sin. Lastly, today’s feast
invites us to open our lives to the Holy Spirit's transformative power. Our
response to God’s gifts is (and always should be) to cultivate them, by
consciously allowing them to shape all our choices and our relationships with
others. In choosing to allow the Holy Spirit to take control our lives, we become
living witnesses to the love and truth of Christ, in the same way the apostles were
on that first Pentecost morning. Today’s feast is not merely an historical event but
an invitation to renew our acceptance of the same Holy Spirit, who has the power
to renew and give life to his Church. My prayer for you and your family this week
is that the Holy Spirit’s gifts inspire you to live out your faith with joy and purpose,
bringing the much needed light of Christ to the world. Fr Craig

helps us to see things from God’s
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PARISH COUNCIL After many months of delay, our newly formed Parish Council
met for the first time last week. Nominations were sought and given early in 2024
and following some setbacks, including my ill health, | sought help in choosing a
diverse group of parishioners, all of whom are all actively living out their faith and
are worshipping members of our faith community. | am pleased announce the
following members by name: Joani Balao, Jijo Philip, John McMenamin, Lena
Thomas Sr Liz Hickey RSJ, Mary Thomas, Mon Hernandez, and myself. This
group will meet monthly and will be responsible for the pastoral wellbeing of the
Catholic Community here in Whanganui. More information about each member
and how to contact the secretary re agenda items will be published soon. Fr Craig
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CHRISTIAN UNITY At his first Mass, Pope Leo encouraged the whole church to pray for Christian unity. Jesus
prayed that his disciples would all be one as he is one with God the Father. Sadly this is not the case. The
reformation began a landslide of ongoing separation among the reformed churches. At last count there are more
than 35,000 different Christian traditions throughout the world. Despite the fact that there is so much that we
share in common, the strength of our witness is diminished by our lack of unity, both in worship and practice.
Pope Leo wants us to pray for unity and to work towards it. | encourage you to pray this simple but meaningful
prayer:
Eternal Father, we praise you for sending your Son
to be one of us and to save us.
Look upon your people with mercy,
for we are divided in so many ways,
and give us the Spirit of Jesus to make us one in love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

CONGRATULATIONS to Kayden Hove, Rosalia Delasau, Walter Alexander and Henry Baines and their
families who were all baptised on Sunday 1%t June at St Mary’s Church.

THANKS FROM CITY MISSION FOODBANK:

The 17 schools participating in the O’Shea Shield contributed many bags of staple foods to the local foodbank.
This was very much appreciated as the shelves were really bare. It was great to see them being filled to the
brim again! Just a reminder: Please support the foodbank collection (in the bag at the entrance to the Church)
when you come to Mass as it relies on basics e.g. tea, coffee, cereal, toiletries, baked beans and spaghetti
...and often runs out of these.

SUPPORTING HOSPITAL CHAPEL SUNDAY SERVICE

St Mary’s is one of a dozen Whanganui churches which actively supports the Sunday chapel service at
Whanganui Hospital. Each month of the year a church is rostered to send up to 6 parishioners to help take
patients to the 10am ecumenical service and later escort them back to the wards, also providing morning tea
for the congregation. St Mary’s has supported this ministry for many years. In 2025 we have been allocated
the month of July. If we can arrange a team of about 10 volunteers, parishioners won’t be expected to turn up
every Sunday but will be able to choose which Sundays suit them in this rewarding ministry.

If you are interested in joining the St Mary’s team contact Juliet Kojis 022 0955 051 or David Scoullar

022 1358 374.

THE LYRIC SINGERS present 'GIT ON BOARD' on Sat. 21 June at 2pm at Trinity Methodist Church.
Admission $20

HOPE AND RENEWAL SUMMIT 3 & 4 October, Palmerston North
There are just 3 weeks left to take advantage of Earlybird pricing for the Hope and Renewal Summit! Come be
inspired, equipped, and part of something bigger.
'= Watch, then like and share his message from the Diocesan Facebook page:
Earlybird registrations close 15 June! www.hoperenewalsummit.com

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm

on a Sunday at Saint Mary's Church Hall. % ,
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday Y%M?;'ST&M ({
night 6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. camoC e

0212560608
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION
Session 5. 9 June at St Joseph’s Hall Palmerston North from 5pm until 9 pm.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES AND RECEIPTS-are available for collection from St Mary’s Church foyer.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SOUP roster for next week is the Laurie Team. Further information contact
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

RECENTLY DECEASED: His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop Owen Dolan, Ester Peralta, Graeme McBride,
Kate Hays, Joan Richardson, Enriqueta Julio- Destor

MAY ANNIVERSARIES: Pamela Haami, Sharon Knuth, Gail Stickman, Una Phillips, Bill Phillips, Cath Bidwell

TODAY’S READINGS First: Acts 2.1-11 Second: Romans 8.8-17 Gospel: John 14.15-16, 23b-26
NEXT SUNDAY 15 June First: Proverbs 8.22-31 Second: Romans 5.1-5 Gospel: John 16.12-15


http://www.hoperenewalsummit.com/

