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This is Social Justice Week.  Social Justice Week was established by the New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops Conference (NZCBC) in 1997. It was created to give Catholics an 
opportunity to consider, reflect and act on a particular current social justice issue 
through the lens of our Catholic social teaching. Social Justice Week falls during the 
liturgical season of Ordinary Time, when the liturgical readings teach us about 
discipleship. Our liturgical gathering on Sunday reminds us of the Church as a 
community and as a family united in prayer. The mercy and compassion we receive from 
God flows out into the rest of our week and into our relationships in our wider 
community. The focus this year is  peace through forgiveness. 
Catholic social teaching sees peace as an essential component of social justice, which 
is based on the principles of respect for human dignity, the pursuit of the common 
good, and the protection of human rights. It calls for a transformation of social 
structures and systems that perpetuate violence, inequality and injustice, and for the 
promotion of a culture of peace that values dialogue, reconciliation, and nonviolent 
conflict resolution. Our love for others can lead us to repentance, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation, building a path to lasting peace.  
 

The Social Justice Week tagline for 
2024 is ‘Choose forgiveness, know 
peace.’ The focus this year is on 
forgiveness and reconciliation. This 
year we are looking at how to relate 
to others from a Christian view and 
rebuild peace that may have been lost 
or broken. When we decide to choose forgiveness, we are on the right track to peace.  
 

True peace comes through Christ. Building peace starts with ourselves then extends to 
our immediate circle of relationships, and then to the wider world. Christ and creation 
are present in all these relationships.  Finding personal peace involves balancing 
different aspects of our lives, as discussed in last year’s resources. Developing a 
peaceful relationship with ourselves and with God helps us build a foundation for peace 
in all our relationships.  Then comes our immediate relationships, such as family,  
friends, and people we spend lots of time with. Forgiveness and reconciliation allow us 
to mend and strengthen these relationships to grow peace in our lives. Lastly, is the 
wider community and our nation, extending then to the world. As we extend peace to 
our immediate relationships, we are better equipped to promote peace and 
reconciliation in the wider world. If you would like to host or participate in a discussion 
group, please contact. Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand. 

 
Today, our parish welcomes 12 children who will continue their initiation into our faith 
community by receiving their First Holy Communion. Please keep them and their 
families in your prayers. 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 9 September 
9.00am  C/S Holy Family 
 

Tuesday 10 September 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 11 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 12 September 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 13 September 
10.00am Mass St Joseph’s  

Cullinane 
11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 
12.05pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 14 September 
9.00am  Rite I St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 15 September 
9.30am   Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Office  
 Jo Boult  06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 
Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig  021 272 4401 
Assistant Priest 
 Fr John  027 634 6877 
Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma  027 233 4557 
Youth Minister 
 Rain  021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


 
Caritas NZ has produced a new look Reflection Guide.  I’m very happy to email you a 
copy of this for personal study or print one for those who don’t have access to a 
computer/printer.  Alternatively you can download it directly from the Caritas website at 
caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week  Experience shows that there is greater 
benefit to all when such work is done in a small group.  If you would like to host (or 
participate) in a small group, please contact Jo in the parish office.  Fr Craig 

 
Divine Renovation Open House ‘Save the Date’ 22 & 23 
November 2024. ‘Save the Date’ to the Divine Renovation 
Open House, being hosted by the Catholic Parish of New 
Plymouth. An ‘Open House’ is about building up your 
parish and your surrounding community and reigniting 
your passion for mission. DR Open House is an event 
where we dive into these three keys which we’ve seen 
bear so much fruit and give you practical workshops and 
resources to help spread concepts of renewal to other 
parishes in your area. What is the objective for an Open 
House? A day of learning and collaboration where parishes 
of a similar region gather to learn about the three keys 

from Divine Renovation.1. The Catholic Parish of New Plymouth will share principles and learnings 2. The Divine 
Renovation mission is shared with more parishes 3. More collective learning happens, and more stories shared to inspire 
parishes for what is possible More details will follow, with the link for registrations. Find out more at 
https://divinerenovation.org/openhouse.  If you wish to register your expression of interest, please email Chris at bishop-
pa@pndiocese.org.nz and she will add your name to an email group when registration becomes available. 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Is on this Sunday 6.30-8.30 at Sant Mary’s Hall. Come along for Fun, Faith, Friends 
and Pizza!!  
 

Year of prayer 2024 | Towards Jubilee 2025 
Some great resources have been added to the Diocesan Year of Prayer webpage, and there is now a handy menu at the 
top of the page to easily navigate to the different sections. Keep up to date with what’s happening for the Year of Jubilee 
2025 at https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/jubilee-year-2025/ 
 

Becoming Catholic- RCIA Session 2 Thursday 19th September at 5.30pm at St Marys Church. 
 

St Marcellin School are looking for a caretaker. 10 hours per week: Monday – Friday - start and finish times are 
negotiable. Please send a cover letter, CV and the name of three contactable referees 
to: principal@stmarcellin.school.nz Applications close Thursday 12th September 2024. 
 

Josephite Retreat  
Community Liturgy –What is it, to thrive; exploring fulness of life. Sun 15 Sep  4-5pm 
Waiata, Kōrero and Karakia-Join us in celebrating Maori Language Week with Maramapai Stark-Simon & Lynaire Simon 
Tues 17 Sep 9.30-12pm 
Tui Motu Group-Where articles from the current Tui Motu magaziine are explored and discussed. Wed 18 Sep 4- 5.15pm 
with Liz Hickey rsj 
To register please call Pam on 3455047 ext 3 or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 

Homeless Hub Outreach—The SOUP roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki Team.  
Further information contact Maureen Beard 027 491 2168 Pat Garforth 027 491 9637 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII, Peter Gresham, Mary Gibson (Murphy), Rosalie Coakley, 
Bishop Denis Brown 
 

September ANNIVERSARIES: David McEwen, Margaret Bonisch, Trevor McKernan, Colin Tasker, Stuart Tasker,  
Patricia Kavanagh 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 8 Sept First Reading Isaiah 35.4-7 Second Reading James 2.1-5 Gospel Reading Mark 7.31-37 
 

SUNDAY READINGS 15 Sept First Reading Isaiah 50.5-9 Second Reading James 2.14-18 Gospel Reading Mark 8.27-35 
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