Catholic Parish of Whanganui

THIS WEEK'’S CALENDAR

Monday 10 March
9.00am  C/S Holy Family

Tuesday 11 March
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 12 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 13 March
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 14 March
10.00am Mass St Joseph'’s

Cullinane
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Stations of the Cross
St Mary’s

Saturday 15 March

9.00am Rite | St Mary’s

9.30am Mass St Mary’s

5.30pm Sun Vigil Mass
Holy Family

Sunday 16 March
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass St Mary’s

Upcoming Events

Tuesday 18 March
5.30-6.30pm St Mary’s
First Reconciliation Session 3

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
Parish Office

Jo Boult 06 345 3872

admin@cpow.co.nz
Parish Priest

Fr Craig 021 272 4401
Assistant Priest

FrJohn 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain 021 256 0608

First Sunday in]_ent
9 March 2025

PARISH PRIEST UPDATE Last year, | faced three significant health issues,
including bronchitis which returned in January this year. Even though I'm
beginning to feel better, I'm not at full strength and I'm told it may take weeks
for the symptoms to cease. | discussed this matter with our Bishop, John
Adams earlier this year and he agreed | need a decent break. John contacted
me a week ago to say that a visiting priest has made himself available to our
diocese and he has asked him to come and relieve for six weeks. So, | will be
on leave from this coming Wednesday through to the end of April. This is not
an ideal time of year, with Lent beginning, Easter around the corner and some
substantial projects waiting to begin. As one person reminded me - sometimes
you need to stop, even when the timing doesn’t seem right. | apologise for the
inconvenience this may cause. At the same time, I'm grateful to John Roberts
for his continued support and Fr Alliston Fernandes who will join us this coming
week. Lastly, I'm grateful for people's prayers and ask you to continue to pray.
Thank you and God bless you Fr Craig

DIOCESAN COMMUNICATION Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, As we
bid farewell to WelCom, | wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the
deep gratitude we owe to all those who have contributed to this publication
over the years. WelCom has been a cherished source of news, reflection, and
formation, faithfully serving our diocese and the Archdiocese of Wellington. It
has connected us as a community, kept us informed about the life of the
Church, and helped us grow in our faith. While it is always difficult to say
goodbye, | want to assure you that our commitment to communicating the
Good News remains steadfast. As we move forward, | encourage you to stay
connected through Timanako, the newsletter of the Diocese of Palmerston
North. Timanako—meaning “hope”—will continue to share stories of faith,
highlight the work of our communities and ministries, and provide resources
for spiritual growth. Soon we will be launching a print edition of TGmanako, in
collaboration with the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference. This print edition will
carry the same content as the online version, along with key national news
from the NZCBC, ensuring that all members of our community—especially
those without easy access to digital resources—can stay connected and
informed. | invite you not only to read Tamanako, but to contribute to it. Our
faith is enriched by the voices and experiences of our people, and | encourage
you to share your stories, reflections, and news items so that we may continue
to support and inspire one another. Thank you for your ongoing support and
prayers as we embrace new ways of staying connected as a diocese. May we,
as a faith community, continue to be a people of hope, strengthened by the
love of Christ and the fellowship of one another. God’s blessings and peace to
you all, Bishop John Adams.

Submission for Tdmanako, contact communications@pndiocese.org.nz

STATIONS OF THE CROSS We will begin praying the Stations of the Cross
this coming Friday 14 March, at 5.30pm and continue every Friday through
Lent. The Stations of the Cross is one of the most simple, yet powerful, ways
to prayerfully walk alongside Jesus and encounter him. Each of the fourteen
Stations invites us to contemplate a key moment from Jesus’ begin sentenced
to his death through to his burial. They are a powerful way to step into some
of the most significant moments in human history and encounter Jesus like
never before. For more than a 1000 years, Catholics have been praying this
prayer and this deep spiritual exercise has been transforming lives. Maybe this
year, it's your turn.
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CONGRATULATIONS- to Kevin and Della Hawker who celebrated 50 years of marriage in February.
CONGRATULATIONS- to Samuel and Shaelina Mulliss who were married last Saturday.
FIRST RECONCILIATION-The second session is on Tuesday 11th March at 5.30 pm at St Marys Church.

CATHEDERAL CENTENARY| March 2025 The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit will be celebrating 100 years this
March! There will be a free event on the weekend of 21-22 March to mark this special occasion, featuring
cultural food stands and a musical festival with a variety of different groups 10am-4pm. Mass is at 9am on
Saturday. Everyone is welcome.

CATHNEWS New Zealand. Welcolm is no longer in publication. You can go to newsletter@cathnewsnz.com
for a substitute to Welcom.

CARITAS LENT REFLECTION PROGRAM - for more information go to www.caritas.org.nz/lent-resources

CONFIRMATION -The Catholic Parish of Whanganui offers an engaging and spirited Confirmation Programme
every year during Term 2, held Mondays from 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The Programme consists of seven sessions,
along with a weekend confirmation camp. This year we're combining sessions and the camp with the Palmerston
North Youth to make it the best programme yet!!! Attendance at all sessions and the camp is essential, so please
ensure your participation. The 2025 Confirmation Programme will take place during Term 2, from 05 May 2025
to 23 June 2025.

Parent Session Sunday 4th May 11am Saint Mary's Church Whanganui; Parents attendance required
Confirmation sessions-5:00 pm to 9:00 pm Sessions are held from 6-8pm at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
Palmerston North we will travel to and from Palmerston for these combined sessions. It is a fantastic opportunity
to make other Catholic friends and grow our Young Church community in our Diocese

Sunday 4th May 11am Parents Session; Parents attendance required. Monday, 05 May Monday, 12 May
Monday 19 May, Monday, 26 May Sponsor Night bring your Sponsor along, Monday, 9 June, Monday 16th June
Saturday, 19 July Confirmation Practice; Parents and Sponsors attendance required

Confirmation camp Friday, 20 - Sunday, 22 June 2025

Confirmation Mass Sunday, 20th July 2025, at 5.30 pm at St. Mary's Church with Bishop John Adams, followed
by a Confirmation Celebration in the church hall.

Registration Fill In our online form to register.https://forms.gle/YkowvfoDFhVoHZGc6

You will also need to fill in the Catholic Parish of Whanganui Registration form 2025 Confirmation
Registration and either email it to admin@cpow.co.nz or hand it in to the office at Saint Mary's Church. We're so
excited to have you join our Confirmation Programme for 2025!! Rain

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP-If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm on a Sunday LN
at Saint Mary's Church Hall. ‘ﬁ"%;ﬁw (@
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday night 6.30- =~ cxsee®

8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall.

MACCA'S MINISTRY Wednesday night 7pm-8.30pm at McDonald's Victoria Avenue for year 12 & 13's. Come
along to discuss the readings for Mass on Sunday and chat about life, drink frozen coke or sprite and chill.

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm. 8 Glasgow Street Whanganui

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH-The SUMMER roster for next week is Juliet Kojis’ Team. Further information
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637

JOSEPHITE RETREAT- Caritas Lenten Sharing Group Monday 10 March 2pm-3.30pm
Pilgrim’s Creative Journey With Tracey Young Tuesday 11 March 10am-2pm
Community Liturgy Trusting and Trustworthy Joseph Sunday 16 March 4pm-5pm

CARITAS LENTEN SHARING GROUP-Mon 10 March (and following Mondays until Easter) 2-3pm followed by
a cuppa. In The Quiet Room, Josephite Retreat Centre, 14 Hillside Tce. If interested, contact Liz rsj 021 2080
929 or 06 345 6566 Sunday Gospel Readings during Lent (materials provided)

RECENTLY DECEASED: Shirley Bierman, Heather Graham

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES: Ella Margaret Sullivan, Howard Wilson, Jack Kaveney, Aloha Haami, Beverley
Fearn, Beverley Tasker, Kathryn Haddock, Margaret Shaw, Nancy Francis, Zita Fenerty, Bernard Fenerty, Fr.
Des Levins, Jospehine Boland

TODAY’S READINGS First: Deuteronomy 26. 4-10 Second: Reading Romans 10.8-13 Gospel Reading Luke
4.1-13

NEXT SUNDAY 16 March First: Genesis 15. 5-12, 17-18 Second: Reading Philippians 3.17-4.1 Gospel Reading
Luke 9.28b-36
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