Catholic Parish of Whanganui
T wentieth Sundag in Orclinary Time

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Monday 17 August
9.00am  C/s Holy Family

Tuesday 18 August
9.30am  Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 19 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 20 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 21 August

10.30am Mass Cullinane
11.20am Reconciliation St M
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 22 August

9.00am Reconciliation St M
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family

Sunday 23 August
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Communion Preparation
Session One - 18 August

Planned Giving Programme

“Love, is to will the goocl of
’che other and then do

somet}ﬂing about it”

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office 06 345 3872
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest

Fr Craig Butler 021272 4401
Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877
Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557
Youth Minister

Rain Shore 021 256 0608

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui

16 August 2026

BRADEN JOHNSON Last week Cullinane
College was visited by Braden Johnson a speaker
from the USA. Every student got the opportunity to
hear from Braden in their year level group
throughout the day. Here’s some feedback
received from our students: “This visit was a great
opportunity asitis really rare, that we have a visitor
from overseas coming to our school. Even though
we have youth group and activities related to grow
our faith. This visit felt special and intentional. The
things enjoyed about this visit are: Braden was
walking around the chapel and greeting each
student by introducing his name. It built a pleasant
starting before he started his speech. His speech =8
really showed an insight into an individual [ \

life. Being a role modelto the year 11. Ameaningful lesson | learned is that there
is power in the Eucharist. He said that the Eucharist changed his life.” Year 11
Student “I thought he was amazing. He was extremely inspiring and | felt he
deepened my faith with Jesus to a level |l didn't even know I could go. He was an
amazing speaker and showed his ways of faith in the most intriguing ways. This
amazing man used the perfect words to tell us about his faith in the nicest ways.
While telling us a lot about faith he is also able to balance that out by making us
laugh and even playing a game. Never once did | zone out. He always found
words to say to keep the story engaging. He even started off with meeting
everyone and shaking everyone's hands and learning their names. | would love
to talk to him again in my lifetime.” - Year 9 student
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CONGRATULATIONS to Joan Sullivan and Henry Newrick who both celebrate
significant milestones this weekend. Joan turns 90 on Saturday and Henry turns
80 on Sunday. May God bless them with good health and renewed faith.
SOUND SYSTEM FUNDRAISER A raffle is being held before and after each
Mass next Sunday 23rd August. Tickets are $1 each, or $2 for three, so bring
some CASH and be in to win. A big thank you to everyone who has already
donated. So far we have raised more than 25%.
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION This year’s First Holy Communion programme of preparation begins this Tuesday. More
than 30 children and their families celebrated First Reconciliation earlier this year and they are excited to make this
next significant step in their faith journeys - meeting Jesus in his holy body and blood. Please pray for them and their
families over the next few weeks.

LECTOR FORMATION Further to our Lectors Session held in May, we are facilitating another evening for those who
were unable to attend. 7 - 8pm on Sun 16 August at St Marys with Kerry O'Sullivan (speech coach). Lectors are
respectfully asked to notify attendance to Maree Adams 027 406 5788 or adams.maree@yahoo.co.nz

PARISH NEWSLETTER Various people have suggested revamping our parish newsletter - including using colour
and a larger format, giving us four pages instead of just two. We have engaged a creative expert to come up with a
new and more attractive layout. The use of increased paper size and colour printing will increase the cost, so we
are inviting businesses to sponsor our newsletter. If you are a business owner and would like to sponsor a
newsletter (including your own photo and text) please contact the Parish Office for more information.
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ALPHA Two courses are going to be run starting in September. A lunchtime course at Holy Family
on Monday 7th September and an evening one at St Marys on Wednesday 9th September. Join
us for arelaxed 11 week series with dinner, a short video and open conversation about life, faith
and Jesus. Everyone is welcome. Please scan the QR code and fill in the form to register your
interest or complete the form in the church foyer. For more information please ring Thomas 027 @

296 1244

ALPHA IN A CATHOLIC CONTEXT - Online Training. A series of online training sessions on Alpha in a Catholic
Context will be offered via Zoom in the coming months. These sessions are open to parish priests, leadership
teams, Alpha teams, and anyone interested in learning more about Alpha. Upcoming topics: Where Alpha fits in
parish life 19 August, 7pm and Taking Alpha from good to great 16 September, 7.00pm. Please register by clicking
here

MISSION HUB Discover how Alpha can be a catalyst for parish renewal. Join us for this month's Mission Hub, a
collaboration between Mission Hub and the Catholic Enquiry Centre, as we explore how Alpha can transcend the
"course" model and become a practical, powerful engine for parish transformation with Clare Bell, the new Alpha
Catholic Engagement Manager. Ideal for parish leaders, ministry teams, and anyone passionate about parish
renewal. Monday 17 August, 7.00pm-8.30pm (NZT). Online. Register

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVISOR The Diocese of Palmerston North is seeking a faith-filled and experienced
Catholic educator to join the Catholic Education Office as a 0.6 Religious Education Advisor, beginning January
2027. This permanent part-time role will support schools across the Diocese to strengthen Religious Education,
Catholic Special Character, faith formation and curriculum implementation. The successful applicant will work
alongside school leaders, teachers and diocesan networks to help nurture Catholic identity and mission in our
schools. Applications close Friday 11 September 2026. To learn more or apply, contact Teresa Edwards here
CATHOLIC CHARITIES FOUNDATION Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that provide a helping
hand by supporting Families and Social Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic Charities
Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group. The priority is to
fund Catholic and community organisations who are working in areas identified as priorities by the Catholic
Charities Foundation of Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned with the diocesan goals. We are
charged with the funding support of groups committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational needs in the
diocese. Applications are judged based on need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria. Applications
are now open and are due by Wednesday 30 September 2026. Application forms and more information can be
found here

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL OPUNAKE CELEBRATES 125 YEARS More information can be found here. And to register
your interest click here

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL NEW PLYMOUTH CENTENARY For more information please Register here

FULFILLED: THE PROMISE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE Discover more deeply the beauty of God’s plan for the
Christian life through Fulfilled, a two-day course being held on Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 September. For further
information and registration, visit www.trybooking.com/nz/BDTN.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - the SOUP roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki Group.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary White, Ted Downs, Jennie Kirkwood,

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES Margaret Haddock, Margaret O’Leary, John Brown, Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, lvan
Haddock

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall. Please bring a gold coin

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3 Sun
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NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 22.15-23, Second Romans 11.33-36 Gospel Mathew 16.13-20
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