Catholic Parish of Whanganui
Eightcenth Sunc]ay in Orc]inarg
Time
2 August 2026

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Monday 3 August

9.00am  C/s Holy Family
Tuesday 4 August
9.30am  Mass Holy Family

12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 5 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 6 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 7 August
10.30am Mass Cullinane

11.20am Reconciliation St M
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s
Saturday 8 August

9.00am Reconciliation St M
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family

Sunday 9 August
9.30am Mass St Mary’s
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

Planned Giving Programme tba
Feast Mary McKillop 8 August
Feast Assumption 16 August
First Communion 18 August

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Parish Office
Appointment Pending
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest
Fr Craig Butler

Assistant Priest

Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877

Hospital Chaplain

Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister
Rain Shore

06 345 3872

021 272 4401

021 256 0608

supporting this project.

The Catholic Parish of Whanganui
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COME AND MEET BRADEN
WEONESDAY 5 AUGUST | 6:30PM - 8.00PM

ENCOUNTER WITH BRADEN JOHNSON On Wednesday the 5th of
August Braden Johnson will be visiting our Parish as part of a roadshow
across the Diocese. Come along from 6.30-8pm at Saint Mary’s Church to
hear Braden’s story, be inspired in prayer, and share hospitality
together. Braden will touch on his own powerful testimony of encounter,
share how Christ has made us for more than pursuing our own goals, for more
than a stagnant faith, for more than we could ask or imagine. He will also
share practical tips for how we can support others to grow in their faith. Don’t
miss this opportunity.

ST MARY’S SOUND SYSTEM Church sound systems need to work well so that
the Word of God and the Prayers at Mass and other sacraments can be clearly
heard and understood. They also need to work. Our church sound system
has been failing for some time and has failed completely. Currently, we are
making use of the Indian community’s own sound system. They have
generously offered us the use of their equipment until ours is sorted. One of
the complexities of sound reinforcement is the environment. Churches are by
their very nature challenging with multiple hard surfaces and complex angles.
This is particularly true for our church. The plans of our church are currently
with a specialist engineer in Auckland. Fortunately, technology has improved
significantly in recent years. This project will cost about $40,000. Like the
defibrillator fundraiser, we are asking parishioners to be generous in
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CONGRATULATIONS to Zander Gudsell and his family. Zander was baptised at St Mary’s Church last Sunday here
at St Mary’s Church.

ST PAUL'S WORDS OF WISDOM this Sunday are just as important today as they were when he first wrote them.
Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted,
or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials through which we
triumph, by the power of him who loved us. For | am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince,
nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever
come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8.35-39 Nothing!

LECTOR FORMATION Further to our Lectors Session held in May, we are facilitating another evening for those
who were unable to attend. This will be from 7 - 8pm on Sunday 16 August at St Marys with Kerry O'Sullivan
(speech coach). Lectors are respectfully asked to notify attendance to Maree Adams 027 4065 788
or adams.maree@yaho00.co.nz

Maori Education Collection — Sunday, 23 August 2026 Maori Education is an investment in a vibrant, and faith-
filled New Zealand. Your support is an investment in the future of our young people and our nation.

Successful educational outcomes for young Maori enrich our communities and benefit all New Zealanders. We
are privileged to have the country's only two Catholic Maori boarding schools within our Diocese: Hato Paora
College and St Joseph’s Maori Girls’ College. Through the dedication and commitment of their staff, these
schools continue to provide outstanding care, education, and faith formation for their students.

We also acknowledge with gratitude the many generous parishioners, grandparents, and benefactors who
quietly assist families facing difficulties in meeting school attendance dues. Your kindness and support make a
real difference and are deeply appreciated. Thank you for your generosity and continued commitment to
Catholic Maori education. Specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. Alternatively, donations
may be made by direct credit to the parish bank account St Marys Wanganui BNZ 020630 0288029 01. Please
include your name as the payee and use ‘Maori Ed’ as the reference.
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ALPHA

’ The next alpha will be running from September 2026. Please scan the QR
(--) code and fill in the form to register your interest. For more information
please ring Thomas Thomas 027 2961244 @
Webinar on Witnessing: A Call for Young People to Evangelise Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is
holding its 4t session for the WYD Seoul 2027 webinar series. Join us for this session, Witnessing: A Call for
Young People to Evangelise with the Auckland Diocese NET Team. This will be on Tuesday, 1 of September 2026,
5:00-6:00pm on Zoom online platform. Register through www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026. Fee discounts

apply.

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH — the SOUP roster for next week is the Marie Pye’s team. For further information
contact Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall. Please bring a gold coin o @
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily. p———

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint
Mary's Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the
night might change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass.

All Young Adults welcome.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Mary White, Ted Downs, Jennie Kirkwood,
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES Margaret O’Leary, John Brown, Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, Ivan Haddock

TODAY’S READINGS First: Isaiah 55.1-3 Second: Romans 8. 35, 37-39 Gospel: Matthew 14.13-21
NEXT SUNDAY 9 AUGUST First: 1 Kings 19.9, 11-13 Second: Romans 9.1-5 Gospel: Matthew 14.22-33
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