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Sunday 27 September 2026 marks the 112th World
Day of Migrants and Refugees. In his message for this
year's observance, Pope Leo XIV highlights the plight
of children and young people forced to flee their
homes because of war, poverty, violence,
environmental disasters, and other crises. He reminds
us that migrant and refugee children are among the
most vulnerable, often facing trauma, exploitation,
separation from loved ones, and dangerous journeys.
Read Pope Leo’s message for the 112th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees at
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-
xiv/en/messages/migration/documents/20260811-
world-migrants-day-2026.html  
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Congratulations to Abel Brijesh,
Aiden Brijesh, Alila Mancer,
Angus Humphreys,
Charlotte King, Daniel
Donoghue, Eileen Joby,
Elizabeth Donoghue, Elizabeth
Graham Emma Oca Eshan Sagin
Ezra Clarke-Pereka Ezra Gudsell 

Iyesha Clarke Jeffi Jibu Kanoa Rudolph Kaporere Brown Khanh An Pham Layla Anderson Liam Weeks Lucas King
Maeve Neil Makai Rudolph Matthia Oca Molly Mailman Rogue Howley Sebastian Tom Summer
Luoni and Tessa Hutchins who received First Holy Communion last Sunday. Please pray for them, that they will
always hunger for Christ the bread of life and place him first in their lives. A special thanks to everyone who
contributed to the celebration including the flower ladies, the Indian community for decorating the church, the
food team headed up by Anita, Janice our photographer and all who contributed to our liturgy and after match
function.

Every election matters, but this year, changes to
electoral laws mean that there is less time to enrol to
vote. We can no longer enrol on Election Day or in the
two weeks prior. These changes will impact almost half
a million New Zealanders, particularly those already
marginalised, such as renters, young people or those on
the fringes of society. With these changes, they will be
less able to participate in the election and help choose
decision-makers who take their needs into account. As
Christians we believe that everyone’s voice matters, and
that particularly people who are most marginalised
should be brought in and included. The following video
is produced by a group called Common grace about
how we need to care for our neighbour. It is not about
which party or candidate to vote for. It is about making
sure everyone takes the opportunity to be able to shape
their future. We can make a difference. I encourage you
to watch it. Fr Craig
https://youtu.be/_GSD-XRckhI

IN PREPERATION FOR THE ELECTION
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MASS TIMES

Monday 21st September 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 

Tuesday 22nd September
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 23rd September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 24th September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 25th September
10.30am Mass Cullinane 

11.20am Reconciliation St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 26th September
9.00am  Reconciliation St Mary’s

9.30am  Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Vigil Mass Holy Family

Sunday 27th September
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s

100  YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF VENERABLE MERI HŌHEPA
SUZANNE AUBERT

TH

Meri Hohepa Suzanne Aubert (1835-1926) lived a life of heroic service
and compassion caring for children and the sick. She was a french
religious sister who came to New Zealand in 1860, moving from
Auckland, to Hawkes Bay, to Hiruhama/Jerusalem on the Whanganui
River where she opened a home for orphans and the under privileged,
then onto Wellington where she started two hospitals and founded a
religious order.

All are invited to a special Centennial Mass marking 100 years since
the passing of Venerable Meri Hōhepa Suzanne Aubert, celebrated by
the Catholic Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand at St Mary of the
Angels Church, Wellington, at 2pm on Sunday 4 October 2026. The
Mass will honour Meri Hōhepa's enduring legacy of service,
particularly her work among Māori and with society's most vulnerable
people.  
For more information, visit
https://www.compassion.org.nz/history/celebrate-compassion-2026  
 
The Sisters of Compassion and the Bishops of New Zealand ask you to
pray for the beatification of Meri Hohepa Suzanne Aubert.
Prayer for the cause of Venerable Meri Hohepa Suzanne Aubert.

Lord Jesus Christ,
You taught us that as often as we show compassion to the least of our
brothers and sisters, we show it to you.
Hear our prayer that Venerable Meri Hohepa Suzanne Aubert, who
came to Aotearoa New Zealand to be with Maori, and dedicated her
life to caring for those in poverty and in need, may soon be recognized
by the Church as a saint.
Amen

As Christians we have a
responsibility to care for our
neighbour. This week the Food
bank are in need  Soup (larger
tinned ones), Tuna (middle sized
tins), Peanut butter, Teabags

FOODFOODFOODBANKBANKBANK

Join us on a Friday evening at St Mary’s
Foyer to watch an episode of The Chosen

together, followed by a chance to chat and
reflect on the Gospel story portrayed.

Coming soon watch this space for details!

THE CHOSEN COMING SOON

Save the date: Sunday 1st November 2026 - more info to follow

Pre-Marriage Course. Are you thinking of getting married?
Are you engaged to be married? Do you have a child or

grandchild considering marriage? The Alpha Pre-Marriage
course is coming to town This Christian based course is

available to all couples. It is designed to provide the tools
for a robust, long-lasting and happy marriage. A great

investment opportunity! Seven weekly sessions beginning
Tuesday 22nd September. Please contact Gerard & Kate

Lynch (027 2430430) for more details & to book.

PRE-MARRIAGE COURSE

https://www.compassion.org.nz/history/celebrate-compassion-2026


RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Jo Smillie and Patrick Bullock

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Yvonne Meynell

UPCOMING EVENTS

Alpha Lunchtime at Holy Family Monday

Alpha evening at Saint Mary’s Wednesday  

Planned Giving Programme

READINGS NEXT WEEK 
26th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

First Reading Ezekiel 18: 25-28
Second Reading Philippians 2: 1-11
Gospel Reading John 10:27
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 24 (25)
"Remember your mercies, 0 Lord.”

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH CONTACTS

Maureen 027 491 2168
Pat 027 4919 637

NOVEMBER 2026 FUNDING ROUND | CATHOLIC
CHARITIES FOUNDATION 

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that
provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social
Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic
Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall
Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group. 

Applications are now open and are due by Wednesday 30
September 2026. 
Application forms and more information can be found
here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-
funding-catholic-charities-allocations/ 

22–24 January 2027  Married couples are invited to a
weekend retreat in Palmerston North with Dan and

Stephanie Burke, offering time to pray, reconnect and
grow together in Christ. Registrations open 3

September. More information:
https://divineintimacy2027.netlify.app/ 

25–29 January 2027  In January, priests from across
New Zealand are being invited to Palmerston North for

five days of prayer, fraternity and renewal in their
priesthood. As the lay faithful, we are invited to pray for

our priests and encourage them to attend, helping
make space for them to step away from the demands
of parish life and be renewed in Christ. Find out more:

https://priestlyrenewal2027.netlify.app/ 

For those
attending

Alpha courses
in our Parish

over the next 12
weeks

The Catholic Church around the world will mark the
100th Mission Sunday on October 18.  

The day is set aside to pray for the Church’s mission and
to support those who carry the Gospel to places where

hope is fragile, where faith is young and where believers
often face hardship or persecution. That support can be

financial and through prayer.  
Find out more at: https://missio.nz/ 

The New Zealand Catholic Bishops have written a letter
to Catholic Schools and Parishes – you can find it at

https://missio.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZCBC-Letter-
Mission-Sunday-100-years-1.pdf  

MISSION SUNDAY 100TH CELEBRATION 

St Carlo Acutis’ feast day is October
12 and this year we celebrate only

his second feast day as a saint. 
Were you inspired by St Carlo

during the relic mission or have you
found yourself drawn to his love for

Jesus and the Eucharist? 
Over the next four weeks, we invite
you to pray and notice whether God

might be stirring something. 

Prayer: 
St Carlo, help me to love Jesus as
you did. Pray that I may recognise

the gifts God has given me and
have the courage to use them for

His mission. Amen. 

COULD YOU BE A ST CARLO
MISSIONARY? 

DIVINE INTIMACY IN MARRIAGE
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From 1 September to 4 October, Christians around the
world will celebrate the Season of Creation, an annual
time of prayer, reflection and action for our common
home. This year's theme, Living Water, is inspired by

Ezekiel 47:1-12, where God's life-giving river brings
healing, renewal and abundance wherever it flows.

Resources can be found at
www.tumanako@pndiocese.org.nz/2026/08/season-of-

creation-2026-living-water  

SPONSOR OUR PARISH NEWSLETTER 

We’re looking for local businesses to
partner with us!

Our parish newsletter has recently
been refreshed and is now printed in

full colour, helping us share parish
news, events and community stories

in a vibrant new format.

We invite local businesses to sponsor
our newsletter. Your business logo

and advertisement will be featured in
our printed newsletter, supporting

our parish community while helping
promote your business to our readers.

Contact the Parish
Office for more

information

Sunday 20  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 27  September Last Youth Group for Term 3
6.30-8.30pm

th

Sunday 18  October 1  Youth group for Term 4 6.30-
8.30pm

th st

CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI PARISH CONTACTS

OFFICE HOURS M-F: 8:30am - 3pm

PHONE
06 345 3872

 47 Guyton Street Whanganui 4500

EMAIL
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest 
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401

Assistant Priest
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877

Parish Secretary/Administrator
Louise Barr 06 3453872

Hospital Chaplain
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister
 Rain Shore   021 256 0608

YOUNG ADULTS 

Young Adults meet every fortnight
after the 5.30pm Mass at Saint

Mary’s Church on Sunday evening.
The next Young Adults meeting is

the 27th September.

If you are a Catholic school teacher, preparing for
ministry, seeking academic formation, or wanting to

grow in understanding of the Catholic faith, CTC offers
opportunities to learn and engage with Theology in a

supportive environment. Go to www.ctc.ac.nz for
more information.”

TE KUPENGA CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE IS
NOW ACCEPTING ENROLMENTS FOR SEMESTER

ONE 2027

Walking 100kms from Waitangi to Motuti over Labour
Weekend, October 24th to 27th 2026, on the feast of

Christ The King. Places still available for pilgrims. FFI and
to register go to the official website www.fopp.nz  

FOOTSTEPS OF POMPALLIER PILGRIMAGE STARTS
IN 6 WEEKS TIME!

LIVING WATER: SEASON OF CREATION 2026

A BIG THANK YOU to all who contributed
cakes and cookies and to everyone who
supported the Father's Day Cake Sale
Fund Raiser which resulted in $534
towards the new sound system for St
Mary's.
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