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STARFISH PROJECT
A balikbayan box literally translates to a "returning home
box" sent by overseas Filipinos filled with "pasalubong"
(bringing home gifts). It serves as a physical gift of love and
care from families working abroad. But instead to our own
families, the balikbayan boxes for this year's project will be
sent to families living in slum areas in the Philippines. "The
Starfish Project 2026: Balikbayam Box" is truly a beautiful
manifestation not only of God’s overflowing abundance and
goodness, but also of the bayanihan spirit that continues to
live on, even in this modern time. 

What started as a plan to prepare 4 sets of balikbayan boxes
(4 big + 4 small) grew into something even more amazing!
We were able to fill 10 boxes in total—5 big and 5 small! And
the blessings didn’t stop there! We also received extra
donations that will be shared with Zest Opp Shop. From the
bottom of our hearts, maraming maraming salamat po to
everyone who generously donated new and pre-loved
clothes, shoes, bags, canned goods, noodles, chocolates,
toys, and so much more! Thank you as well for taking the
time to sort through your pre-loved items at home and
share them with others, even amidst your busy schedules. 

Every donation, big or small, is deeply appreciated.To our
officers who worked behind the scenes, and to all our
amazing volunteers—and our instant volunteers =thank you
so much for giving your time, energy, and helping hands.
Your support made everything possible! Together, we are
making a difference -- one box, one donation, one act of
kindness at a time. 

Neomili Bondoc

PARISH MISSION

You are invited to join us for a special Parish Mission
evening with the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters (MGL
Sisters).

The MGL Sisters are a Catholic religious community
founded and based in Australia seeking to bring the fire of
God’s love to all people. Having experienced the love of
Jesus personally, the Sisters feel invited to live a life
exclusively centred on His love. They express this response
of love to Jesus through vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in a lifestyle of prayer, sisterhood and mission.

Come along for an evening of faith, fellowship,
conversation and prayer, and an opportunity to hear from
the Sisters about their vocation, mission and experience of
God’s call.

Everyone is warmly welcome we would love to see you
there!

Wednesday 2  September | 6.30-8.00PM rd

Saint Mary’s Church



MASS TIMES

Monday 24 August
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 

Tuesday 25 August
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 26 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 27 August
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 28 August
10.30am Mass Cullinane 

11.20am Reconciliation St M
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 29 August
9.00am  Reconciliation St M

9.30am  Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family

Sunday 30 August
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s

READINGS NEXT WEEK 
22  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEnd

1st Reading Jeremiah 20:7-9 
2nd Reading Romans 12:1-2
Gospel Reading Matthew 16: 21-27
Responsorial Psalm
"My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God”

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Communion Preparation 
 Session Two 

Parish Mission Evening with the MGL
Sisters - Wednesday 2  Septembernd

Planned Giving Programme

“Love, is to will the good of the other
and then do something about it”

A raffle is being held before and after each Mass
this Sunday 23rd August. 

Tickets are $1 each, or $2 for three, so bring some
CASH and be in to win. A big thank you to
everyone who has already donated. So far we
have raised more than 25%. 

SOUND SYSTEM FUNDRAISER

ALPHA Two courses are going to be run starting in
September. 

A lunchtime course at Holy Family 
starting on Monday 7  September and th

an evening one at St Marys 
starting on Wednesday 9  September. th

TWO ALPHA COURSES STARTING SOON!

Join us for a relaxed 11 week series with lunch/ dinner, a short
video and open conversation about life, faith and Jesus.
Everyone is welcome. Please scan the QR code and fill in the
form to register your interest or complete the form in the foyer
of the church. 

For more information please ring Thomas 027 2961244

Saint Mary’s Sound System has been failing for some time. Last year
we replaced the lapel microphone used by the priests at Mass. This
was an improvement but did not fix some of the other issues, in
particular sound drop out at unexpected times and the lack of
coverage by the speakers. 

The two large black speakers currently in use are designed for bands.
Their 15inch drivers are designed for maximum base sound used in a
bar or music venue. Think thump thump, which is great for rock
music and teenagers. Our needs are different. We need clarity for
vocal reinforcement. An issue we face here in Whanganui is the lack
of any businesses specializing in sound work. The main reason for
this is the local council supply their own equipment. (This is a known
problem in the city and was identified for me by a provider outside
the district) I have been in contact with a sound engineer from New
Plymouth who has done a lot of work with churches. He has agreed
to look at our system and come up with a proposal with a view to see
what equipment we can reuse and what needs replacement. 

At the same time, I have been in contact with an Auckland based
company that assesses complex buildings (think lots of angles and
hard surfaces) and uses software to design speaker placement. The
more complex the building shape, the more issues with sound
reinforcement, including feedback and coverage. Both organisations
work together and are happy to come up with a proposal. Having
been involved in projects like this, I know the cost will be high, so I
offered a preliminary costing of $40k. It may not cost this much, or it
could cost more. The reason I did so was to kick off fundraising. I
apologise for not making this clear at the time. If you have any
questions about this matter please feel free to talk to me. 

Thanks, Craig

SAINT MARY’S SOUND SYSTEM



RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Nola Morahan

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Margaret Haddock, Margaret O’Leary, John Brown,
Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, Ivan Haddock 

Discover more deeply the beauty of God’s plan for the Christian
life through Fulfilled, a two-day course being held on Saturday
19 and Sunday 20 September, from 8.00am to 5.00pm, at the
Diocesan Centre, Te Rau Aroha, 33 Amesbury Street, Palmerston
North. Facilitated by Maria Paris of Theology of the Body NZ. 

The cost is $35 earlybird or $50 standard, including course
materials, lunch and refreshments. For further information and
registration, visit www.trybooking.com/nz/BDTN. 

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that
provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social
Services are invited to apply for funding from the Catholic
Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the Tindall
Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations group. 

The priority is to fund Catholic and community
organisations who are working in areas identified as
priorities by the Catholic Charities Foundation of
Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and aligned
with the diocesan goals. 

We are charged with the funding support of groups
committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational
needs in the diocese. Applications are judged based on
need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set criteria. 

Applications are now open and are due by Wednesday 30
September 2026. 
Application forms and more information can be found
here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-
funding-catholic-charities-allocations/ 

NOVEMBER 2026 FUNDING ROUND | CATHOLIC
CHARITIES FOUNDATION 

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL ŌPUNAKĒ 
CELEBRATES 125 YEARS

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL ŌPUNAKĒ CELEBRATES
125 YEARS More information can be found here.

And to register your interest click here

ST JOSEPH'S SCHOOL NEW PLYMOUTH 
CENTENARY

For more information please Register here

FULFILLED: THE PROMISE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

The Diocese of Palmerston North is seeking a faith-
filled and experienced Catholic educator to join the
Catholic Education Office as a 0.6 Religious
Education Advisor, beginning January 2027. 
This permanent part-time role will support schools
across the Diocese to strengthen Religious
Education, Catholic Special Character, faith
formation and curriculum implementation. 

The successful applicant will work alongside school
leaders, teachers and diocesan networks to help
nurture Catholic identity and mission in our
schools. 

Applications close Friday 11 September 2026. 
To learn more or apply, contact Teresa Edwards at
tedwards@pndiocese.org.nz 

JOB VACANCY: RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION ADVISOR 

POPE LEO'S PRAYER
INTENTIONS FOR AUGUST

"For evangelisation in the city”

Let us pray that in large cities
often marked by anonymity and
loneliness we find new ways to

proclaim the Gospel,
discovering creative paths to

build community. 

we are inviting businesses to
sponsor our newsletter. If you

are a business owner and
would like to sponsor a

newsletter (including your own
photo and text) please contact

the Parish Office for more
information

S
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NSOR OUR NEWSLETTE
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http://www.trybooking.com/nz/BDTN
https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUuzs83RRA4zSZ54j6f-0iHNFXeK8Ldj4oLeYBjbq5ekrNNQ/viewform?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaER1N3pvMThMbVRocHYydnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6ITFmS6kQxbZ8MrEJ9faB9Nm90x3_ciftWgO6sASN0QxhuYguea7C5czoBgQ_aem_-cAV2ZphtqtPJ_i3dXSYzg
mailto:tedwards@pndiocese.org.nz


Stay connected through Tumanako, the newsletter of the
Diocese of Palmerston North.

Tumanako-meaning "hope"- shares stories of faith,
highlights the work of our communities and ministries,

and provides resources for spiritual growth.
Read and Subscribe by heading to

tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz.
To send a submission for Tumanako, contact

communications@pndiocese.org.nz.

YOUTH GROUP DATES

Sunday 23  August 6.30-8.30pmrd

Sunday 30  August NO YOUTH GROUPth

Wednesday 2  September Parish Mission
Night with the MGL Sisters 6.30-8pm

nd

Sunday 6  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 13  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 20  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 27  September Last Youth Group
for Term 3 6.30-8.30pm

th

CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI PARISH CONTACTS

OFFICE HOURS M-F: 8:30am - 3pm

PHONE
06 345 3872

1 Campbell Street Whanganui 4500

EMAIL
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest 
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401

Assistant Priest
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877

Hospital Chaplain
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister
 Rain Shore   021 256 0608

YOUNG ADULTS

Young Adults meet every fortnight after the 5.30pm
Mass at Saint Mary’s Church on Sunday evening. The

next Young Adults meeting is the 30  of Augustth

LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP 2027

Summer camp with Life Teen is an incredible
opportunity to bring our teens into an amazing life
experience. Life Teen Summer Camp provides
teenagers with an opportunity to be free and
confident in themselves, develop new friendships
with other teens, and encounter God working in
their lives. This is the summer they begin to
experience a bigger and better life than they ever
thought possible.

W H E R E ?

W H E N ?

C O S T ?

Week Two: 19th-23rd of January 2027

Camp Keswick Rotorua

$380 Per Person (We are fundraising to cut
this down as much as possible)

We have some spaces still available for teens 13-17 to attend Life Teen
Summer Camp with our group. Please contact Rain our youth minister
for more information.
Email - youth.cpow@gmail.com
Phone - 0212560608

tel:063453872
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
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