
22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  30 AUGUST 2026

ALPHA Two courses are going to be run starting in
September. 

A lunchtime course at Holy Family 
starting on Monday 7  September and th

an evening course at St Marys 
starting on Wednesday 9  September. th

TWO ALPHA COURSES STARTING SOON!

Join us for a relaxed 11 week series with lunch/ dinner, a short video and open
conversation about life, faith and Jesus. Everyone is welcome. Please scan the
QR code and fill in the form to register your interest or complete the form in

the foyer of the church. 

For more information please ring Thomas 027 2961244

NEWSLETTER

CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI
TE PĀRIHI KATORIKA KI WHANGANUI

COME AND SEE

“Alpha is a faith sharing not a prayer
meeting.”

“I got to explore my relationship with Jesus.”

“The openess of conversation, it is relevant and reliable.”

“The building of community and stronger ties to others.”

“It is a platform breaking open our faith and 
enriching our faith journey.”

“It brings Joy and hope for our Church.”

“I had an inner sense of peace.”

FEEDBACK FROM OUR LAST PARISH ALPHA SERIES

We are delighted to share the news, announced by
Bishop John, of Maria Neville-Foster’s appointment as

Chief Executive Officer of NCEO and APIS. We pray for
God’s blessing upon Maria as she takes on this
important role serving Catholic education across

Aotearoa New Zealand. 

We also give thanks for Kevin Shore, a valued member
of our parish community, who is retiring from the role.

We are graeteful for his years of dedicated service and
leadership in Catholic education and wish him every

blessing for this next chapter.

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER OF NZCEO & APIS

 With the increased cost of living, many people are struggling financially and,
more than ever, our local Foodbank needs our support. Some of us take food
for granted. Either we have full cupboards and freezers or we have enough
money to shop at the supermarket. 

This is not the case for many of our brothers and sisters who are living from
payday to payday - if they are fortunate enough to have a job. I encourage
you to make bringing some items of food and household products to Mass as
part of your regular routine. 

As Christians we have a responsibility to
care for our neighbour. This week the
Food bank are in need of tea bags and
spreads including jam, Vegemite,
margarine etc. Please be generous. 

FOODFOODFOODBANKBANKBANK

Please see the roster for who is on this week

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH



MASS TIMES

Monday 31 August
9.00am  C/s Holy Family 

Tuesday 1st September
9.30am Mass Holy Family
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Wednesday 2nd September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Thursday 3rd September
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Friday 4th September
10.30am Mass Cullinane 

11.20am Reconciliation St Mary’s
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s

Saturday 5th September
9.00am  Reconciliation St Mary’s

9.30am  Mass St Mary’s
5.30pm Mass Holy Family

Sunday 6th September
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s

11.00am Kaiwhaiki Marae
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s

The raffle held last Sunday was won by Maree Whelan and
the amount  raised for the new sound system was $590.
Many, many thanks to Pat the organiser and all who
participated and gave so generously

CAKECAKE

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Communion Preparation 

Parish Mission Evening with the MGL Sisters - Wednesday
2  Septembernd

Alpha Lunchtime at Holy Family Monday 7  Septemberth

Alpha evening at Saint Mary’s Wednesday 9  Septemberth

First Holy Communion Celebration Sunday 13  Septemberth

Planned Giving Programme

SOUND SYSTEM FUNDRAISING

THE EXPLORING FAITH GROUP

invite anyone interested in joining us in reflecting on Pope
Leo's encyclical Magnifica Humanitas -  On safeguarding

the human person in the time of artificial intelligence.
Meet at St Mary's at 10 am Mondays.

A FATHER'S DAY CAKE SALE will be
held next Sunday 6th September after
the 9.30 am Mass, So bring some
CASH, support the sound system
fundraiser and take home some
treats.

  Royal Whanganui Opera House September 3-5

Step into the world of Hadestown: Teen Edition,
where ancient mythology meets unforgettable
music in a moving story that asks what we're

willing to risk for the people we love.
Presented by a talented cast of young performers

from Cullinane College from 3-5 September, this is
a theatrical journey you won't want to miss.

Book your seats today.
https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/saleseven

t/166813

CULLINANE COLLEGE PRODUCTION

For our children
making their FIRST

HOLY COMMUNION on
the 13  of
September

th

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057730536901&__cft__[0]=AZYz3rUXHJOJ6ZNtj9BT4v9bEcyEv_ECe9QGg1XzpUFzQsN_oTkXCliP11OzSikzFspmJ0WB_519Ozxqbjvt6ucGfcMzH8U0BcrsMGE5v9BLI_0EP_p7-yGcQ-80faGo9qeYbgxKhoMySJbmZfRQs00p8Ld20IPJJgb1B88K1Jw__Q&__tn__=-]K-R
https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/166813?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEySVlDTXZ2MTlZWUt4TUptc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvvW2SwRaI2LgAG-RFYCh0MCTk-xkQQXDDXziESLcvGg1N8SXk4TFEnDyhgE_aem_TCFNtV3QgNYCNVPv4AgMkg
https://rwoh.sales.ticketsearch.com/sales/salesevent/166813?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETEySVlDTXZ2MTlZWUt4TUptc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHvvW2SwRaI2LgAG-RFYCh0MCTk-xkQQXDDXziESLcvGg1N8SXk4TFEnDyhgE_aem_TCFNtV3QgNYCNVPv4AgMkg


READINGS NEXT WEEK 
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1st Reading Ezekiel 33: 7-9
2nd Reading Romans 13:8-10
Gospel Reading Matthew 18: 15-20
Responsorial Psalm
"O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts”

SPONSOR OUR PARISH NEWSLETTER 

We’re looking for local businesses to
partner with us!

Our parish newsletter has recently been
refreshed and is now printed in full

colour, helping us share parish news,
events and community stories in a

vibrant new format.

We invite local businesses to sponsor our
newsletter. Your business logo and

advertisement will be featured in our
printed newsletter, supporting our parish
community while helping promote your

business to our readers.

Social Justice Week 2026 will be celebrated from 6-12 September
with the theme You Belong to God | Nā Te Atua anō koe. This
marks the beginning of a three-year journey exploring what it
means to belong: to God, to one another, and to creation. This
year's focus reminds us that we belong to God, who created us

with purpose, knows us fully, and loves us unconditionally. 

Schools, parishes and communities are encouraged to engage
with the week's prayers, liturgies, stories and learning resources,

reflecting on how we can help build communities where everyone
knows they are welcomed, valued and loved. Resources are

available from www.caritas.org.nz/social-justice-week  

SOCIAL JUSTICE WEEK 2026: YOU BELONG TO
GOD | NĀ TE ATUA ANŌ KOE 

PARISH MISSION

You are invited to join us for a special Parish Mission
evening with the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters (MGL
Sisters).

The MGL Sisters are a Catholic religious community
founded and based in Australia seeking to bring the fire of
God’s love to all people. Having experienced the love of
Jesus personally, the Sisters feel invited to live a life
exclusively centred on His love. They express this response
of love to Jesus through vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in a lifestyle of prayer, sisterhood and mission.

Come along for an evening of faith, fellowship,
conversation and prayer, and an opportunity to hear from
the Sisters about their vocation, mission and experience of
God’s call.

Everyone is warmly welcome we would love to see you
there!

Wednesday 2  September | 6.30-8.00PM rd

Saint Mary’s Church

CATHOLIC PARISH
OF WHANGANUI

 YOUTH GROUP
SENIOR

Sunday 30  August NO YOUTH GROUPth

Wednesday 2  September Parish Mission Night
with the MGL Sisters 6.30-8pm

nd

Sunday 6  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 13  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 20  September 6.30-8.30pmth

Sunday 27  September Last Youth Group th

for Term 3 6.30-8.30pm

RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Nola Morahan & Darren Wallace

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

Margaret Haddock, Margaret O’Leary, John Brown,
Elizabeth Coley, Bella Tioro, Ivan Haddock 

Contact the Parish
Office for more

information

http://www.caritas.org.nz/social-justice-week


CATHOLIC PARISH OF WHANGANUI PARISH CONTACTS

OFFICE HOURS M-F: 9.00am -12pm

PHONE
06 345 3872

1 Campbell Street Whanganui 4500

EMAIL
admin@cpow.co.nz

Parish Priest 
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401

Assistant Priest
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877

Hospital Chaplain
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557

Youth Minister
 Rain Shore   021 256 0608

YOUNG ADULTS MEETING THIS WEEK
30  AUGUSTTH

Young Adults meet every fortnight after
the 5.30pm Mass at Saint Mary’s Church

on Sunday evening. The next Young Adults
meeting is the 13th September.

The Diocese of Palmerston North is seeking a faith-filled and
experienced Catholic educator to join the Catholic Education

Office as a 0.6 Religious Education Advisor, beginning January
2027. 

This permanent part-time role will support schools across the
Diocese to strengthen Religious Education, Catholic Special
Character, faith formation and curriculum implementation. 

Applications close Friday 11 September 2026. 
To learn more or apply, contact Teresa Edwards at

tedwards@pndiocese.org.nz 

JOB VACANCY: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVISOR 

NOVEMBER 2026 FUNDING ROUND | CATHOLIC
CHARITIES FOUNDATION 

Parish groups, agencies and church organisations that
provide a helping hand by supporting Families and Social
Services are invited to apply for funding from the
Catholic Charities Foundation of Palmerston and the
Tindall Foundation through the Diocesan Allocations
group. 

The priority is to fund Catholic and community
organisations who are working in areas identified as
priorities by the Catholic Charities Foundation of
Palmerston North and the Tindall Foundation, and
aligned with the diocesan goals. 

We are charged with the funding support of groups
committed to social, pastoral, charitable and educational
needs in the diocese. Applications are judged based on
need, resource availability and the fulfilment of set
criteria. 

Applications are now open and are due by Wednesday 30
September 2026. 
Application forms and more information can be found
here: https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-
for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/ 

tel:063453872
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz
mailto:tedwards@pndiocese.org.nz
https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
https://pndiocese.org.nz/who-we-are/application-for-funding-catholic-charities-allocations/
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