
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Te Pãrihi Katorika ki Whanganui (2015) 

Diocese of Palmerston North, New Zealand 

 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
16 June 2024; Year B / Weekdays Year 2 

ST MARY’S CHURCH                          
1 Campbell Street 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
22 Tawhero Street 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH 
47 Raine Street 

TE RONGO O TE POI 
(Beat of the Poi to the Gospel) 
584 Kaiwhaiki Road 
Kaiwhaiki Marae  

NGAKAU TAPU (Sacred Heart) 
4491 Whanganui River Road 
Rānana (London) 

HĀTO HŌHEPA (St Joseph’s) 
600 Whanganui River Road 
Hiruhārama (Jerusalem)  

Sunday Readings: Eze: 17.22-24; 2 Cor: 5.6-10; Mk: 4. 26-34 
Next Week: Job: 38.1-4, 8-11; 2 Cor: 5.14-17; Mk: 4. 35-41 THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

Monday 17th June 

9.00am C/S Holy Family 

Tuesday 18th June 

9.30am   Mass Holy Family 

12.05am Mass St Marys 

Wednesday 19th  June 

12.05pm Mass  St Mary’s 

Thursday 20th June 

9.30am Mass St Annes 

12.05pm Mass St  Marys 

Friday 21st June 

10.00am Mass St Josephs 
   (Cullinane Chapel) 

11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 

12.05pm     Mass St Mary’s 

Saturday 22nd June 

9.00am Rite I St Anne’s 

9.30am        Mass St Anne’s 

5.30pm        Mass Vigil Mass 

Holy Family 

Sunday 23rd June 

9.30am        Mass  St Mary’s 

5.30pm        Mass St Annes 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Tuesday 25 June 

5.30pm Older Children Baptism        
Session 1 St Marys Church 

Friday 12th July 

1.15pm Diocesan Annual Report 

Presented by Bishop John and      
Diocesan General Manager Liam 
Greer to be held at St Marys Church. 

SMALL THINGS GROW INTO BIG THINGS 

When a tiny seedling is planted, hopefully it    
becomes a plant or a mighty tree to bring life. In 
the time of our Lord, farmers scattered seed on the 
ground not knowing exactly how this growth   
happened. Today we have a much greater under-
standing of the science of this process. But when it 
comes to understanding human development and 
growth in faith, hope and love many people just 
take it for granted or worse take no notice and 
miss the beauty of what it means to be fully      
human. Unless we stop from time to time to            
actively notice the small almost imperceptible 
changes in our own lives we can miss this       

wonderful mystery. 

Life and love takes time to become apparent and 
grow. In life, little acts count. In fact, that is what a 
life is all about, a succession of moments which on 
their own seem deceptively inconsequential.    
Children grow before our eyes. But they age         
imperceptibly. We recognize growth only after it 
has happened. The full truth of the child is seen 

after the child is a child no more. 

Life, like faith and love, resists most measurement. 
As adults, we may ask of ourselves - have we 
made any progress? We are almost never aware 
of it. In the words of St Paul (for much of our lives) 
We walk in faith, not by sight 2 Corinthians 5.6  
Only with effort and discipline can we become 
more conscious human beings. One way of 
deepening our consciousness is to keep a journal. 
Over time, the worries, fears, preoccupations of 
the previous year seem to melt away. The greatest 
fears and strongest urgencies of five years ago 
may now surprise or even embarrass us. A daily 
examination of our lives can be life-enhancing, 
helping us to notice the small, subtle changes.  We 
do well to pay attention (with gratitude) to the small 

things which we so often take for granted.  

Our faith journey is not so much outward but an 
expansion of the inner journey. Journalling enables 
us to see this inner growth.  Daily reflection on our 
thoughts our feelings and our interactions with 
others and our environment deepens our    
awareness of God’s presence and the movement 

of the Spirit working in and through us.  

Lastly, like farmers who sow seed, we are invited 
by God to scatter our activities, our tiny acts of 
faith and love, flung out not knowing where they 
will land or who will be touched by them. Our    
destiny is in Christ and so, as his disciples we can 
be confident that nothing good or kind or loving will 
ever be lost, but will grow into something even 

more beautiful. 

During my recent adventure, I took a number of 
flights. Some of the flight attendants were very 
attractive. One young woman stood out, not for her 
physical beauty but the goodness of her heart. 
She had the heart of a servant and nothing was 
too much trouble. When I departed the plane, I 
stopped and simply said - “you’re the best”.  She 
was so moved, she gave me a hug. Not bad after 
a 17 hour flight! Who knows what impact our small 
acts of kindness have on others. I like to hope they 
grow, helping them on their journey towards  

becoming more fully human. Fr Craig 

Fr Craig’s Presentation 

This Sunday the 16th of June at 3pm, I will host 
afternoon tea and talk more about my    
adventures overseas, including meeting Pope 
Francis and show some photos. Everyone is      
welcome. If you want to bring some afternoon tea 

food to share that would be great.    
Fr Craig 

Died Recently 

Rosalie Carson, Gail Stockman,  
Stephan Fromont, Patrick Gaines 

Anniversaries 

Jack Heap, Dawn Heap, Maria Koning, Agnes 
Culver, Anne Butler, Fr Steve Hancy,      

David Hartley, Patrick Foley, Una Phillips,   
Bill Phillips, Catherin, Rose Conder, Annemarie 

Connors, Trevor Connors, Gail Stewart,    
Robert Kavanagh, Tom Nevison, Prue Haddock 

Eternal Rest Grant to them O Lord 



Peter’s Pence Collection 
Sunday 30 June 2024 

“All together we are a great supportive force to 
those who have lost their homeland, family, work 
and dignity”  (Pope Francis) 
Peter’s Pence is an offering that may be small but 
is of great symbolic value: it expresses the sense 
of belonging to the Church, and love and trust in 
the Holy Father. It is a tangible sign of communion 
with Him, as Peter’s Successor, and also of atten-
tion to the needs of the disadvantaged, for whom 
the Pope always cares. With your donation, you 
support the Pope’s mission, which extends 
throughout the entire world, from the proclamation 
of the Gospel to the promotion of integral human 
development, education, peace, fraternity among 
peoples and charitable works in aid of people and 
entire populations, thanks also to the activities of 
service carried out by the Holy See every day. 
By contributing to Peter’s Pence, we can all to-
gether support the Pope's mission to support the 
numerous charitable works in aid of people and 
families in difficulty, populations afflicted by natu-
ral disasters and wars, or who are in need of hu-
manitarian assistance. 
If you are not on Planned Giving, you can make 
your donation in an envelope marked Peter’s 
Pence and place in the collection basket. 
“Let us pray through the intercession of Mary, the 
model of humble and joyful evangelization that the 
Church may become a welcoming home, a moth-
er for all peoples and the source of rebirth for our 
world” (Pope Francis). 
 
BISHOPS CREATE SPECIAL WEBPAGE FOR 
JUBILEE 2025 – PILGRIMS OF HOPE 
Pope Francis has declared 2025 as a year of 
Jubilee with the theme Pilgrims of Hope, giving 
voice to his desire for the year to foster a greater 
sense of global sisterhood and brotherhood,  
solidarity with the poor, and caring for the                
environment. 
The NZ Catholic Bishops Conference has created 
a special online page of resources for parishes 
and individuals to use as we walk together           
towards Jubilee 2025–Pilgrims of Hope. The page 
is here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/
jubilee-year-2025/ 
 
LETTER FROM BISHOP STEVE LOWE 
Last week Bishop Steve Lowe sent out a letter to 
all readers of the NZ Catholic newspaper with the 
news that it will be moving to digital-only format in 
July. The last print issue of NZ Catholic will be 
published on 30 June. A copy of the letter can be 
found at http://pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/20240520-SL-letter-to-subscribers.pdf 

BISHOPS SEND LATEST NZ SYNOD                     
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT TO ROME 
A new consultation document prepared by the 
bishops as part of the Holy Father's Synod 2021-
24 process has been sent to Rome. 
This document, titled Towards October 2024, 
follows the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference being 
asked to establish a consultation process to          
discern responses to specific questions related to 
the Vatican’s Synodal Church in Mission report. 
That report was published after the First Session 
of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, held in Rome last October. A 
pdf of Towards October 2024 can be downloaded 
here.  
More information at https://www.catholic.org.nz/
news/media-releases/synod-4/ 
 
ST ANNES CHURCH Further to our decision to 
decommission St Anne’s Church we have agreed 
on a date to commemorate this event. We will 
celebrate a Mass of thanksgiving on Sunday 4 
August, after which the Church building will no 
longer be used as a Church.  
Finance Committee 
 
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 
6.30-8.30pm at Saint 
Mary's Church Hall.  
If you're year 9-13 (or you're 
a super keen year 8 I'll sneak you in) this is for 
you!!  
For more info contact Rain on 0212560608          
or email youth.cpow@gmail.com 

 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP 2025                     
INFORMATION AND PLANNING 
Sunday 16th of June 4.30pm at Saint Anne's 
Church. For teens and their parents interested in 
joining us to attend a fantastic national Catholic 
summer Camp for teens in January.                       
Come along to find out more and plan fundrais-
ing initiatives.  
 
SPOKEN RETREAT 2024 
Are you year 9 and up? Life Teen Whanganui, 
Life Teen New Plymouth and Life Teen Wellington 
are organising a joint mini camp for teens in the 
second week of the school holidays. Tuesday the 
16th-Thursday the 18th of July. Please contact 
Rain on 0212560608 or email 
youth.cpow@gmail.com for more info. 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SOUP 
roster for next week is the Marie Pye’s Team.  
Further information contact Pat 027 491 9637 or 
Angela 027 777 1417 

CARITAS YCC DAY FOR SCHOOLS FRIDAY 
JULY 5 
Caritas YCC Day is Friday July 5 for Catholic 
schools across Aotearoa-NZ.  All six of our bish-
ops are in this video promoting the event, which 
this year will support Holy Trinity School in Papua 
New Guinea. Have fun enjoying a non-uniform 
day knowing that our gold coin fundraising will 
help provide new desks, chairs and resources for 
the students at Holy Trinity, where many are  
going without at the moment. Last year we com-
bined and raised more than $32,000 to help Oe-
cusse School in Timor Leste to fix their toilets to 
bring smiles to their 800 students. Resources for 
students are available at www.caritas.org.nz/ycc-
day.  If July 5 doesn’t work, then schools are en-
couraged to join in on any other day that suits this 
year. Let’s do it! Watch the video to learn about 
the event and find out what YCC stands for: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UqEsNb_22Dg 
 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
Community Liturgy – Matariki, 
Celebrating the Maori New Year 
Sunday 16 June, 4 – 5pm 
Tui Motu Group 
Where articles from the current Tui Motu maga-
zine are explored and discussed. with Liz Hickey 
rsj Wed 19 June, 4-5.15pm 
Two Quiet Hours – Encountering God. 
Spending time with the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son with Juliet Kojis 
What to bring:  A journal & pen. 
Tuesday 25 June, 10am – 12pm,  $10 
Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au     
 
Grass Carpark 

Over the past 10 months we have been looking at 
various options for fundraising, making the best 
use of our resources.  Among other things, we are 
looking at the possibility of leasing the small 
grassed area (the lower unsealed park) for car 
parking. This will not impact our current               

carparking.  

Finance Committee 

       

 
Assistant Priest                
Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Care & Concern 
Network     
Contact Parish Office          

RCIA Parish Catechist 
Tony Hore 
thecoot1944@gmail.com 

Parish Priest 

Fr Craig Butler 

021 272 4401 

craigbutler@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Secretary               
Office hours:8:30am-3pm   
Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
admin@cpow.co.nz 

St Marcellin School 

Principal: Belinda Backwell 

7a Totara St, Wanganui   06 349 0023  
 

St Mary’s School 

Principal:  Jacqui Luxton 

DRS: Cath Daignault 

30 London St, Wanganui   06 343 1227 
 

St Anne’s School 

Principal: Ann-Maree Manson-Petherick                                         

DRS: Jo Gichard. 

45 Raine St, Wanganui    06 343 8389  
 

Cullinane College 

Principal: Tony McBride 

DRS: Helen Dougherty 

15 Peat St, Wanganui      06 349 0105  

 

Prison Chaplain 
Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Youth Minister 
Rain Forest 
0212560608 
youth.cpow@gmail.com 
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