
 
 
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Te Pãrihi Katorika ki Whanganui (2015) 

Diocese of Palmerston North, New Zealand 
 

 

The Nativity of the Lord 

25th  December 2022; Year A / Weekdays Year 1  

 
 
 
 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH  
1 Campbell Street 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
22 Tawhero Street 
 
 
 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH  
47 Raine Street 
 

TE RONGO O TE POI 
(Beat of the Poi to the Gospel) 
584 Kaiwhaiki Road 
Kaiwhaiki Marae  

NGAKAU TAPU (Sacred Heart) 
4491 Whanganui River Road 
Rānana (London) 
 

HĀTO HŌHEPA (St Joseph’s) 
600 Whanganui River Road 
Hiruhārama (Jerusalem)  

Sunday Readings: Isa: 52.7-10; Heb:1.1-6; Jn.1.1-18  
Next Week: Num: 6.22-27; Gal: 4.4-7; Lk: 2.16-21 

MASS TIMES 
Sunday Masses 
 
Whanganui 
  

 Holy Family (HF)  Vigil (Sat)    
 5:30pm   

Malayalam Mass  
(Syro-Malabar Rite)  
(1st Sun of month 5:30pm) 

 

 St Mary’s (SM) 
 9:30am   
   Maori Miha  
  (3rd Sun of month) 
 

 St Anne’s (SA)    
 5:30pm   
 
Kaiwhaiki  
11:00am (1st Sun of month) None in Jan 
 
Hiruhārama  (Jerusalem) 
Rānana  (London) 
12:00pm (4th Sun, alternating venue)  
Next  Mass: Jerusalem 7pm  24th Dec 
 
Weekday Masses   
  

Holiday Timetable  
26 Dec—28 Jan 

St Mary’s   
9:00am: Mon, Tue, Wed, Thru, Fri & Sat 

One daily Mass for the city at  
our central location 

NB: Sunday’s as normal 
 
 Reconciliation (Rite I) 
    
St Mary’s  8:30am (Saturday before Mass 
during January) 

            

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2022 
 

 Christmas Eve—Sat 24 Dec 
           St Anne’s 9:30am (weekday Mass) 
 St Mary’s  7:00pm (Vigil) Carols from 
     6:30pm 
 Jerusalem  7:00pm (Vigil) 
 Holy Family  9:30pm (Vigil) Carols from  
                      9:00pm 
 Christmas Day—Sunday 25 December 
 St Mary’s  9:00am 
 Kaiwhaiki  10:30am 
 

Please Note: No Sunday Christmas evening  
Mass at St Anne’s 

NEW YEARS DAY (normal Sunday Mass times as 
it falls on a Sunday this year)  

 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS  
My Dear Parishioners, I wish to take this oppor-
tunity to wish you and your families every blessing 
as you celebrate the Lord’s Nativity. Thank you for 
the faith you share and the energy you all show in  
living our precious Catholic faith in a time when it 
is not always welcomed by the world. Christ knew 
this experience too, so we are in good company! I 
wish you every blessing in the year ahead. 
   In Christ,  
   Fr Vaughan PP 
 

THE PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE  

Holy Family Housing Development  
This has been a long and drawn out process of 
consultation, but the Finance Committee can now 
share with you that which we have just been  
informed of, that the Holy See has declared in 
writing  to our Apostolic Administrator that, in the 
absence of a Bishop of the Diocese, no significant 
financial decisions should be made. Therefore the 
Housing Development is on hold until a new  
Bishop is Appointed. This was also the view of the 
committee Dec 2021 and we believe is this only 
prudent decision that can be made at this time. 
 

Te Rau Oriwa Trust and Marae  
Much work has gone on over the past 2-years 
between the Finance Committee and the Te Rau 
Oriwa Trust to address the changing nature of our 
community and the requirement to be financially 
sustainable and solvent. Therefore, we would like 
to thank everyone involved with the Trust and 

Marae over past decades as we move forward into 
a new reality which has resulted in the Trust being 
dissolved and the Marae’s closure. The Hall,  
Marae buildings and land returned to Parish  
ownership on 30 Nov 2022, with outstanding debt  
being covered by the Diocese to reimburse the 
Parish for offering bridging finance to this point. 
The Marae is in the process of being decommis-
sioned, with the stones, carvings and toku toku 
being repatriated to the Whanau who created 
them, respecting taonga protocols. Work is also 
underway to long-term lease everything under the 
Hall to an organisation/business to secure the 
financial sustainability of our Parish into the future. 
 

CURRENT PARISH HALL HIRE RATES — 
Hall prices: Private functions $225, Parish Groups: 
$150, Crockery $75, A bond is required to secure 
booking—bookings taken through the Parish Office 
 

Bethlehem University's Br Peter Bray – The 
Kiwi Vice-Chancellor of Bethlehem University, will 
make a NZ speaking tour about the Holy Land, his 
work with his students, and the lives of other  
ordinary Palestinians. 25 
Jan 2023: Te Rau Aroha 
- The Diocesan Centre, 
Palmerston North at 7pm 
26 Jan 2023: St Joseph’s 
Church, New Plymouth at 
7pm. 
 

NEW DONATION TAP-
POINT—We now have a 
new way to make dona-
tions at St Mary’s using 
paywave, aware that 
many don’t carry cash. 
Tap once for $5 Thankyou for your generosity. 

ADORATION & BENEDICTION  
 (NOT UNTIL 1st Week of Feb) 
Wed 6:00pm—7:00pm SM 
Fri 9:00am—11:50am SM  
concluding with Benediction on Fridays 
  

RECONCILIATION (Rite I) 
(NOT UNTIL 1st Week of Feb) 

Fri 11:20am—11:40am  SM 
Sat 9:00am—9:20am SA 
 or by appointment  
 

Words and Music for Mass: All rights reserved © 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-625991 

 
 
 

Died Recently 
 

Christopher Thomas, Poukaha Takuira , Derik 
Brookes, Fr Anthony Zaw Htun , Peter Huijs, 

Owen Hessian, Philomena Kingston,                     
Maria Watts, Wendy McGarva, Joyce Poka,                 

Sr Katherine Ryan 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Elva Hansen, Tom Manson, Craig Shore,  
Betty Bourke, Eileen Hoskin,  

Moira & Ken McGifford, Faith Haddock,  
Bernadette Thompson 

https://pndiocese.org.nz/
https://pndiocese.org.nz/


JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
 

The office at Mount Saint Joseph is closed from 
21 December 2022 – 9 January 2023. 
The first event held at the Josephite Retreat  
Centre is: Open Day 
Join us for an informative stroll through the house 
and grounds of Mount Saint Joseph, incorporating 
the Josephite Retreat Centre, Archives and  
Wetlands. A well kept hidden gem at 14 Hillside 
Terrace, St John’s Hill, Whanganui. 
Sunday 5 February,  2 – 4pm,   Koha 
Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au 
 
ON SALE  NZ Catholic $4 
 
DAILY MASS CALENDARS ($4 each), COLUM-
BAN CALENDARS  ($12 each) & SUNDAY MIS-
SALS ($12 each) are all available from the office. 
 

Christmas Dues Special Collection 
Many thanks to parishioners who in the past have 
contributed to the Christmas Dues collection. The 
“special” planned giving envelopes gifted on 
Christmas Day belong to this collection. The  
money is then given to the Clergy Trust Fund to 
help support the priests serving in the parishes of 
the Diocese as well as retired priests. There are 
specially marked envelopes in the foyer or alter-
natively please donate: BNZ 020630 0288029 01 
and add your name and Dues as references. Your 
support and help is always appreciated!         
Msgr Brian Walsh (Clergy Trust Fund Chairman) 
 

BAPTISMS— Congratulations to Michaela  
Russell and her family. Michaela was baptised on 
Sat 17th December at St Mary’s Church. 
 

Daniel Forsyth-Oosthuizen and his family. Daniel 
was baptised at St Marys Church on Sun 18th 
December. 
 

SVDP—We would like to thank the Parish for 
participating in our Christmas Raffle. Also for all 
your support of our shop throughout the year.  
God Bless and have a happy and holy Christmas. 
 

 
FAREWELL AND COLLECTION FOR                
FR VAUGHAN—  the weekend 7/8 Jan 2023 will 
be his last weekend celebrating Masses as our 
Parish Priest. We will be having a Farewell  
Morning Tea following the St Mary’s 9:30am 
Mass, Sun 8 Jan. As is the custom for departing 
clergy, a farewell collection is being taken up to 
present the funds collected to Father for his 3 
years of service in our Parish. Cash donations 
and personal cards can be made by placing them 
in the Sunday collection baskets at Masses (or  
Office) up until 8 Jan in envelopes marked:              
Fr Vaughan’s Farewell Collection—Thank you. 
  

On Sat 7 January, there will also be supper  
following Vigil Mass at Holy Family, to farewell         
Fr Vaughan. A small plate would be appreciated.  
 
The Parish Office will be closed from Thursday 
22 December until Monday 16 January 2023. 

Prison Chaplain  
Mr Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Assistant Priest                
Rev Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Mrs Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Care & Concern 
Network     
Contact Parish Office          

RCIA Parish Catechist 
Mr Kieran Udy BTh Grad Dip Th  
Kieran Udy  
principal@stmarcellin.school.nz 

Parish Priest 

Rev Fr Vaughan Leslie BTheol, MSPsy 

027 385 9615   

frvjpleslie@yahoo.com 

Parish Secretary—Office hours: 8:30am-3pm   
Mrs Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
info@catholicparishwhanganui.org.nz 
www.catholicparishwhanganui.org.nz 

St Marcellin School 

Acting Principal: Mr Kieran Udy 

7a Totara St, Wanganui 

06 349 0023  

stmarcellin@welearn.school.nz  

www.stmarcellin.school.nz 

 

St Mary’s School 

Principal:  Mrs Jacqui Luxton 

DRS: Mrs Cath Daignault 

30 London St, Wanganui 

06 343 1227 

school@stmarys.ac.nz  

www.stmarys.ac.nz 

 

St Anne’s School 

Principal: Mrs Ann-Maree   

Manson-Petherick                                          

DRS: Mrs Jo Gichard. 

45 Raine St, Wanganui  

06 343 8389  

office@stannes.school.nz 

www.stannes.school.nz 
 

 

Cullinane College 

Acting Principal: Mrs Lida Penn 

DRS: Ms Helen Dougherty 

15 Peat St, Wanganui 

06 349 0105  

office@cullinane.school.nz 

www.cullinanecollege.school.nz 

SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE 
PAUL  
The Catholic Parish of Whan-
ganui Holy Family Conference 
of the Society meets on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month at 
The Vinnies Shop, 217 Victoria Avenue @ 4pm. 
Enquiries: Margaret Gudsell 027 2770336  or 
Kevin Foley 027 3264275  
We welcome new Vincentians.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP 
On hold at this time 
 

MEN’S FAITH-SHARING  
Fridays 7:00am. For further information and  
venue contact Peter 06 342 5812 
 

LEGION OF MARY  
Meets Tuesdays 4pm at Holy Family Church. 
Contact Lake Falconer 06 344 4170 

EXPLORING FAITH GROUPS                                  
Mondays 7:30pm-9pm Zoom meeting &  
Tuesdays 10:00am-Noon. St Marys’ Meeting 
room.  
Contact and enquires to Nancie & Brian Quigley 
06 347 8177 (Evening Group) Jo Smillie 06 345 
0609 (Morning Group) Led by Sr John Bosco 
Kendall rsj.  
 
 

LADIES COFFEE CLUB 
(Will resume next year)  
 
 

CLC (CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMUNITY) 

For information on meeting locations and dates 
please contact Karyn 0278348352 
 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
Meeting fortnightly: Info on Parish Facebook  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
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