
 
 
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Te Pãrihi Katorika ki Whanganui (2015) 

Diocese of Palmerston North, New Zealand 
 

 The Most Holy Trinity 

26 May 2024; Year B / Weekdays Year 2 

ST MARY’S CHURCH                          
1 Campbell Street 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
22 Tawhero Street 

 
 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH  
47 Raine Street 
 

TE RONGO O TE POI 
(Beat of the Poi to the Gospel) 
584 Kaiwhaiki Road 
Kaiwhaiki Marae  
 

NGAKAU TAPU (Sacred Heart) 
4491 Whanganui River Road 
Rānana (London) 
 

HĀTO HŌHEPA (St Joseph’s) 
600 Whanganui River Road 
Hiruhārama (Jerusalem)  

Sunday Readings: Deu: 4.32-34, 39-40; Rom: 8.14-17 Mt: 28.16-20 
Next Week: Ex: 24.3-8; Heb: 9.11-15, Mk: 14. 12-16, 22--26 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 27th May 

9.00am C/S   Holy Family 

 

Tuesday 28th May 

9.30am    C/S Holy Family 

12.05am Mass St Marys 

 

Wednesday 29th  May 

12.05pm Mass  St Mary’s 

 

Thursday 30th May 
 

9.30am C/S St Annes 

12.05pm Mass St  Marys 

 

Friday 31st May 

10.00am Mass St Josephs Chapel 

11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 

12.05pm     Mass St Mary’s  

 

Saturday 1st June 

9.00am Rite I St Anne’s 

9.30am        Mass St Anne’s 

5.30pm        Mass Vigil Mass 

   Holy Family 

 
Sunday 2nd June 

9.30am        Mass  St Mary’s 

11.00am      Mass Kaiwhaiki 

5.30pm        Mass St Annes 
 

 

 

 

ROBERTS’ RAMBLE 

Several times when celebrating Masses with the 
children of our schools I have suggested that they 
should think of things for which they want to thank 
God and for which they wish to ask as they walk 
across the field to the Church. It’s been a good 

reminder to me also. 

I wonder if we forget that the silence after the 
priest has said “Let us pray” is the moment to 
place these matters before God. When various 
ones of you ask for prayers at Mass that is where I 

pray for your intentions. 

There several other moments of silence in the 
Mass. After the first reading and before the psalm 
we have a time to ponder on what we have just 
heard. After the second reading and before the 
gospel acclamation we have another moment of 
peaceful reflection. Thank you dear readers and 

musicians for leaving us this precious moment.   

The next silence is after the homily.   

All these moments are very special times of            

communion with our God guided by the Holy Spirit. 

The final silence is a time of thanksgiving after 

receiving Holy Communion. 

What we do together, singing, listening, praying 
and silent reflection bind us together in a unique 

communion with each other. 

We had a glorious Eucharistic Celebration for 
Cullinane Day. We are so very fortunate to have 
such a wonderful college, good staff and excellent 
students. Please remember the College and our 
primary schools in your daily prayers.                  

As ever, I keep you all in my prayers,  

Father John. 

 
POPE FRANCIS ON PENTECOST 

The priest and poet Clemente Rebora, speaking of 
his conversion, wrote in his diary: “And the Word 
silenced my chatter!” (Curriculum vitae). The Word 
of God silences our superficial chatter and makes 
us say serious words, beautiful words, joyful 

words. “And the Word silenced my chatter!”               
Listening to the Word of God makes the chatter 
stop. This is how to give space in us to the voice  

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

FATHER ARTHUR 

We are very grateful, Father, for your work in the 
parish this last fortnight. It has been a huge help to 
all of us. Thank you. We shall keep you in our 

prayers. 

 
OUR PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

We have vacancies in St Marcellin and St Anne’s 
School rolls. If you know someone searching for a 
school please encourage them to make contact 

with the Principal. 

Died Recently 
 

Blair Campbell, John Bellis,  
Kazimiera Komarkowski , Betty Murphy, John 

Hamblyn 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Maurice Meynell, Pat Meynell, Frances Jones, 
Stephen Gallen, Frances Carson, Francis Smith, 

Hilary Guilford, Pat Haddock,                                 

Christine Sprosson, Maureen MacDougall  
 

Eternal Rest Grant to them O Lord 



Te Rōpū Tautoko would welcome your           
assistance. Please consider completing our   
anonymous evaluation form! Te Rōpū Tautoko, 
the Church group established to engage with the  
Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in Care is 
seeking your thoughts on the Church's                         
engagement with the Inquiry. Feedback received 
will  inform Tautoko's final report, as a reflection of 
the broad reality of peoples' experiences. Takes 5 
to 20 minutes to complete. Closes Friday 24 May. 
https:// tautoko.catholic.org.nz/anonymous -
evaluation/ 

 

 
PRAYER PASTORAL AIDE FOR PRESBYTERS 
As part of the Year of Prayer called by the Holy 
Father and in preparation for Jubilee 2025, the 
Dicastery for Evangelization has prepared a            
prayer resource for Presbyters: With Peter and 
Paul Following the Master. It may be used freely 
in gatherings of presbyters; either together with 
their bishop, or divided into groups in the region. 
Download the pdf at: https://www.catholic.org.nz/
assets/EN-Jubilee-of-Priests.pdf 
 

 
JUBILEE PRAYER NOW ALSO IN TONGAN 
The special Jubilee Prayer for Jubilee Year 2025 
has now also been translated into Tongan. 
Thanks to Fr Line Folaumoeloa (Vice Tongan 
Catholic Chaplain) for the translation and Graphic 
Designer Kauhalaniua Pulotu for the artwork.               
A Word copy is online here https://
www.catholic.org.nz/assets/Tongan-Lotu-e-Siupeli
-2025-2.docx 
The Jubilee Prayer is thus now available in           
English, Māori, Samoan and Tongan on the        
Jubilee Prayer section of our special Jubilee 2025 
web-page: https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/
jubilee-year-2025/#section_2183 
 
BISHOPS CREATE SPECIAL WEBPAGE FOR 
JUBILEE 2025 – PILGRIMS OF HOPE 
Pope Francis has declared 2025 as a year of 
Jubilee with the theme Pilgrims of Hope, giving 
voice to his desire for the year to foster a greater 
sense of global sisterhood and brotherhood,  
solidarity with the poor, and caring for the                
environment. 
The NZ Catholic Bishops Conference has created 
a special online page of resources for parishes 
and individuals to use as we walk together           
towards Jubilee 2025–Pilgrims of Hope. The page 
is here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/
jubilee-year-2025/ 
 
 

—————————————————————-- 

MINISTERS OF COMMUNION TO THE SICK 
AND HOMEBOUND 
A group of sixteen parishioners is taking Holy 
Communion to ninety-two people.  We have an 
increasing number of older parishioners who are 
homebound.  Therefore we have an urgent need 
to find more people willing to take Holy Commun-
ion to them.  If you think a fellow parishioner 
would be suitable for this task, please let Father 
John know. 
 
CHILDRENS’ LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Parishioners may have noticed that we are not 
sending our children to their Liturgy of the 
Word.  This has happened because we do not 
have sufficient people to staff and help.  We need 
people who are willing to undergo a police check 
and who have some skills in leading and caring 
for children.  When you look around on Sunday 
you might see a suitable person.  Please make 
contact with Father John or Paula Carter who take 
the matter forward.  Your prayers would help too. 
 
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 
6.30-8.30pm at Saint 
Mary's Church Hall.  
If you're year 9-13 (or 
you're a super keen year 8 I'll sneak you in) this is 
for you!!  
For more info contact Rain on 0212560608          
or email youth.cpow@gmail.com 

 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP 2025                     
INFORMATION AND PLANNING 
Sunday 16th of June 4.30pm at Saint Anne's 
Church. For teens and their parents interested in 
joining us to attend a fantastic national Catholic 
summer Camp for teens in January.                       
Come along to find out more and plan fundrais-
ing initiatives.  
 
SPOKEN RETREAT 2024 
Are you year 9 and up? Life Teen Whanganui, 
Life Teen New Plymouth and Life Teen Wellington 
are organising a joint mini camp for teens in the 
second week of the school holidays. Tuesday the 
16th-Thursday the 18th of July. Please contact 
Rain on 0212560608 or email 
youth.cpow@gmail.com for more info. 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SOUP 
roster for next week is Mary Crowley’s Team.  
Further information contact Pat 027 491 9637 or 
Angela 027 777 1417 
 
 

_______________________________________ 

HELPING AT HOSPITAL SERVICES 
For many years Jan O’Neill organised a team 
from St Mary’s to help at the Sunday chapel         
services at Whanganui Hospital for one month 
each year. St Mary’s will rejoin this ministry for 
July and volunteers are needed. The plan is to 
meet at the hospital at 9.30am, help patients get 
to the 10am chapel service, give them morning 
tea afterwards and then take them back to their 
wards. It is not difficult as numbers at the services 
are usually small. If we can get enough volunteers 
you will not be needed on every Sunday in July. 
Please contact Juliet Kojis 022 0955 051 or David 
Scoullar 022 1358 374 if you can help even for 
only for one Sunday.  
 
Study Theology at the University of Otago 
The Theology Programme at the University of 
Otago offers many opportunities for the study 
of Theology, Biblical Studies, Church History, 
Ministry, and Pastoral Theology (including Chap-
laincy). You can study either on-campus or across 
Aotearoa New Zealand through our distance 
study programme. We are committed to serving 
Christian communities throughout the country. 
Semester 2 starts on July 15th and new enrol-
ments are due by June 25th. For details of papers 
go to: https://www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study/
papers/ To enrol go to https://www.otago.ac.nz/
study/enrolment/ To keep up to date, like us on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/theologyotago 
 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
Reading & Reflection for Encouragement and 
Spiritual Nourishment-The Book:  Falling Up-
ward by Richard Rohr 
A preliminary meeting to assess interest. On reg-
istration, you will be sent material to read before 
the meeting. Sat 8 June 10am-12pm, Koha with 
Merita Holder and Trish Daws  
Quiet Day for the Creative Soul Three reflective 
Mondays to explore, nourish and enjoy your crea-
tivity within this peaceful environment. Topics 
include Mandalas, Drawing, Painting, Book/ Jour-
nal making, Collage, Crafts etc. 
BYO lunch and basic art supplies. with Tracey 
Young and Friends Mon 10 June 10am-2.30pm.                               
Koha 
Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au               

 
Assistant Priest                
Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Care & Concern 
Network     
Contact Parish Office          

RCIA Parish Catechist 
Tony Hore 
thecoot1944@gmail.com 

Parish Priest 

Fr Craig Butler 

021 272 4401 

craigbutler@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Secretary               
Office hours:8:30am-3pm   
Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
admin@cpow.co.nz 

    

St Marcellin School 

Principal: Belinda Backwell 

7a Totara St, Wanganui 

06 349 0023  
 

St Mary’s School 

Principal:  Jacqui Luxton 

DRS: Cath Daignault 

30 London St, Wanganui 

06 343 1227 
 

St Anne’s School 

Principal: Ann-Maree Manson-Petherick                                         

DRS: Jo Gichard. 

45 Raine St, Wanganui  

06 343 8389  
 

Cullinane College 

Principal: Tony McBride 

DRS: Helen Dougherty 

15 Peat St, Wanganui 

Prison Chaplain 
Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Youth Minister 
Rain Forest 
0212560608 
youth.cpow@gmail.com 
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