
 
 
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Te Pãrihi Katorika ki Whanganui (2015) 

Diocese of Palmerston North, New Zealand 
 

 The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ 

2 June 2024; Year B / Weekdays Year 2 

ST MARY’S CHURCH                          
1 Campbell Street 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
22 Tawhero Street 

 
 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH  
47 Raine Street 
 

TE RONGO O TE POI 
(Beat of the Poi to the Gospel) 
584 Kaiwhaiki Road 
Kaiwhaiki Marae  
 

NGAKAU TAPU (Sacred Heart) 
4491 Whanganui River Road 
Rānana (London) 
 

HĀTO HŌHEPA (St Joseph’s) 
600 Whanganui River Road 
Hiruhārama (Jerusalem)  

Sunday Readings: Ex: 24.3-8; Heb: 9.11-15, Mk: 14. 12-16, 22--26 
Next Week: Gen: 3.8-15; 2 Cor: 4.13, 5-1; Mk: 3. 20-35 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 3rd June 

9.00am C/S   Holy Family 

 

Tuesday 4th June 

9.30am    Mass Holy Family 

12.05am Mass St Marys 

 

Wednesday 5th  June 

12.05pm Mass  St Mary’s 

 

Thursday 6th June 
 

9.30am Mass St Annes 

9.30am Mass Holy Family 

 St Marcellin Day 

12.05pm Mass St  Marys 

 

Friday 7th June 

10.00am Mass St Josephs Chapel 

11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 

12.05pm     Mass St Mary’s  

 

Saturday 8th June 

9.00am Rite I St Anne’s 

9.30am        Mass St Anne’s 

5.30pm        Mass Vigil Mass 

   Holy Family 

 
Sunday 9th June 

9.30am        Mass  St Mary’s 

5.30pm        Mass St Annes 
 

 

 

 

ROBERTS’ RAMBLE 

When I had a farewell lunch with Father Arthur on 
Monday we talked about Blessed Carlo Acutis.  He 
was a remarkable young man.  He spent his last 
summer making an IT site recording every eucha-
ristic miracle.  He died at the end of that summer 
of leukaemia, aged 15.  He was a cheerful young 
man who enjoyed all the pursuits of the young, 
films, comic editing, and video games, and was an 
average student.  One vignette of his school life: 
two fellow students were fighting in the school 
yard. He broke up the fight and , after school, took 
them to his home to help them reconcile. His 
mother was a catholic who did not practice. His 
family employed a young Brahmin from Mauritius, 
Rajesh Mohur, who would accompany him to 
Mass and Adoration. After many conversations 
that young man eventually asked to be baptised 
because of Blessed Carlos’ christian witness and 
conversations about the faith. 
This reminded me of another blessed, Pier Giorgio 
Frassati, who died aged 24 in 1925. He too attend-
ed Mass regularly. He had a great care for the 
poor, often giving away his lunch, on one occasion 
he gave his shoes to a child whose mother was 
unable to provide them for him, sometimes he 
gave his bus fare to poor folk and then would walk 
home. He was also a practical joker among his 
friends, enjoyed hiking and would sometimes call a 
halt claiming he was tired but he had realised one 
or other of his companions was tired and needed 
the rest. 
Both Blessed Pier Giorgio and Blessed Carlos will 
be canonised next year, during the Holy Year. 
Both these young men were remarkable for their 
faith, especially their devotion to Mass and the 
Blessed Sacrament. It was for them the source 
and summit of life. It was the place they learned to 
love, the place that gave them the strength to go 
about among the poor and needy the “rejects of 
society” and care for them in a truly practical        
manner. 
They are a wonderful example to us, refreshing 
and encouraging. I find both rejuvenate my faith 
and my desire to celebrate Mass well and to find 
the nourishment I need to accomplish the tasks 
that come my way each day. 
 
Remember, I keep you in my daily prayers, Father 
John. 

WELCOME BACK FATHER CRAIG. 

We hope the meeting in Rome enthused you in 
your work.  We trust that your visits to shrines in 
Europe has inspired you and that your visit to  
Ireland gave you an holiday and rest and                 

recreation. 

 

ST MARCELLIN DAY 

All parishioners are invited to attend a special 

Mass in honour of St. Marcellin Champagnat, the 

patron saint of our beloved school. 

 

St. Marcellin Champagnat Mass 

Holy Family Parish Church, Tawhero Street, 

Whanganui 

Thursday 6th June 2024, 9:30 – 10:30am 

 

Mass will be followed by morning tea held in St. 

Marcellin School Staffroom from 10:45am         

onwards.    

You are most welcome to join us. 

 
 

Died Recently 
 

Rosalie Carson 
Anniversaries 

 

Jack Heap, Dawn Heap, Maria Koning, Agnes 
Culver, Anne Butler, Fr Steve Hancy,                      

David Hartley, Patrick Foley 
 

Eternal Rest Grant to them O Lord 



BISHOPS CREATE SPECIAL WEBPAGE FOR 
JUBILEE 2025 – PILGRIMS OF HOPE 
Pope Francis has declared 2025 as a year of 
Jubilee with the theme Pilgrims of Hope, giving 
voice to his desire for the year to foster a greater 
sense of global sisterhood and brotherhood,  
solidarity with the poor, and caring for the                
environment. 
The NZ Catholic Bishops Conference has created 
a special online page of resources for parishes 
and individuals to use as we walk together           
towards Jubilee 2025–Pilgrims of Hope. The page 
is here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/
jubilee-year-2025/ 
 
LETTER FROM BISHOP STEVE LOWE 

Last week Bishop Steve Lowe sent out a letter to 
all readers of the NZ Catholic newspaper with the 
news that it will be moving to digital-only format in 
July. The last print issue of NZ Catholic will be 
published on 30 June. A copy of the letter can be 
found at http://pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/

uploads/20240520-SL-letter-to-subscribers.pdf 

 
BISHOPS SEND LATEST NZ SYNOD                     
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT TO ROME 
A new consultation document prepared by the 
bishops as part of the Holy Father's Synod 2021-
24 process has been sent to Rome. 
This document, titled Towards October 2024, 
follows the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference being 
asked to establish a consultation process to          
discern responses to specific questions related to 
the Vatican’s Synodal Church in Mission report. 
That report was published after the First Session 
of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, held in Rome last October. A 
pdf of Towards October 2024 can be downloaded 
here.  
More information at https://www.catholic.org.nz/
news/media-releases/synod-4/ 
 
LYRIC SINGERS CONCERT, Sat 15 June, Trinity 
Methodist Church at 2 pm. 
Choral and instrumental, Celtic music and harp 
and violin. 
Adults $20 Children free 
 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION— 
There will be no meeting next Thursday- 6 June at 
St Marys Church..  

 
 
 
______________________________________ 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 
6.30-8.30pm at Saint 
Mary's Church Hall.  
If you're year 9-13 (or 
you're a super keen year 8 I'll sneak you in) this is 
for you!!  
For more info contact Rain on 0212560608          
or email youth.cpow@gmail.com 

 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP 2025                     
INFORMATION AND PLANNING 
Sunday 16th of June 4.30pm at Saint Anne's 
Church. For teens and their parents interested in 
joining us to attend a fantastic national Catholic 
summer Camp for teens in January.                       
Come along to find out more and plan fundrais-
ing initiatives.  
 
SPOKEN RETREAT 2024 
Are you year 9 and up? Life Teen Whanganui, 
Life Teen New Plymouth and Life Teen Wellington 
are organising a joint mini camp for teens in the 
second week of the school holidays. Tuesday the 
16th-Thursday the 18th of July. Please contact 
Rain on 0212560608 or email 
youth.cpow@gmail.com for more info. 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SOUP 
roster for next week is the Kaiwhaiki Team.  
Further information contact Pat 027 491 9637 or 
Angela 027 777 1417 
 

WHAT DOES THE HOLY FAMILY 
CONFERENCE OF ST VINCENT DE 
PAUL DO? 
Here is a little information about the workings of 
our local Conference.  

*We provide tinned fish to the Foodbank - restock-
ing their shelves every six weeks.  

*We provide financial relief for   prescriptions at 
Gonville Pharmacy  
*We aid families in need when individual requests 
for help are received.  
*We provide Christmas vouchers to needy fami-
lies to help them have a happy Christmas.  
* We visit the sick in our community and keep 
them in our prayers 
* We recently supported 3 national St V de P 
funds:- 
1) Samoan housing fund  
2) Tongan shop project 
3) Sri Lankan water project 

Thank you, parishioners,  for your support of St 
Vincent de Paul’s work.  
 

 
_______________________________________ 

GRASS CAR PARK 

The Whanganui District Council approached us 
regarding a short term lease of the Church grass 
carpark while landscape works around the Davis 
Library and Sarjeant Gallery are completed during 

June – August 2024. 

With the temporary reduction in available parking 
for library customers, their intent is to provide a 
space for workers cars to reduce the potential 

short term impact on available public parking. 

It will be effective from Tuesday 4 June and         
between the hours of 7am and 5pm, Monday to 
Friday. This will not affect the use of the grass 

carpark for Sunday Church parking. 

 
SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH JUBILEES 
Congratulations to our local Sisters: 
Marie Hawkins on her 70th jubilee of membership 
of this community-  who is well cared for spiritually 
by those who take her communion weekly and                         
Colleen  Woodcock who celebrates her 60th 
Jubilee of membership with the Community., 
and is well known to many of us, as an hospitable 
carer for our health and wellbeing. 
Blessings of good health and peace of heart to  
you both for your future years. 
 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
Reading & Reflection for Encouragement and 
Spiritual Nourishment-The Book:  Falling Up-
ward by Richard Rohr 
A preliminary meeting to assess interest. On reg-
istration, you will be sent material to read before 
the meeting. Sat 8 June 10am-12pm, Koha with 
Merita Holder and Trish Daws  
Quiet Day for the Creative Soul Three reflective 
Mondays to explore, nourish and enjoy your crea-
tivity within this peaceful environment. Topics 
include Mandalas, Drawing, Painting, Book/ Jour-
nal making, Collage, Crafts etc. 
BYO lunch and basic art supplies. with Tracey 
Young and Friends Mon 10 June 10am-2.30pm.                               
Koha 
Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au     

 
          

 
Assistant Priest                
Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Care & Concern 
Network     
Contact Parish Office          

RCIA Parish Catechist 
Tony Hore 
thecoot1944@gmail.com 

Parish Priest 

Fr Craig Butler 

021 272 4401 

craigbutler@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Secretary               
Office hours:8:30am-3pm   
Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
admin@cpow.co.nz 

    

St Marcellin School 

Principal: Belinda Backwell 

7a Totara St, Wanganui 

06 349 0023  
 

St Mary’s School 

Principal:  Jacqui Luxton 

DRS: Cath Daignault 

30 London St, Wanganui 

06 343 1227 
 

St Anne’s School 

Principal: Ann-Maree Manson-Petherick                                         

DRS: Jo Gichard. 

45 Raine St, Wanganui  

06 343 8389  
 

Cullinane College 

Principal: Tony McBride 

DRS: Helen Dougherty 

15 Peat St, Wanganui 

06 349 0105  

Prison Chaplain 
Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Youth Minister 
Rain Forest 
0212560608 
youth.cpow@gmail.com 
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