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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 1st July 

9.00am C/S   Holy Family 

 

Tuesday 2nd July 

9.30am    Mass Holy Family 

12.05am Mass St Marys 

 

Wednesday 3rd  July 

12.05pm Mass  St Mary’s 

 

Thursday 4th July 
 

9.30am Mass St Annes 

12.05pm Mass St  Marys 

 

Friday 5th July 

9.00am Mass St Marys 

 

Saturday 6th July 

9.00am Rite I St Anne’s 

9.30am        Mass St Anne’s 

5.30pm        Mass Vigil Mass 

   Holy Family 

 
Sunday 7th July 

9.30am        Mass  St Mary’s 

11.00am      Mass Kaiwhaiki 

5.30pm        Mass St Annes 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Tuesday 9 July 

5.30pm  Older Children Baptism        
Session 2 St Marys Church  
 

Friday 12th July 

1.15pm Diocesan Annual Report  
 

Presented by Bishop John and                    
Diocesan General Manager Liam 
Greer to be held at St Marys Church. 

 

REACHING OUT FOR HEALING 

This Sunday’s gospel is about a young girl who is 
sick and dying and woman who has suffered with 
a terrible complaint for 12 years. Here, I want to 
focus on the woman. The gospel writer, Mark tells 
us that, despite spending all her resources on 
treatment from doctors she had experienced no 
improvement.  In fact, she was feeling worse than 

ever. 

This woman had heard about Jesus and, moved 
by a deep faith in him, she believed that if she 
could just touch the hem of his cloak it would be 
enough for her to be healed. With great courage, 
she got close to Jesus and touched his clothing.  
Immediately, her bleeding stopped. She knew that 
she had been cured. It was then that Jesus turned 
round, asking “Who touched my cloak?” He knew 
that power had gone out from him. The disciples 
remonstrate with him. How can he complain of 
someone touching his clothes when such a large 
crowd is pressing in on him? Many people must 
have been jostling him, but Jesus knew that one 
person had touched him in a different way, a way 

that had drawn out his healing power. 

Then, we’re told, the woman stepped forward in 
fear and trembling. To be clear from the outset, 
she was not afraid of Jesus. She was afraid be-
cause she should not have been there at all. And 
that is why she had not approached him openly in 
the first place. Her bleeding problem made her 
unclean and, if the people around had known 

about it, she would have been in deep trouble.  

She was, of course, no threat to anyone, but fear 
does not know reason. Now her secret is going to 
be exposed; no wonder she is even more afraid. 
Again, with great courage, she steps forward, falls 
at Jesus’ feet and tells him everything. There is no 
anger or indignation on Jesus’ part. He says kind-
ly: my daughter, your faith has made you well; go 
in peace, and be healed of your disease. Jesus, 
has restored her to fullness of life. Not only is she 
physically cured, but she is fully restored to a nor-
mal social life and can be fully integrated into her 

society. She is a whole person in every sense, 
individually and socially. But it was her deep faith 
in Jesus, symbolised by her merely touching the 
hem of his garment, which was a major factor in 
her healing. This story shows Jesus to be the 

source of life and healing. 

All of us, in some way or another, are constantly in 
need of God’s healing.  We pray for healing which 
will give us health in every aspect of our lives, and 
not just in our bodies. The realisation of full health 
is to become a whole person, where every part of 
me (spiritual, intellectual, relational, psychological 
and physiological) functions as it should do and in 
perfect harmony within ourselves, with others, and 

with the environment. 

Part of our healing is in the wholeness of our com-
munities, a wholeness which is based on truth, 
love, compassion and a deep sense of justice for 
all. And this, too, is holiness, because God is an 
integral part of the wholeness. God is our creator, 
sustainer, and the Final Goal of all that I am and 
can be, of all that we are and can be. Let us pray 
today for the courage to reach out to Jesus as 
Lord of life and ask him to help us reach that level 
of health, wholeness and holiness to which he is 
calling us.  Adapted from an article by the Irish 

Jesuits 

 

FR JOE GRAYLAND Some of you will know Joe.  
He is a priest of our diocese who is currently  on 
leave, lecturing at the University of Wurzburg in 
Germany. Joe has asked for long term release, to 
take up a permanent teaching position. After con-
sultation, Bishop John has agreed to Joe’s request 

and it’s expected Joe will be away for a num-
ber of years.  Bishop John is currently looking for 

priests to come and work here in NZ.  Please pray 
for this process, and the priests who generously 
respond to this call.  As some of you know, settling 

in a new cultures is not easy. Fr Craig 

 

MARCELLIN SCHOOL  Last week, Bishop John 
met with the Marcellin School Board of Trustees to 
talk about the future of the school. John reassured 
the principal and staff and Board members that the 
diocese are fully supportive of the school’s future, 
not only speaking about our hope for the future of 
the school but backing it up with funding to help 
with vital projects moving forward.  John’s visit was 

very well received by the school. 

 

 



DIOCESAN PRESENTATION  On Friday 12 July, 
Bishop John Adams and Liam Greer (Diocesan 
Manager) will be visiting to present John’s vision 
for the future of the church in our diocese, includ-
ing our parishes.  At the same time, Liam will talk 
about the financial situation of our diocese.  We 
will begin with Mass at midday, followed by a 
light lunch, and then the presentation at 1.15pm.  

Everyone is invited! 

 

Fr Craig’s Presentation Further to my presenta-
tion two weeks ago, I will repeat my presentation 
this coming Wednesday 3 July at 7.00pm in the 
Church Foyer.  I will talk about my adventures 
overseas, including meeting Pope Francis and 
showing some photos. Everyone is welcome. We 
will have a cup of tea during the presentation. You 
are welcome to bring something to share (but not 

necessary). Fr Craig 

 
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  MONDAY 1ST 
AND TUESDAY 2ND JULY. 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SOUP 
roster for next week is the Joan Sullivan’s Team.  
Further information contact Pat 345 0432 
 or Angela 027 777 1417 
SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 
6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall.  
If you're year 9-13 (or you're a super keen year 8 
I'll sneak you in) this is for you!!  
For more info contact Rain on 0212560608          
or email youth.cpow@gmail.com 

SPOKEN RETREAT 2024 
Are you year 9 and up? Life Teen Whanganui, 
Life Teen New Plymouth and Life Teen Welling-
ton are organising a joint mini camp for teens in 
the second week of the school holidays. Tuesday 

the 16th-Thursday the 18th of July. Please con-
tact Rain on 0212560608 or email 
youth.cpow@gmail.com for more info. 
 
 
 

CHILDRENS LITURGY—will be held every 2nd 
and 4th Sunday of the month at 9.30am Mass at 
St Mary’s Church. 
 
HEARTS AFLAME CATHOLIC SUMMER 
SCHOOL | Registrations now open. Hearts 
Aflame Catholic Summer School is back again 
this summer with ten days of world-class lectures, 
uplifting prayer and authentic community! 
Hearts Aflame is a life-changing experience for 
young adults aged 18 to 35 who want to know 
more about their faith, have an authentic encoun-
ter with Christ and meet other Catholic young 
adults from all over New Zealand. Join us this 
year at Nga Tawa Diocesan School, Marton, from 
January 3rd-12th 2025! Registrations open July 
14th at 2pm: we sell out fast so be in quick! Visit 
heartsaflame.org.nz to register or find out more. 
 
CARITAS YCC DAY FOR SCHOOLS FRIDAY 
JULY 5 
Caritas YCC Day is Friday July 5 for Catholic 
schools across Aotearoa-NZ.  All six of our bish-
ops are in this video promoting the event, which 
this year will support Holy Trinity School in Papua 
New Guinea. Have fun enjoying a non-uniform 
day knowing that our gold coin fundraising will 
help provide new desks, chairs and resources for 
the students at Holy Trinity, where many are  
going without at the moment. Last year we com-
bined and raised more than $32,000 to help Oe-
cusse School in Timor Leste to fix their toilets to 
bring smiles to their 800 students. Resources for 
students are available at www.caritas.org.nz/ycc-
day.  If July 5 doesn’t work, then schools are en-
couraged to join in on any other day that suits this 
year. Let’s do it! Watch the video to learn about 
the event and find out what YCC stands for: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UqEsNb_22Dg 
 
 

WANT TO RECEIVE THE DIOCESAN NEWS-
LETTER?  
Sign up at www.pndiocese.org.nz 
Follow www.facebook.com/centralcatholic.nz for 
updates, news and photos of what is  
happening around the Diocese. 
 
WANT TO RECEIVE THE DIOCESAN NEWS-
LETTER?  
Sign up at www.pndiocese.org.nz 
Follow www.facebook.com/centralcatholic.nz for 
updates, news and photos of what is  
happening around the Diocese. 

JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
Quiet Day for the Creative Soul 
Three reflective Mondays to explore, nourish and 
enjoy your creativity within this peaceful environ-
ment. Topics include Mandalas, Drawing, Paint-
ing, Book/ Journal making, Collage, Crafts etc. 
BYO lunch and basic art supplies  with Tracey 
Young and Friends. Mon 8 July, 10am-2.30pm                                   
Koha 
Creative Card Making 
Suitable for beginners and regular crafters alike. 
with Julia Martin Sat 13, 10am-12.30pm or 1.30-
4pm $10.  Registrations essential. 

Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au     
 
THANK YOU—to everyone who prayed for           
Sharon Knuth. May she rest in Peace. 
Marie Knuth Boothby 
 
NEED EXTRA PRAYER ?? 

The Prayer Vine is made up of a group of 14 Pa-
rishioners who will pray for you or your family, and 
or friends who  need extra prayer. Any request 
is prayed for. 
Christian names  only  are used, so it is confiden-
tial.  
Please call either Maureen  Ph 345 5480  or Bar-

bara  Ph 342 5812  

                    

THE PRAYER TREE  
Details: contact Anne Smith text 021 0488635 
with Christian name of person to be prayed for.   
 
 

 
Assistant Priest                
Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Priest 

Fr Craig Butler 

021 272 4401 

craigbutler@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Secretary               
Office hours:8:30am-3pm   
Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
admin@cpow.co.nz 

Died Recently 

Rosalie Carson, Gail Stockman,  
Stephen Fromont, Patrick Gaines,                   

Kathaleen Vickers, Pam Haami, Sharon Knuth 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Jack Heap, Dawn Heap, Maria Koning, Agnes 
Culver, Anne Butler, Fr Steve Hancy,                      

David Hartley, Patrick Foley, Una Phillips,   
Bill Phillips, Catherin, Rose Conder, Annemarie 

Connors, Trevor Connors, Gail Stewart,    
Robert Kavanagh, Tom Nevison, Prue Haddock 

 

Eternal Rest Grant to them O Lord 

Prison Chaplain 
Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Youth Minister 
Rain Forest 
0212560608 
youth.cpow@gmail.com 

Parish Contacts 
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