
 
 
 

Catholic Parish of Whanganui 
Te Pãrihi Katorika ki Whanganui (2015) 

Diocese of Palmerston North, New Zealand 
 

 Tenth Sunday in Ordinay Time 

9 June 2024; Year B / Weekdays Year 2 

ST MARY’S CHURCH                          
1 Campbell Street 
 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 
22 Tawhero Street 

 
 

ST ANNE’S CHURCH  
47 Raine Street 
 

TE RONGO O TE POI 
(Beat of the Poi to the Gospel) 
584 Kaiwhaiki Road 
Kaiwhaiki Marae  
 

NGAKAU TAPU (Sacred Heart) 
4491 Whanganui River Road 
Rānana (London) 
 

HĀTO HŌHEPA (St Joseph’s) 
600 Whanganui River Road 
Hiruhārama (Jerusalem)  

Sunday Readings: Gen: 3.8-15; 2 Cor: 4.13, 5-1; Mk: 3. 20-35 
Next Week: Eze: 17.22-24; 2 Cor: 5.6-10; Mk: 4. 26-34 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 10th June 

9.00am C/S   Holy Family 

 

Tuesday 11h June 

9.30am    C/S Holy Family 

12.05am Mass St Marys 

 

Wednesday 12th  June 

12.05pm Mass  St Mary’s 

 

Thursday 13th June 
 

9.30am Mass St Annes 

12.05pm Mass St  Marys 

 

Friday 14th June 

10.00am Mass St Josephs Chapel 

11.20am     Rite I St Mary’s 

12.05pm     Mass St Mary’s  

 

Saturday 15th June 

9.00am Rite I St Anne’s 

9.30am        Mass St Anne’s 

5.30pm        Mass Vigil Mass 

   Holy Family 

 
Sunday 16th June 

9.30am        Mass  St Mary’s 

5.30pm        Mass St Annes 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

1.15pm Friday 12th July 

Diocesan Annual Report  

Presented by Bishop John and                    
Diocesan General Manager Liam 
Greer to be held at St Marys Church. 

 

 

After travelling to Rome and other parts of Europe 
last month, I arrived back in New Zealand a week 
ago, in one piece and really pleased to be back 
home again.  I have been warmly welcomed home 
and the warmth of your greeting  has been won-
derful. Thank you. 
 

The Rome meeting was a great experience, meet-
ing and getting to know, ordinary parish priests like 
me (and some not so ordinary ones) from every 
continent and every kind of parish setting. The 
purpose of this gathering was made clear when we 
arrived.  Pope Francis and all those organising the 
Synod wanted to hear from priests about their 
experience of Synodality in action and other issues 
facing the church at parish level. So, the meetings 
were more about sharing our experiences than 
being fed as such. Having said that, hearing the 
stories of priests from every part of the planet 
including Ukraine, Siberia, Iraq, Taiwan was a 
once in a life time experience and at times deeply 
moving. 
 

The first miracle occurred on the first day of the 
meeting. A bit of background. Before coming here, 
I worked in Hawera, South Taranaki. During my 
time there a priest came to us from Myanmar. Fr 
Joseph returned home after about two years,       
because of ill health. Some of us from the parish 
stayed in touch by email.  About six months ago 
he went silent and given the terrible military/
political situation in that country, many of us were 
deeply concerned. Efforts by our diocese to make 
contact with Yangon diocese came to nothing. On 
day one of our meetings, I met a priest representa-
tive from Myanmar who knows Joe. This man 
reassured me that Joe is safe and doing well.  You 
can imagine my delight at being able to pass this 
good news on to my former parishioners. 

Following my time in Rome, I visited Lourdes in 
France and had a great experience. It was like a 
mini retreat. As you know, we continue to pray for 
the people of Ukraine and other troubled parts of 
our world. At Mass one day, I encouraged people 
to pray for our brothers and sisters in silence. After 
Mass, a woman named Tetia, from Ukraine came 
to say thank you. She had stopped in France for a 
few days to pray on her way to a Caritas meeting 
in Rome. The photo above doesn’t do justice to 
the pain she was feeling. At the same time, she 
asked me to thank you for your prayers and your 
concern for her people. 
 

From there I visited the north of Ireland including 
Derry and Omagh, where I stayed with an Irish 
priest. We talked non-stop for three days. A couple 
of days in Dublin and then to Liverpool where I 
completed my pilgrimage at the “Cavern” (where 
the Beatles played in the early stages of their ca-
reer). Along with all the other “spiritual” experienc-
es this was great fun. 
 

I’ve been blessed with a wonderful experience and 
I want to sincerely thank everyone who supported 
me in prayer and financially. I’m very grateful and 
really pleased to be home again. Fr Craig 
 

Next Sunday the 16th of June, I will host after-
noon tea and talk more about my adventures 
overseas, including meeting Pope Francis and 
show some photos. Everyone is welcome.               
If you want to bring some afternoon tea food to 

share that would be great. 
 
INTERPRETED MASS WITH NZ SIGN                 
LANGUAGE COMMUNITY—On Sunday 9th June 
at St Mary’s 9.30am Mass, we welcome the NZ 
Sign Language Community from the Diocese.  
(it is also the St Marys School Mass) 

Died Recently 

Rosalie Carson, Gail Stockman,  
Stephan Fromont 

 

Anniversaries 
 

Jack Heap, Dawn Heap, Maria Koning, Agnes 
Culver, Anne Butler, Fr Steve Hancy,                      

David Hartley, Patrick Foley, Una Phillips,  Bill 
Phillips, Catherin, Rose Conder 

 

Eternal Rest Grant to them O Lord 



BISHOPS CREATE SPECIAL WEBPAGE FOR 
JUBILEE 2025 – PILGRIMS OF HOPE 
Pope Francis has declared 2025 as a year of 
Jubilee with the theme Pilgrims of Hope, giving 
voice to his desire for the year to foster a greater 
sense of global sisterhood and brotherhood,  
solidarity with the poor, and caring for the                
environment. 
The NZ Catholic Bishops Conference has created 
a special online page of resources for parishes 
and individuals to use as we walk together           
towards Jubilee 2025–Pilgrims of Hope. The page 
is here: https://www.catholic.org.nz/about-us/
jubilee-year-2025/ 
 
LETTER FROM BISHOP STEVE LOWE 

Last week Bishop Steve Lowe sent out a letter to 
all readers of the NZ Catholic newspaper with the 
news that it will be moving to digital-only format in 
July. The last print issue of NZ Catholic will be 
published on 30 June. A copy of the letter can be 
found at http://pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/

uploads/20240520-SL-letter-to-subscribers.pdf 

 
BISHOPS SEND LATEST NZ SYNOD                     
CONSULTATION DOCUMENT TO ROME 
A new consultation document prepared by the 
bishops as part of the Holy Father's Synod 2021-
24 process has been sent to Rome. 
This document, titled Towards October 2024, 
follows the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference being 
asked to establish a consultation process to          
discern responses to specific questions related to 
the Vatican’s Synodal Church in Mission report. 
That report was published after the First Session 
of the 16th Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops, held in Rome last October. A 
pdf of Towards October 2024 can be downloaded 
here.  
More information at https://www.catholic.org.nz/
news/media-releases/synod-4/ 
 
LYRIC SINGERS CONCERT 
Sat 15 June, Trinity Methodist Church at 2 pm. 
Choral and instrumental, Celtic music and harp 
and violin. 
Adults $20 Children free 
 
ST ANNES CHURCH Further to our decision to 
decommission St Anne’s Church we have agreed 
on a date to commemorate this event. We will 
celebrate a Mass of thanksgiving on Sunday 4 
August, after which the Church building will no 
longer be used as a Church.  
Finance Committee 

_____________________________________ 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 
6.30-8.30pm at Saint 
Mary's Church Hall.  
If you're year 9-13 (or 
you're a super keen year 8 I'll sneak you in) this is 
for you!!  
For more info contact Rain on 0212560608          
or email youth.cpow@gmail.com 

 
LIFE TEEN SUMMER CAMP 2025                     
INFORMATION AND PLANNING 
Sunday 16th of June 4.30pm at Saint Anne's 
Church. For teens and their parents interested in 
joining us to attend a fantastic national Catholic 
summer Camp for teens in January.                       
Come along to find out more and plan fundrais-
ing initiatives.  
 
SPOKEN RETREAT 2024 
Are you year 9 and up? Life Teen Whanganui, 
Life Teen New Plymouth and Life Teen Wellington 
are organising a joint mini camp for teens in the 
second week of the school holidays. Tuesday the 
16th-Thursday the 18th of July. Please contact 
Rain on 0212560608 or email 
youth.cpow@gmail.com for more info. 
 
HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH—The SOUP 
roster for next week is the jo Smilie’s Team.  
Further information contact Pat 027 491 9637 or 
Angela 027 777 1417 
 

HELPING AT HOSPITAL SERVICES 
For many years Jan O’Neill organised a team 
from St Mary’s to help at the Sunday chapel         
services at Whanganui Hospital for one month 
each year. St Mary’s will rejoin this ministry for 
July and volunteers are needed. The plan is to 
meet at the hospital at 9.30am, help patients get 
to the 10am chapel service, give them morning 
tea afterwards and then take them back to their 
wards. It is not difficult as numbers at the services 
are usually small. If we can get enough volunteers 
you will not be needed on every Sunday in July. 
Please contact Juliet Kojis 022 0955 051 or David 
Scoullar 022 1358 374 if you can help even for 
only for one Sunday.  
 

SCAM EMAIL 
Please be aware a scam email is circulating again 
posing as Fr Craig. He will never email or text you 
asking for money.  
Please always check the email that it is been sent 
from.  
Fr Craigs correct email is craigbutler@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 

_______________________________________ 

CARITAS YCC DAY FOR SCHOOLS FRIDAY 
JULY 5 
Caritas YCC Day is Friday July 5 for Catholic 
schools across Aotearoa-NZ.  All six of our bish-
ops are in this video promoting the event, which 
this year will support Holy Trinity School in Papua 
New Guinea. Have fun enjoying a non-uniform 
day knowing that our gold coin fundraising will 
help provide new desks, chairs and resources for 
the students at Holy Trinity, where many are  
going without at the moment. Last year we com-
bined and raised more than $32,000 to help Oe-
cusse School in Timor Leste to fix their toilets to 
bring smiles to their 800 students. Resources for 
students are available at www.caritas.org.nz/ycc-
day.  If July 5 doesn’t work, then schools are en-
couraged to join in on any other day that suits this 
year. Let’s do it! Watch the video to learn about 
the event and find out what YCC stands for: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UqEsNb_22Dg 
 
JOSEPHITE RETREAT CENTRE 
14 Hillside Tce, Whanganui, 06 345 5047, Ext 3 
www.marymackillop.org.nz  
Quiet Day for the Creative Soul 
Four reflective Mondays to explore, nourish and 
enjoy your creativity within this peaceful environ-
ment. Topics include Mandalas, Drawing, Paint-
ing, Book/ Journal making, Collage, Crafts etc. 
BYO lunch and basic art supplies. with Tracey 
Young and Friends   
Mon 10 June,10-2.30pm Koha 
Community Liturgy – Matariki, Celebrating the 
Maori New Year Sunday 16 June, 4 -5pm 
Tui Motu Group 
Where articles from the current Tui Motu maga-
zine are explored and discussed with Liz Hickey 
rsj Wed 19 June,  4-5.15pm 
Enquires, please call Pam on 06 345 5047 ext 3 
Or email pam.hopper@sosj.org.au     
 
VOICE OF COMPASSION AND SISTERS OF 
COMPASSION WINTER APPEAL 
View the Sisters of Compassion May edition of 
their newsletter ‘Voice of Compassion’ at https://
compassion.org.nz/newsletters/the-voice-of-
compassion-issue-57/. You can donate here to 
the Sisters of Compassion Winter Appeal: https://
compassion.org.nz/appeal/ 
          

 
Assistant Priest                
Fr John Roberts    
027 634 6877 
jroberts@inspire.net.nz 

Hospital Chaplain 
Norma O’Connor 
027 233 4557 

Parish Care & Concern 
Network     
Contact Parish Office          

RCIA Parish Catechist 
Tony Hore 
thecoot1944@gmail.com 

Parish Priest 

Fr Craig Butler 

021 272 4401 

craigbutler@xtra.co.nz  

Parish Secretary               
Office hours:8:30am-3pm   
Jo Boult                         
06 345 3872     
admin@cpow.co.nz 

    

St Marcellin School 

Principal: Belinda Backwell 

7a Totara St, Wanganui   06 349 0023  
 

St Mary’s School 

Principal:  Jacqui Luxton 

DRS: Cath Daignault 

30 London St, Wanganui   06 343 1227 
 

St Anne’s School 

Principal: Ann-Maree Manson-Petherick                                         

DRS: Jo Gichard. 

45 Raine St, Wanganui    06 343 8389  
 

Cullinane College 

Principal: Tony McBride 

DRS: Helen Dougherty 

15 Peat St, Wanganui      06 349 0105  

 

Prison Chaplain 
Sean Ryan 
06 349 6887  

Youth Minister 
Rain Forest 
0212560608 
youth.cpow@gmail.com 
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