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Congratulations Fr John 80 years young! May 
our good God continue to bless you and reward 

you for your faithfulness. 
 

A Church Responsive to the Cry of the Poor 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, As the Church marks the World Day of the Poor, 
it is timely for us to stop and reflect on the Christian imperative to listen for and 
respond to those in need. In his recent apostolic exhortation, Dilexi Te, Pope Leo 
powerfully outlines that the case for caring for those in poverty dates back 
thousands of years. Drawing on the prophets, the example of the saints, recent 
Church documents and most especially the life and teaching of Jesus, the Holy 
Father makes it clear that the preferential option for the poor is essential to “the 
burning heart of the Church’s mission”. He reminds us that we are always at risk of 
replacing the truth of the Gospel with the so- called wisdom of this world - one that 
can sanctify greed and excess. We, the Bishops of Aotearoa New Zealand, stand with 
Pope Leo in encouraging everyone to consider how we can each make care for the 
poor an integral part of our faith lived with authenticity and zeal. A significant aspect 
of Pope Leo’s exhortation speaks to the reality of a Church - that is, the People of 
God - with that long and deep history of Christian charity. He is inviting us to regain 
that spirit of generosity, and 
particularly the practice of 
almsgiving. In our own 
national context, the Church 
has three primary 
organisations that strive to be 
the loving and compassionate 
face of Jesus to the poor in 
their everyday work. Caritas is 
the Catholic Church’s 
international aid agency. It is 
the second largest humanitarian network in the world. It works globally to overcome 
poverty, protect lives and relieve suffering. Caritas runs an annual Lenten appeal. It 
receives donations to support communities affected by disasters around the world. 
It is an official agency of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference. Missio NZ 
is part of the global Pontifical Mission Societies, which is the Pope’s own charity. 
Missio NZ supports the Holy Father in reaching out to communities and young 
churches through a network of charity. Each year we raise funds for these Societies, 
including on Mission Sunday in October. The Society of St Vincent de Paul is 
embedded in the life of the Church. It is one of the most well-known Catholic 
outreach ministries. It carries out important work that is responsive to the needs of 
the poor in our communities. We are mindful of the many demands of modern life 
and the challenges of our current economy. We offer today an invitation for each 
person to consider how their own context can be shaped by a spirit of Christian 
charity.  Might you give an hour of your time each week to support your local 
Vinnies group, maybe delivering food parcels to families in need?    (con’t) 

 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Monday 17 November 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 18 November 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm  Mass St Marys 
 

Wednesday 19 November 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 20 November 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 21 November 
10.00am Mass  St Joseph’s 

Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation 
 St Mary’s 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 22 November 
9.00am  Reconciliation  
 St Mary’s 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Sun Vigil Mass 
 Holy Family 
 

Sunday 23 November 
9.30am  Mass  St Mary’s 
5.30pm  Mass St Mary’s 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 7 December 
11am  Parish AGM 
 

Wednesday 10 December 
2pm  Anointing Mass  
 

Thursday 11 December 
7pm  Rite II Reconciliation 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


(con’t) Might you donate an hour of your week’s wages to support the Church’s charitable works?  Might you become a 
local promoter or member of a Catholic group that responds to the needs of the poor?  Might you include in your weekly 
shop something for the local food bank?  
We encourage you to think of ways in which your giving can have a true sense of sacrifice; that you are forgoing time or 
money that could be used in other ways, to care for our brothers and sisters in need. As Pope Leo reminded us, “Love for 
the poor - whatever the form their poverty may take - is the evangelical hallmark of a Church faithful to the heart of God.” 
St Francis of Assisi, PRAY FOR US St Vincent de Paul, PRAY FOR US Venerable Suzanne Aubert, PRAY FOR US 

✠ Stephen Lowe, Bishop of Auckland, NZCBC President ✠ Michael Dooley, Bishop of Dunedin, NZCBC Vice President 

✠ Paul Martin SM, Archbishop of Wellington, NZCBC Secretary ✠ Michael Gielen, Bishop of Christchurch 

✠ John Adams, Bishop of Palmerston North ✠ Richard Laurenson, Bishop of Hamilton 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Maureen Canto who was baptised last Saturday the 8th of November.  
 

PARISH SURVEY - As part of our ongoing commitment to serve this faith community, we invite you to participate in this 
preliminary survey. Your feedback will help us paint a picture of what our parish looks like right now and help us plan for 
the future in a way that reflects the expressed needs and hopes of our parish community. When answering the open 
questions, please just use key words or phrases. Thank you for your time and responses. This is the first of these surveys. 

Please note - All responses are confidential. Survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMNPL3L or alternatively 
you can fill out a form in the Church foyer and put in the Survey box. The Survey will close on the 19th November 

The Parish Council 
 

THEY LYRIC SINGERS present 'Winging It', a variety concert, on Sat 22nd November, 2 pm at Trinity Methodist 
Church.  Admission $20 Children free 
 

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR | Sunday 16 November The bishops of New Zealand have written a pastoral letter for the World 
Day of the Poor which is on the front page https://catholic.org.nz/resources/ 
 

ANNUAL SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS Special Collection | Sunday, 30 November 2025 
The Clergy Trust Fund supports the well-being and care of priests in our Diocese. This includes stipends, food, travel home 
for overseas priests, retreats, and all healthcare-related costs. As medical expenses continue to rise, the Fund is under 
increasing pressure. Your contribution to this special collection is deeply appreciated—especially by our elderly and retired 
priests who directly benefit from your generosity. Supporting this collection is a meaningful way to express gratitude for 
the pastoral care and service our priests have provided over the years. Every contribution helps. With sincere thanks and 
blessings, Monsignor Brian Walsh  Chairperson, Clergy Trust Fund, Diocese of Palmerston North 
 

SUPPORT FOR VOCATIONS - Following on from National Vocations Awareness Week in May, we invite you to continue 
praying for vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Please find attached a special Prayer for Vocations from the 
Diocese of Palmerston North. Your prayers and support make a real difference in the lives of our seminarians as they 
discern and prepare for ministry. We are deeply grateful for your ongoing encouragement. If you would like to contribute 
financially to support seminarian formation, specially marked envelopes are available in the church foyer. 
Alternatively, you may give via direct credit to BNZ St Marys- Wanganui 02 0630 0288029 01 . Please use your name as 
the payee and ‘Vocations Appeal’ as the reference. Ngā mihi nui and God bless, Fr Trung Nguyen, DPN Vocations Director. 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2026 are available at the office. $15 each 
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH - The SUMMER roster for next week is Liz Hickey’s Team.  Further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 027 491 9637 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Neville Hirni, Vincent Keating, Janet Fawcett, Fiona McIntyre 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: Victor Silveira, Bob Wilson, John Wicky, Blair Gleeson, Andy Mora, Pat Smith, Leo White, 
Charles Phillips 
 

TODAY’S READINGS First: Malachi 4.1-2 Second: 2 Thessalonians 3.7-12 Gospel: Luke 21.5-19 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 23 November First: 2 Samuel 5.1-3 Second: Colossians 1.12-20 Gospel: Luke 25.35-43 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP – If you are year 5-8. Come along at 4-5.30pm on a Sunday 
 at Saint Mary's Church Hall.   
 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP – If you're year 9-13 come along on a Sunday night  
6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. 
6.30-8.30pm Saint Mary's Church Hall. 
 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP Our meetings are on Thursdays 7-9pm.  8 Glasgow Street Whanganui 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BMNPL3L
https://catholic.org.nz/resources/

