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THE MYSTERY OF THE TRINITY 
 
Today’s feast of the Holy Trinity is a good example of a mystery which is central to 
our faith tradition, but which is difficult to understand in simple terms. This does 
not mean we cannot say anything.  From the beginning of the church, disciples of 
Jesus have tried to make sense of what has been revealed to us in our scriptures, 
especially the God whom Jesus called Abba and the Holy Spirit and the relationship 
between them.  In formal language, the Catechism of the Catholic church expresses 
it this way. 

261 The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the Christian 
faith and of Christian life. God alone can make it known to us by revealing himself 
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The following is a reflection from 
Eric Okoyo, who breaks this 
teaching open by  helping us to 
make sense of our own 
relationships, in the light of the 
Trinity. 
Trinity Sunday is a reminder that 
our God is not distant or silent, 
but a living communion of 
perfect love: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, Three Divine 
Persons, yet One God. This 
mystery stands at the very 
centre of our faith and prayer. 
Every Sign of the Cross, every 
Mass, every sacrament, and 
every Christian prayer begins 
and ends in the name of the 
Holy Trinity. From Baptism 
onward, our lives are deeply connected to the Father who created us, the Son who 
redeemed us, and the Holy Spirit who continues to guide and sanctify us each day. 
The Father is the source of all life, goodness, mercy, and creation. Jesus Christ, the 
eternal Son, entered the world to save humanity through His suffering, death, and 
resurrection. The Holy Spirit remains with the Church, strengthening believers, 
comforting the weary, and leading souls toward holiness and truth. Though distinct 
in Person, the Trinity remains perfectly united in one divine nature and one eternal 
love. The Trinity also teaches us something powerful about human relationships. 
God exists in eternal unity and communion. In a world filled with division, 
selfishness, and isolation, the Holy Trinity reminds us that we are created to live in 
love, and unity with one another.  The mystery of the Trinity cannot be fully 
understood by the human mind, yet it draws us deeper into faith and trust. Some 
truths about God are greater than human explanation, but through Scripture, 
prayer, and the teachings of the Church, we continue to encounter His living 
presence. Today’s feast invites us to open our hearts more fully to God’s grace. May 
the Father protect us, the Son walk beside us, and the Holy Spirit fill us with wisdom, 
strength, and peace. And may our lives reflect the love and unity found within the 
Most Holy Trinity.  Eric Okoyo 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 

 

Monday 1 June 
9.00am  C/s Holy Family  
 

Tuesday 2 June 
9.30am Mass Holy Family 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Wednesday 3 June 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Thursday 4 June 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Friday 5 June 
10.30am Mass Cullinane  
11.20am Reconciliation St M 
12.05pm Mass St Mary’s 
 

Saturday 6 June 
9.00am  Reconciliation St M 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
5.30pm Mass Holy Family 
 

Sunday 7 June 
9.30am  Mass St Mary’s 
11.00am Mass Kaiwhaiki 
5.30PM  Mass St Mary’s 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

2 June First Reconciliation begins 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 

Parish Office  
 Jo Boult   06 345 3872 
 admin@cpow.co.nz 

Parish Priest  
 Fr Craig Butler 021 272 4401 

Assistant Priest 
 Fr John Roberts 027 634 6877 

Hospital Chaplain 
 Norma O’Connor 027 233 4557 

Youth Minister 
 Rain Shore    021 256 0608 

mailto:admin@cpow.co.nz


PRAYER FOR PEACE  The Holy Father, Pope Leo is set to pray the rosary live from the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican 
Gardens at 7pm, Rome time (5am, May 31 NZT)  During his homily on Pentecost Sunday, Pope Leo called Catholics to 
pray to the Holy Spirit to “save us from the evil of war, which is overcome not by a superpower but by the omnipotence 
of love”.  Please join Pope Leo in prayer at 5.00am on Sunday morning.  I will ensure the church is open on Sunday 
morning for anyone who would like to gather with other parishioners to pray in our church 
 

PLANNED GIVING Our parish is beginning a Planned Giving Renewal programme beginning late July.  To help us prepare, 
each week the Planned Giving Focus Group will offer a short reflection for your consideration.  
 

STEWARDSHIP in the context of church giving is the faithful and responsible management of the resources God has 
entrusted to us. It reflects the understanding that everything we have, our time, talents, finances, and possessions, all 
ultimately belong to God, and we are called to use these gifts for His glory and the growth of His kingdom. Church giving 
is not simply about meeting financial needs; it is an act of worship, gratitude, and obedience that demonstrates trust in 
God’s provision. Through generous stewardship, believers support the ministry of the church, care for those in need, and 
participate in spreading the Gospel, showing love and faith in practical ways. 
 

CARLO ACUTIS RELICS Following the recent St Carlo Acutis Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition, his relics are coming to the 
Cathedral in Palmerston North from 10 -13th June 2026.  This mission will include Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, veneration 
of the relic, and talks by the priest accompanying the relics. Details at  http://www.pndiocese.org.nz/StCarlo.  
 

 

BILLINGS LIFE SEMINAR Billings Life NZ will host a two-day Natural Fertility Awareness 
seminar in Whanganui on June 19 and 20. The event is designed for couples using or 
considering the Billings Ovulation Method, health professionals or others wanting to 
learn more about the method, and people interested in becoming accredited Billings 
teachers. Find out more and register at www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar   

 

 
ENROLMENT for micro-credential Management of Church Organisations  
Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College is now accepting enrolment for the micro-credential on Management of Church 
Organisations. This is an online course over 6 weeks. Class starts on July 20, 2026. For more information, go 
to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/churchmanagement  
 

MEN’S VOCATION RETREAT| 26 – 28 June  
A relaxed weekend of prayer, honest conversation and space to listen. You'll have time to ask real questions, meet other 
men discerning their vocation and encounter God without pressure.  
5pm Friday 26 – 3pm Sunday 28 June, Magnificat Retreat Centre, Featherston.  
Contact Fr Trung to register: pettrung89@gmail.com   
 

REBUILD MY CHURCH| Dr Mary Healy  In June, internationally renowned Catholic theologian Dr Mary Healy will be in 
Hamilton for a three-day formation series, (June 9–11) exploring the power of God’s Word, the life of the Holy Spirit, and 
our call to live our faith today.  Known around the world for her engaging teaching on Scripture and the Holy Spirit, Dr 
Healy helps people hear God’s voice more clearly and grow in confidence in the gifts He gives for the building up of the 
Church.  Full details and registration are available at https://www.eventzilla.net/e/rebuild-my-church--dr-mary-healy-
2138676397   
 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2027| Seoul, South Korea  
Young adults aged 18 – 35 are invited to attend WYD27, where millions of young Catholics will gather. The NZ bishops 
aim to bring 500 young people.  Fill out the expression of interest form 
at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfUWcTPgzkxtwlH86NPEnHqvdt2scpc1nkj_4WjzGrbx4WKQ/viewform  
 

HOMELESS HUB OUTREACH – the SOUP roster for next week is the Marie Pye’s team. For further information contact 
Maureen 027 491 2168 or Pat 227 491 9637  

RECENTLY DECEASED:  John Dougherty, Brian Hollis, Margaret Hubers, Sr Yvonne Munroe RSJ 
MAY ANNIVERSARIES Rita Richardson, Stephen Gallen, Maureen MacDougal, Christine Sprosson 
TODAY’S READINGS First: Exodus 34.4b-6, 8-9 Second: 2 Corinthians 13. 11-13 Gospel: John 3.16-18 
NEXT SUNDAY 7 June First: Deuteronomy 8.2-3, 14-16 Second: 1 Corinthians 10. 16-17 Gospel: John 6.51-59 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP 6.30-8.30pm at Saint Mary's Church Hall.  Please bring a gold coin 
JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP Junior Youth Group is on hold temporarily.  
 

YOUNG ADULTS Young Adults will now be meeting the 1st and 3rd and if there's a 5th Sunday of the Month at Saint Mary's 
Church for 5.30pm Mass followed by a Young Adult Night meeting in the foyer after Mass. The location for the night might 
change but the meeting spot is always the foyer after Mass. All Young Adults welcome.  
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